
HOSANNA, IN THE HIGHEST

We admire their literature. Our laws 
reflect their laws and legal vocabulary. 
Their architecture and engineering are 

on display in our nation’s capitol everywhere you 
turn. Their political principles of the separation of 
powers and checks and balances are our principles. 

Yet the bootheel of Roman tyranny, the 
brutality with which they subjected their enemies, 
is legendary. And in terms of their culture—and 
I’m talking about the period after the Roman 
Republic—the time from Octavian on was 
characterized by moral decay of unbelievable 
proportion, increasingly decadent even in the 
minds of Latin philosophers and the most popular 
writers of the day.

That’s the Rome Israel is subjugated to when 
Jesus rides into Jerusalem at Passover: a lethal 
occupying army, severe hardship, economic 
privation, and things were going to go only from 
bad to worse. The people were at a crossroads. The 
question was how to secure real peace.

To many Jews there was but one hope: 
overthrow the Roman tyrant. A few decades after 
that first Palm Sunday in 70 AD, the Roman general 
Titus would be collecting his armies and marching 
against Jerusalem. He would soon surround the 
city and eventually take it, plunder it for all it was 
worth, then destroy it. He went to the Temple and, 
after desecrating it, he leveled it so that not a stone 
was left upon another. The so-called ‘Wailing’ or 
‘Western’ wall was just a retention wall. It had little 
to do with the Temple itself. It just held up the 
platform on which the Temple was built. Nothing 
left, and it has never since been rebuilt. 

The people were wiped out. The atrocities 
were astonishing. A hundred thousand Jewish men 
women and children were taken captive as trophies 
of the victory. And, according to the historian 
Josephus, over one million Jewish men, women, 
and children were killed. It’s not surprising that 
Jesus wept over Jerusalem as he approached the city 

and then said, “If you had only known on this day 
what would bring you peace but now it is hidden 
from your eyes.” The Jews thought the answer was a 
political solution. Emboldened, eventually they did 
in fact revolt against Rome, and it was suicidal.

The days will come upon you,” Jesus 
said, “when your enemies will build an 
embankment against you and encircle you 

and hem you in on every side. They will dash you 
against the ground, you and the children within 
your walls, they will not leave one stone on another 
because you did not recognize the time of God’s 
coming to you.” [Luke 19. 43 – 44] 

As Jesus rides a donkey into Jerusalem, 
Pontius Pilate represents Roman authority. Pilate’s 
contemporary Philo describes him as, “naturally 
inflexible, a blend of self will and relentlessness.” If 
you were a Jew living in Jerusalem at that time you 
definitely would have supposed that life would be 
better if we could get rid of him.

Pilate had full powers of life and death over the 
people. All capital crimes had to be referred to him. 
That’s why when Jesus was tried by the Sanhedrin 
under Caiaphas and found guilty, the imposition of 
the death penalty could not be made until the case 
was referred to Pilate. The prosecuting attorneys 
had to change the description of the crime. As a 
legal matter, given Roman law, Pilate would not 
have imposed a death penalty for blasphemy 
against the Jewish God. So now the complaint was 
that this Jesus bar-Joseph was making himself the 
equal of Caesar. Pilate takes the bait and condemns 
him.

When Jesus rides on a donkey into Jerusalem 
at Passover, he deliberately stages the whole thing. 
So what is going on? Is he, as so many preachers 
have taught, showing us what meekness looks like? 
I’ll speak to this and more in the sermon at each 
of our three services on Sunday, April 2nd. Palm 
Sunday / Sunday of the Passion worship is liturgical 
whiplash. It’s dramaturgy in the highest. Fasten 
your seatbelts. You’re in for a ride!  n +PCE, Jr
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Holy Week Services
April 6   Maundy Thursday 7:30pm with 

Footwashing & the Stripping of the Altar (Church)

April 7   Good Friday   Family Gathering 9:30am 
(Church)

April 7   Good Friday   Seven Last Words  
from the Cross 12:00 — 3:00pm (Church)

April 8   Holy Saturday 9am (Cemetery)

April 8   The Great Vigil 7:30pm (Church)

April 9   Easter Day 
7:30am Rite I (Chapel), 9:00am Rite II  

11:00am Contemporary (Church)

Medicare 101 Presentation
If you will be joining the ranks of Medicare soon, 
are already in the Medicare system and have 
questions, or want to understand what this Federal 
program is about, this session is for you! Good Sam’s 
George Scheffey along with Paul King, members 
of the PA MEDI program (a statewide program of 
insurance consultation), will present an overview 
of Medicare including definitions of Medicare A, B, 
C, explanation of the drug benefit (Part D), types of 
health care insurance available in Chester County, 
benefits available for low income beneficiaries and 
things to consider when selecting your medical 
coverage. A question-and-answer session will follow 
the presentation.

Tuesday, April 25, 6:30 —  8:30 pm
Walton Hall

Church of the Good Samaritan
Contact George Scheffey  

to register (gscheffey@msn.com or 610-745-2856)
You must register to attend.

Prayer Room
by Rose Ely

There is a Prayer Room available for your use, a place 
of quietness, prayer and meditation.  The room has 
a prayer closet where you may draw aside with God. 
This room is adjacent to the Chapel Sacristy.  To find 
the room, enter the Chapel and go through the doors 
to the right at the Lady Altar.  The Prayer Room is on 
the left.

The Daughters of the King invite you to visit this 
peaceful place of prayer and renewal.

“... when you pray, go into your room, close the door and 
pray to your Father …”- Matthew 6. 6
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The Vestry usually meets on the second Monday of 
the month. In March, however, we follow a slightly 
different pattern. First, we had the Annual Meeting 
of the Parish (March 12) and then the weekend 
following that we had a Vestry Retreat (March 17-
18), which included the March Vestry Meeting. 
The reason for the variation is to allow time to get 
the results of the Vestry election so the new Vestry 
members can be included in the March Vestry 
meeting. With that in mind, here is a quick overview 
of Vestry activity in March.

Annual Meeting of the Parish. This year we had a well-
attended Annual Meeting, which began with the 
Noonday Service led by Fr. Phillip Ellsworth. Then, 
Reuben Garrett, Head Teller for the Vestry election, 
announced that the four incumbents (Elrena Evans, 
Rusty Smith, Mary Anne Weightman, Whitney T. 
Kuniholm) plus one new member (Gary Henderson), 
were reelected/elected to the Vestry. We also 
announced the 2023 Nominating Committee (Andy 
Balsan, Barri Alexander, Richard Toland, Reuben 
Garrett). During the open Q & A time, questions 
covered the Chinese Antioch Gospel Church, 
plans for new staff, including a parish nurse, and 
the transition of Fr. Richard Morgan, about which 
we emphasized that even though leadership roles 
change, our deeper bond as brothers and sisters in 
Christ does not. 

Annual Vestry Retreat. At the March Vestry Retreat 
(March 17-18), the new Vestry met for an evening that 
included a potluck dinner in Walton Hall, and a time 
of sharing and Evening Prayer in the Chapel. On 
Saturday, the retreat continued with worship led by 
Jonathan Purifoy, Bible reflection from Whitney T. 
Kuniholm, some planning work for the year ahead, 
and a briefing from Nicholas Gibson on Vestry Roles 
and Responsibilities. 

March Vestry Meeting. The final 90 minutes of the 
retreat was designated as the March Vestry Meeting 
where we elected the Wardens for 2023-24, which 
included: Rector’s Warden, Whitney T. Kuniholm, 
Financial Warden, Darren Clipston, People’s Warden,  
Mary Anne Weightman and Clerk, Nicholas Gibson. 
We also approved the 2023-24 Missions Budget. 
Finally, we received a report from the Interim Search 
Committee on the Priest-in-Charge search process, 
which should be completed by the end of March as 
planned.

The Vestry is thankful for the support, 
encouragement, and prayers of the congregation as 
we seek to serve the needs of the Parish together.

Whitney T. Kuniholm
Rector’s Warden

Vestry Corner March 2023
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Godly Play
by Kimberly Lindquist

Our Children’s Ministry is excited to be working 
on getting an additional Sunday School classroom 
ready for use this fall! As a result of increasing 
attendance and in order to continue growing, we 
will be re-introducing a Godly Play Sunday School 
program. Good Samaritan has previously used 
Godly Play on Sunday mornings, and the Good 
Samaritan Day School continues to utilize it. If 
you are not familiar with Godly Play, you can learn 
more about it here: https://static1.squarespace.com/
static/5f84e4d1922f0954e0b4c724/t/60c2a63cce2ea26a
0351453d/1623369281627/What-is-Godly-Play-Handout.
pdf

We have cleared out the classroom that we will use in 
the Children’s Ministry hallway, and have moved all 
of our existing Godly Play materials. We are still in 
the process of getting the room in order and sorting 
through the materials that the church already has, 
and this summer we will be hosting a training for 
anyone interested in teaching Godly Play. If you are 
interested in learning more about what we are doing, 
or if you are interested in supporting or teaching 
Godly Play, please reach out to Kimberly@good-
samaritan.org.

Our new Godly Play classroom

The Godly Play Liturgical Kalendar

The Godly Play “Mystery of Easter” Cross

Kimberly leading Day School Chapel, teaching about 
The Good Samaritan
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Beginning Sunday, the 16th of April, for six weeks 
Chris will be our Adult Education speaker, teaching 
his new book to be released 4th April, A Different 
Way, from 10:10 to 11 o’clock in Ashton Hall.

Christopher A. Hall is a member of the Renovaré 
Ministry Team. He served as president of Renovaré 
from 2015-2022.

Hall is author of a four volume set on the 
Church Fathers: Reading Scripture with the 
Church Fathers, Learning Theology with the 
Church Fathers, Worshiping with the Church 
Fathers, and Living Wisely with the Church 
Fathers, all published by IVP Academic. He also 
was associate editor of the Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture (29 volumes: published by 
IVP Academic).

Chris previously served at Eastern University 
for twenty-four years in several roles, including 
chancellor, provost, dean of Palmer Theological 
Seminary, dean of the Templeton Honors College, 
distinguished professor of theology, and director of 
academic spiritual formation. 

Dr. Hall possesses a B.A. from UCLA in history, an 
M.A. in biblical studies from Fuller Theological 
Seminary, a Th.M. from Regent College, and a Ph.D. 
from Drew University. He has served in the pastorate 
overseas (France, 5 years) and in Canada (British 
Columbia, 2 years). He has also served as Director 
of Pastoral Care at New Jersey’s only state gero-
psychiatric hospital. 

Dr. Hall has ministered in Asia, Africa, South 
America, Europe, the Middle-East, Canada, and 
the United States. He served on the editorial 
board of Christianity Today. He has published 
articles and book reviews in Christianity 
Today, Catalyst, Christian History, inMinistry, Books 
and Culture, Christian Scholars Review, Modern 
Theology, and Crux.

Good Sam Youth took over Wendy’s Sunday for 
Frosties and Fellowship!

Good Sam Youth at Stryke Force Laser Tag for a fun 
afternoon of tag. 
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Officer Logan visited all our Day School Classes and 
talked about how to be safe.

Mrs. Polselli teaching our children the parable of 
the Prodigal Son. We sing “Jesus Loves Me” each 
week.

Could You Not Watch With Me  
One Brief Hour?

After Jesus had washed His disciples’ feet in an act of 
unprecedented service and love He went to the Garden 
of Gethsemane with them and, taking Peter, James, and 
John, He went on a little further to pray, asking them 
to watch with Him and pray.

As we read in all three synoptical gospels the disciples 
fell asleep. Jesus’ reproach was poignant. “Could you 
not watch with Me one brief hour?” He had just washed 
their feet and His simple request was that they watch 
and pray while He prayed in utter distress.

Since then, disciples of His from countless generations 
have kept a prayer vigil from Maundy Thursday night 
until Good Friday. (Some have kept the vigil until the 
first service of Easter).

We have that opportunity again this year. There is a 
sign-up sheet in the atrium. The sign-ups are in half 
hour segments rather than full hour but come and pray 
as long as you desire. This is a beautiful time to spend 
in prayer and meditation. Pray for a closer relationship 
with God, for your family, for those who are sick, for 
our church, for our nation. Pray for anything God lays 
on your heart. Are we capable of keeping vigil better 
than the first disciples?
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April 2023 Events Calendar
April 2
Palm Sunday

April 5
Retired & Refired

April 6
Maundy Thursday Liturgy

April 7
Good Friday

April 8
Holy Saturday Office

April 8 
Easter Vigil

April 9
Easter Day

April 12
Prayer & Praise with Dr. Frank Sizer

April 14 — 16
Youth Spring Retreat

April 15
Family Mental Health Support Group

April 15
Caring for Caregivers Support Group

April 16
Transition Prayer

April 16
Chris Hall’s Class “A Different Way” begins

April 19
Retired & Refired
April 21
Day School Parenting Class 

April 25
“Medicare 101” Presentation

April 29
Brandywine Singers Concert


