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Beautiful Lives

Our vision as a church over the next couple of years is
about connection. We want to learn to be more effective at
connecting people to one another and to Christ. The opposite
of connection is to remain insular - separate from one another
and detached from the world that God calls us to love. In a
polarized society, it’s tempting for us to each keep to our own
business and to our familiar friends. Advent and Christmas
remind us that God has chosen to reach out to us in the person of Jesus. ‘Though he was rich, yet he became poor’, the
apostle Paul reminds us. The hope that Advent looks forward
to and that Christmas inaugurates is of God reconciling the
world to Himself. Each of us is called by God to play a part
in His reconciling mission in the world. As Christ followers,
we’re each a light in the world - heralds of costly connection
as opposed to the poverty of alienation.

When we think about reaching out beyond ourselves to
those who are not yet a part of our church family we’re talking
about being an open community - open to sharing God’s
love with those who are not here. The classic word for this
is ‘evangelism.’ It’s a word that’s fallen out of favor within the
church, although secular companies have no problem with
employing ‘product evangelists.’ It’s a word we might recover.
It simply means the sharing of the good news that has changed
our lives with others. Why would we keep the transforming
power of Christ that changes our lives day by day to ourselves?
We have the best product! Let’s be confident of it’s power, and
proud to welcome others into the transforming community
of the church.
My dad distinguishes between ‘go evangelists’ and ‘stay
evangelists.’ The ‘go evangelist’ is Billy Graham, and those who
are sent out as missionaries. There’s a role for ‘go evangelists’ in
the church and without them, the gospel would never have got
beyond Jerusalem. But most of us are not called ‘to go’ - we’re
called to live out our lives faithfully where God has called us.

In other words, we’re called ‘to stay.’ The power of the ‘stay
evangelist’ is as salt and light within their community. It’s in
a life well lived, and the demonstration of God’s power to
change our lives and to shape the way in which we love our
neighbors. He teaches some of the principles of this form of
sharing our faith in a course he wrote called ‘Beautiful Lives.’
‘Beautiful Lives’ is going to form the basis of our sermon series
in Epiphany, as we think about sharing God’s light with all the
world. We’ll also be offering ‘Beautiful Lives’ as a course for
small groups to take up as well as offering the opportunity for
new groups to form to take on this material. I hope that it will
help us lose the idea that if we want to share our faith with
our neighbors, we all need to be little Billy Grahams! Not at
all - but each of us can learn to be open to the idea that God
might use us, exactly where we are, to bring life and hope and
Good News to those He calls us to.
In our five priorities of ‘Invite, Welcome, Connect, Networks, Leadership’ - we borrowed the first three words quite
intentionally from Mary Palmer. Mary is an Episcopalian
who is helping our church think about how to be effective
in evangelism. Google ‘Invite Welcome Connect’ and you’ll
find her website. The ideology of ‘Invite Welcome Connect’ is
simply for us to absorb these basic principles as a part of who
we are as Christians and who we are as a Church. There’s no
training on her website for ‘go evangelists’ - no explanation
of the gospel, no coaching in speaking or in defending the
Christian faith. It’s simply a call for us to invite our neighbors
to be a part of our church, and when they come to make sure
they’re welcome and get connected. It’s ‘come and see’ not ‘go
and tell.’ While ‘go and tell’ seems daunting and may end up
making evangelism seem out of our reach, ‘come and see’ is
a message that each one of us can share.
Richard Morgan

The Samaritan
Rev. Marcia Wilkinson
Please welcome Marcia Wilkinson, a retired priest who is joining the
Good Samaritan staff on a part-time
basis, beginning December 2.
Marcia will preach on occasion
and have office hours on Tuesdays
during the week.
Marcia and husband Norman are into the adventure called
retirement. They are blessed with two married daughters, five
grandchildren, and live in Elverson, PA.

Vox Amadeus Concert

Marcia has ministered in four parishes: St. John Episcopal
Church, Carlisle, PA, as Associate Rector for Children’s Ministries, Mission and Pastoral Care; The Cathedral Church of
the Advent, Birmingham, AL, as Canon Missioner and Day
School Chaplain; All Saints Episcopal Church, Chevy Chase,
MD as Senior Associate of Pastoral Care, and Outreach/
Mission; and St. Mark Episcopal Church, Honey Brook, PA
as Priest in Charge/Rector.

December 8 at 8:00pm in the church
Renaissance Noël Voices and Period Instruments
This season marks the 32nd consecutive year of our annual
tradition of magical Renaissance Noël concerts by the Vox
Renaissance Consort, celebrating the glorious Renaissance
Christmas music of Old Europe, with masterpieces for single
and double chorus, solo voices, and period instruments, plus
traditional carols. A unique feature of these concerts is our
Renaissance Consort performers exquisitely attired in lush
period costumes. Come and experience a joyful and traditional old-world Noël!

Her education includes a nursing degree, Hood College
(BA), Lutheran Seminary at Gettysburg (MDIV), and Anglican Studies at Virginia Theology Seminary.
Marcia’s nursing background led to hospice work and to
a conviction that health and wellness truly are an integration
of body, mind and spirit. Norm’s commitment to medical
research in the military brought Marcia to a leper colony,
and the Episcopal orphanage in Panama, and to the School
for the Blind in Thailand.

Tickets: $30 Adults, $25 Seniors (65+), $10 Students; Advance purchase tickets $25 Adults, $20 Seniors, $10 Students.
Advanced purchase prices end at 1 PM on the day of the
concert. Tickets are available at VoxAmaDeus.org

“Whether at home or abroad, developing relationships
are key to reaching out with the awesome grace and love of
God. The opportunity to be both retired and still active with
believers to build God’s Church is my joy and privilege.”

December 24 Christmas Eve
11am Family Service
(especially for families with young children)
5pm Festal Holy Eucharist
(special music begins at 4:30pm)
8pm New Chapel Christmas Eve
(contemporary service with Eucharist)
11pm Festal Holy Eucharist
(special music begins at 10:30pm)
There is no childcare, the nursery will be open
December 25 Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service in the chapel 10:30am
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The Samaritan
Post Convention Gratitude
from Bishop Daniel G. P . Gutierrez

I would like to thank you for an extraordinary 235th
Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania. “Let
us turn hearts of stone into hearts of flesh.”
Our time together began with driving rain and a glorious
Eucharist. We gave thanks and offered our lives to the Lord.
Our convention and our Diocese are living into its extraordinary promise thanks to your love and trust. You make it holy.
During this time, we worked, laughed, sang, shared
fellowship and took part in the councils of the church. We
also uplifted all our ministries as a light for the world to see.
And, in spite of a few technology glitches with voting on
Saturday, we were successful in moving forward, together, as
one body. (Thank you to all who were patient with us during
our learning curve.)

Deacon Dennis Coleman, Bishop Gutierrez and Deacon Jeff Moretzsohn

At Diocesan Convention, the bishop announced his appointment of Jeff Moretzsohn as Archdeacon with primary
responsibilities as follows:

During this time together we passed incorporation, the
budget, and critical resolutions. We also emphasized the
collective call to holiness, our commitment to mission and
embraced our sacred union as a church to one another and the
broader Church. We are now living into the fruits of transparency, a place of openness with space to speak in Christian love.
In short, sacred transformation. The Church, our church, is
moving differently through the world; not as a mere business
but as the Body of Christ. We are being called to the heart of
Jesus, and this is the place in which we shall find life.

Deacon Jeff Moretzsohn: Formation program.
Jeff will guide the candidates and postulants through the
formation, ordination and placement process.
This includes:
• Formation Days curriculum and speakers
• Academic requirements
• Social service placements
• Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE)
• 9-month parish internship
• Evaluations
• Works with Bishop on placement of newly ordained
deacons.
• Chairs Council of Advice
• Contact person for deacon questions and concerns.
• Other duties and responsibilities as required by the
Bishop

Together, we have laid out a course for the future and my
reaffirmation that “a shepherd should smell like the sheep.”
Together we are reaffirming the work of proclaiming the
Gospel, empowering our congregations and touching the
pain of the world. As a people of God, let us know Jesus and
change the world.
Thank you to each one of you who took part in making the
day beautiful. The list is far too extensive to name -- the workers, singers, those who worked on committees throughout the
year, the presentations. This is your holy work in your holy
Diocese. I keep each you in my prayers and know my prayers
for each one of you. I am blessed to serve you as your Bishop.
May God bless you always; I am confident that Christ the
Good Shepherd will answer our prayers and bless our work.
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Advent Art

Good Sam Book Group
Author Event

by Ben Capps

with Lilly Sanders Ubbens, author of
“God’s Refugee”

Since the inception of the church in the first century,
visual art has been an integral part of Christian worship.
Early images of Christ, The Good Shepherd, and many other
Christian themes can be found etched into the walls of ancient structures that served as gathering spaces for these early
communities that dedicated themselves to carrying out the
gospel message of Jesus Christ. These images were intended
to be used as items of reflection, but more so as pedagogical
devices. Images tell a story that transcend the limitations of
literacy or language barriers and were simply a more effective
carrier of the truth of scripture than words.

December 18 @ 7pm in the Library
Lilly Sanders Ubbens is a writer,
speaker, and teacher. Growing up in
San Pedro Sula, Honduras, she developed a life-long love for the diversity
of God’s people.
She holds a master’s degree from
Trinity School for Ministry, where she
graduated top of her class, earning The
Excellence in Senior Theology Award.
She is dedicated to International
Christian advocacy serving on the board of New Wineskins
Missionary Network and is board Vice President of Good
Shepherd Academy in Juba, South Sudan.

As the church has grown and literacy rates have increased,
art continues to be an important part of our tradition. Not just
images but music and architecture as well. Art has a way of
communicating to the heart - bypassing our skepticism and
boredom and appealing to the contemplative imagination
within us all.
What better season to reflect upon art, than this season
of Advent?

Her first novel, God’s Refugee won both a Selah award, a
publishing prize through Elk House publishing and raised
over $30,000 for advancement of school children in South
Sudan. All author proceeds of God’s Refugee go to funding
refugee children, pastors, and theologians in South Sudan.

In Advent we stretch our imaginations beyond the chaos
of our realities and place our current and future hope in Jesus
Christ. We acknowledge the darkness within our world but
cling to the light of Christ. We see our realities and choose
to believe that something bigger is at work. The medium of
art helps us to stretch our minds around these concepts and
cling to the truth that we find in scripture. In Christ, “Every
valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be
made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the
rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation
of God.” (Luke 3:5-6)

Lilly regularly writes for The New Christian Times, Hartline Literary, and her personal website Christacrossculture.
blogspot.com.
Lilly is married to Bo, an Anglican pastor, and they have a
ministry in Wayne, PA. When she is not writing or speaking
she is chasing around her two, beautiful preschool aged children, Lydia and Joshua, and daydreaming about the European
vacation she has not yet the opportunity to take – one day!

Throughout the past few seasons, I have thoroughly appreciated that members of our congregation have generously
provided their brilliant art pieces to grace the back of our
church. And I am thrilled to say that in this season of Advent
we will have art contributed from artists new and seasoned,
all members of our congregation, who have thoughtfully
considered the theme of darkness and light and produced
pieces that will help us consider this Advent theme more
deeply and profoundly.

The Good Samaritan
Christmas Tree Sale is Open

Be on the lookout for these pieces to be installed just before
the first Sunday of Advent, December 2. I hope you’ll take
some time to reflect on these pieces, and the scripture passages
that they point to. And that you will find room in your heart
for the light of Christ to shine brightly in this season.

Sale Hours
Fridays 5-7pm
Saturdays 9am-6pm
Sundays 10am-4pm
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Proceeds benefit HELPS Ministry

The Samaritan
Think Spring!
Really? Yes! There’s a move underway to renew, refresh,
and restore the raised bed gardens on the south lawn of Good
Sam. We have cleared away many of the weeds and much of
the debris, winterizing the beds and paths, and we’re brainstorming about best practices to put into place to make it a
lively, healthy, productive, and beautiful place.

Mark your calendar for the
2019 Women’s Retreat
March 30-31, 2019
at the
Historic Flanders Hotel
Ocean City, NJ
Strengthened through the Holy Spirit –
Rooted and grounded in the love of Christ
… and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the
fullness of God…Ephesians 3:19

We welcome and encourage involvement from folk who
are interested. We’ll have a spring planning meeting on March
2 at 10am in Room 223.
For more information, contact
Meridith Ridington (mridington@gmail.com)
or Nina Whitnah (nina.whitnah@gmail.com).

Retreat Reflections from Nancy Vogt
I attended my first Women’s Retreat three years ago. For
me, the Church of Good Samaritan Insight Women’s Retreat
has been a life-changing experience and has allowed me to
grow in areas I may never have otherwise.
The first year I attended, I remember how warm and
friendly all the women were, and I truly felt welcomed and
loved. The second year I was asked to lead a small group and
although I was very nervous, it really helped me grow in
confidence and trust in God and move beyond my comfort
zone. The third year, we had some incredible speakers from
our own church. The talks were amazing. I was also asked
to lead our worship team for the retreat weekend and it was
incredibly rewarding.

New Life Thrift Shop Needs Volunteers!!
Are you interested in sharing your unique gifts and talents
to help “the least of these among us?” The New Life Thrift
Shop at Good Samaritan is the only place on the Main Line
where you can get a bargain and give a blessing!

I can’t thank the ladies
from Good Sam enough
for the friendships and encouragement I’ve received.
The Women’s Retreat is a
great way to enjoy wonderful fellowship with godly
women, make new friends,
hear some great talks, enjoy
some quiet time in prayer
and have some fun!! I can’t
wait to see what this year
has in store!

We are in need of volunteers to serve as cashiers, hangers, customer service specialists, price taggers and display
dressers.
Tuesday through Friday there are two three-hour shifts
10am-1pm, and 1pm-4pm. There is one shift, 10am-1pm on
Saturday.
100% of our proceeds go to Missions, Outreach & Alms.
Stop on in and browse! We LOVE company!
Contact Cathy Puleo (catherine.puleo@comcast.net)
610-688-9192 / 267-615-9301)
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The New Life Thrift Shop: 610-647-0248

The Samaritan

Good Sam Dance Academy
Christmas Concert
December 1 @ 6:30pm
in the church

Advent Family Service
December 8 from 10-11:30am

A reception follows the concert

Come enjoy a family-focused service intended to help
people of all ages dive into the Advent season. There will be a
brief service that will include a story and some songs, snacks
to share, and crafts to work with. All are welcome.
Women’s Ministry will sell homemade Christmas Cookies
to benefit their scholarship fund after the service.
Parents’ Day Out will follow – 11:45pm – 2:30pm.
RSVP to Tracy Defina by December 5

Advent Lessons & Carols
December 2 @ 4:00pm
This service will include lessons pertaining to the promised coming of the Messiah and Jesus’ return. It will be a
wonderful way to celebrate the Advent season and prepare
for the celebration of Christmas!
God willing and the people consenting
The Rt. Rev. Daniel G. P. Gutiérrez
XVI Bishop of The Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania
will ordain
Benjamin Charles Capps
to the Sacred Order of Priests
in Christ’s One Holy Catholic
and Apostolic Church
on
Friday, December 14, 2018
Six-thirty o’clock in the evening
at
Church of the Good Samaritan
212 West Lancaster Avenue
Paoli, Pennsylvania 19301
Your prayers and presence are requested.
Reception to follow
The color of the day is red

Advent Quiet Morning
December 8 from 9:30-11:30am
in the Chapel

Please join us for an Advent Quiet Morning
Guided by John & Nina Whitnah
Open to Everyone – women, men, parishioners, guests
No pre-registration required.
Homemade cookies will be sold afterwards.
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Mark Smeby
December 21 @ 7pm
“Hope”
Christmas Concert

A Season for Giving
Help support the St. James School students by donating
to our Advent Giving Tree.

Nationally-touring Christian
recording artist Mark Smeby
brings his popular “Hope of
Christmas Tour” back to Paoli
for the second time. Church of
the Good Samaritan (212 W.
Lancaster Ave.) is pleased to host this special holiday event
on Friday, December 21 at 7:00pm. The concert is geared to
all ages, highly-interactive, and filled with popular holiday
classics and inspirational original songs.
“I know that Christmas can be one of the most difficult and
loneliest times of the year for many people,” Smeby explained.
“The holidays can feel like a glaring reminder of relationships
that are broken, family members we’ve lost, or unrequited
love. I want this concert to be super fun and engaging, but I
also want to speak hope into some of these dark places that
we all carry around with us.”

Take an ornament from the tree in the atrium and support
the students in many ways - from cash donations to provide
‘student of the week’ books ($25), materials for one science
lab ($50), etc. or take an ornament if you want to purchase a
gift, under $25 for all ages between 1 and 15. St. James School
sets up a family ‘store’ where parents and guardians can come
and shop for gifts for their family members the week before
Christmas.

The concert on December 21 is free and open to the public,
with a love offering taken. More information about Mark can
be found at www.marksmeby.com.

The tree in the atrium will be set up from December 2-16.
All gifts need to be returned to the atrium by December 16.
Debbie Attardi will deliver the gifts to St. James School.

The Spirit of Thanksgiving

St. James School is a faith-based Philadelphia middle
school (grades 4-8) in the Episcopal tradition, committed to
educating traditionally underresourced students in a nurturing environment. The school is a community that provides a
challenging academic program and encourages the development of the moral, spiritual, intellectual, physical and creative
gifts in its students.

It almost didn’t happen. Yet God moved in the hearts and
minds of a few of His faithful people at Good Samaritan, and
a Thanksgiving service on Thanksgiving Day was assembled.
A visible witness of our priorities, assembly in the community, complete with an officiant, a reader, shared prayers
and praises to God, and music both traditional and modern
brought us together. Hugs, smiles, joy, and peace resonated;
so many lingered at the conclusion. We came. We connected
with others of like hearts and minds. We contributed to the
community of believers at Good Samaritan, to better equip
us to draw others in the greater community to Him. What
a blessing to have heeded the call to worship (together), to
give thanks, on Thanksgiving Day. “I will give praise to the
Lord, according to His righteousness: and will sing praise to
the name of the Lord most high.” Psalm 7:17

Respectfully submitted, Louise Wennberg

Contact Debbie Attardi (dattardi@stjamesphila.org) with
questions.
Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering to the Lord with a whole
heart… 1 Chronicles 29:9
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212 West Lancaster Avenue
Paoli, Pennsylvania 19301

December 2018 Events Calendar
December 1
Dance Academy Christmas Concert

December 14 at 6:30pm in the church
Benjamin Capps’ Ordination & Reception

December 2
Advent Lessons & Carols

December 15
Caring for Caregivers

December 5
Retired & Refired

December 15
Brandywine Singers Concert

December 8
Advent Quiet Morning

December 18
Book Club Author Event

December 8
Advent Family Service

December 19
Retired & Refired

December 8
Vox Amadeus Renaissance Noel Concert

December 21
Mark Smeby Concert

December 9
December 24
Delaware County Christian Concerts (Middle & Upper School) Christmas Eve Services 11am, 5pm, 8pm & 11pm
December 12
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

December 25
Christmas Day Service 10:30am (chapel)

