
 

To: The Church of the Good Samaritan in Paoli 

From Bishop Raphael Samuel, Bishop of Bolivia 

January 20, 2020 

 

My Dear Friends, 

 

Thank you for praying for us in Bolivia. This prayer letter includes personal reflections on my part and 

for the first time, I think I've shared some of my personal needs. This is not the usual prayer letter like 

the ones I send with my reports. 

 

PERSONAL PRAYER NEEDS  

 

Several years ago, the Lord gave me a word concerning His great love for the Bolivian people - "La 

niña de sus Ojos" (Ps 17:8, Pr 7:2, Zec 2:8) which means the "apple of his eye". The English translation 

doesn't capture the deep affective tone of the phrase "La niña de sus Ojos" which literally means the 

"the little girl of his eyes".  It speaks of tenderness and deep affection. In the midst of last year's crisis, 

I sensed His great love for Bolivia rise in my heart...Pray for this love to keep me going.      

 

And it's this love that continues to sustain me in Bolivia in the midst of the victory and heartbreak, The 

Anglican work is spread out and we're thin on the ground. And national leadership, like a toddler, tries 

to find its way. Pray for me to be lovingly, patient, and to also exercise authority, and to lead in the 

fight. 

 

I've fought many spiritual battles on so many fronts at the same time, trying to hold it all together for 

the past 25 years in Bolivia. Pray for me to find time to take a break this year. I can't remember a time 

when I've actually gone on annual leave and not done anything church-related.  A real break with no 

church commitments! Perhaps this year, maybe.  

 

I, of course, include Michelle in my prayer needs. We've served together in the field for a long time. 

And she too has suffered from the strains and effects of fighting 

many spiritual battles. The anxiety from the social upheaval last 

year together with the guilty verdict of a clergyman from our 

diocese charged with sexual abuse of minors stressed us out. 

Praise the Lord for our two dogs - Simba and Tessa who've 

provided relief and a degree of happiness.    

 

Pray for us to find a place to stay! Our neighbours sold their 

property to a developer and they're building a 14-story 

condominium next to our house. The dust and the noise would be intolerable and so we have to 

either sell our present house and move elsewhere or rent a place to live in till the construction next 

door is finished.  

 

Pray for us to find His peace in the midst of a stormy 2020.  

 

Raphael & Michelle Samuel 



CHURCH PRAYER NEEDS  

 

Please, pray for the Bolivian Anglican Church to regain our momentum and for the Lord to restore the 

spiritual and financial health of our congregations. Last 

year's social crisis and upheaval deeply affected attendance 

and financial giving during the curfew/civic lockdown.  

 

Efforts to build a financially self-sustaining institution now 

have to also be buttressed by fixed giving from overseas to 

see us through our financial struggles. Please pray for me 

to find the right words in order to raise funding to keep the 

diocese afloat.  

 

Pray for revival and renewal in the lives of all the clergy and lay leadership. We need a fresh 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit to drench us from head to foot … in your intercession focus on this 

drenching and soaking ... there are many biblical symbols of renewal and revival in Holy Scripture, 

please centre your intercession around these promises - Joel's prophecy in Acts 2, the vision of 

Ezekiel's temple as the source of healing river, etc. 

 

Pray for the national leadership to grow in maturity as they face the challenges of harnessing victories 

and overcoming resistance. It's been satisfying for me to see national leadership to take over from 

missionary leadership but I sometimes wonder if we've hoisted on them ecclesiastical structures and 

responsibilities far beyond their level of training and preparation. And there have been moments 

when I felt as if the Anglican missionary enterprise failed our Lord and shortchanged the churches and 

the national leadership entrusted to us by Him.      

 

I'd love to see well-trained Spanish-speaking missionaries dedicating their lives to discipling leaders 

on a regular long-term basis in their local settings but that's not going to happen, is it? The days of 

long-term missioners are over, and maybe that's a good thing because national leadership either 

grow or fall apart and learn to pick themselves up after defeats.     

 

NATIONAL PRAYER NEEDS  

 

Thank you for your continued prayer support for the nation of Bolivia. And it was the overseas 

intercession that helped prevent a national blood bath 

in Bolivia during the October-November crisis. We 

covet your prayers for Bolivia this year. A new elections 

tribunal is thankfully in place and general elections 

have been called for the 3rd of May. The results from 

last year's elections were declared fraudulent and this 

triggered massive protests which led to the resignation 

of Evo Morales and the downfall of his government.  

 

People are openly praying on the streets 
"Battles are won on our knees! 
God hears and answers! The Bolivian people clamour for justice and God 
hears and honors the faith of his children." 



Please pray the current caretaker Bolivian government led by President Jeanine Añez (a Christian lady) 

to find success in its efforts to stabilize the nation in the midst of the following: 

 

1) The cocoa leaf growers from Chapare Cochabamba continue to agitate against the present govt 

and have planned to stage protests after the 22nd of January. They support Evo Morales, the previous 

president and work actively for his return. Pray for these protests to not provoke violence from their 

opponents. On a positive note, please give thanks that social agitation from the previous president's 

party has not translated into turmoil in the streets and that we've not had anarchic violence.  

 

2)The Constitutional Tribunal will meet soon to decide on the application to extend the present 

mandate of the caretaker govt and the legislative assembly (controlled by the previous president's 

party). The current mandate ends on the 22nd of January. On a positive note give thanks for the 

cooperation between the executive and the legislative bodies in presenting to the Tribunal - a 

common brief to extend their mandates. Pray for the Constitutional Tribunal to extend the mandate of 

both the executive as well as legislative bodies. A ruling contrary to this extension would plunge 

Bolivia into chaos and trigger violence in the streets.  

 

FINAL WORDS 

 

Please do not hesitate to share with me your thoughts and to seek clarifications on what I've shared in 

this email. I'm deeply grateful for the help extended to us in the past.  

Bishop Raphael Samuel 

 

 
Clergy of Diocese of Bolivia 

Bishop Samuel front center; Tammy Firestone rear near cross 


