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Members of One Body
As we move through our stewardship season this year, we’ve been promoting some of the stories of service 

from within our church family. Rebecca with Family Ministries, Trent with Get on our Lawn and Joan with 
the Food Closet. There are many more ministries we could have highlighted. The point is that our giving to 
the church and the stewardship of our lives is about the whole of who we are and is not simply a matter of 
dollars and cents.

I appreciate the metaphor that Paul uses in his first letter to the Church in Corinth. He describes the church 
as a body - where each member of the body has its own role to play. Not all are eyes; not all are hands. It takes 
each member of the body fulfilling its own unique role for the body as a whole to function properly. So it is 
with our church family - each of us is different and we each have been given different gifts and abilities. So the 
contribution that each of us makes to the whole is as unique as we are. If each of us live into the vocation that 
God gives us to serve one another in the way that we are gifted, then the whole body of the church thrives.

As we think about how God calls us to serve the church family (not just with our treasure but also time 
and talent) the key word for us is generosity. In Paul’s second letter to the church in Corinth he says that 
we should not give ‘reluctantly or under compulsion: for God loves a cheerful giver’ (2 Cor. 9:7). Here, he is 
talking specifically about money - but he could equally well be talking about other forms of contribution to 
the body. He might have said ‘don’t serve reluctantly or under compulsion... God loves a cheerful volunteer...’. 
We serve hoping for praise or status - for psychological reward; or we might serve out of a sense of duty or 
obligation; or perhaps for personal fulfilment. I don’t suppose any of those is really terrible. But serving out 
of a cheerful heart - generous with our lives in response to a God who has been generous with us - grateful 
and living just to please the One who loved us and gave himself for us? That has to be more rewarding, more 
fulfilling, more life-giving than the previous options. God has freely given to us; our response is free and 
generous living within the life of grace and the gifts the Holy Spirit gives.

All of this is set within an understanding of ‘stewardship’ that tells us that everything we are and have 
comes from God. It all ultimately belongs to Him. We are just ‘stewards’ - managers - of what has been en-
trusted to us. Whatever we ‘give’ - of time, talent or treasure - belonged to Him anyway! And so our giving 
becomes worship - as it reminds us of who is at the center of our lives and where we ascribe worth in our 
daily expenditure of our love and labor.

I’m proud to belong to this church family of Good Samaritan. I’m looking forward to our commitment 
Sunday where we will each have the opportunity to bring forward our pledges for 2020. But my pride in our 
church family goes way beyond that. It extends to the hundreds of volunteers in our church family - each a 
separate member of the body, each differently giving, and each transformed by Christ to love those around 
them in unique and particular ways as God has gifted them.

Richard Morgan

December 1 is Pledge Sunday 
One Service @ 10:30am 

in the church
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Advent Quiet Morning 
December 7   9:30-11:30am in the Chapel

Advent Lessons & Carols 
December 14   4pm in the Chapel

Christmas Eve Services
11am Family Service 

(especially for Families with Young Children)

5pm Festal Holy Eucharist  
(special music begins at 4:30pm)

8pm A New Chapel Christmas  
(Contemporary service)

11pm Festal Holy Eucharist  
(special music begins at 10:30pm)

Christmas Day
One Service in the Chapel at 10:30am

The Arts At Good Samaritan
December 7   6:30pm 

Dance Choir Christmas Concert

December 13   8pm
Vox Renaissance Concert

“Renaissance Noel”

December 14   7pm
Brandywine Singers

Christmas with The Chesco POPS!

December 15
Chester County Choral Society   3:30pm

Handel’s Messiah

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appears.

Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Good Sam will remember our servicemen and women 
and their families with a Christmas greeting. If your family 
and loved one is not already in our church prayers, or if 
there is a change of address, please contact Marcia Wilkin-
son 610-644-4040 x216. 

“Honor to the Soldier and Sailor everywhere who bravely 
bears his (her) country’s cause.

Honor also to the citizen who cares for his brother (sister) 
in the field, and serves, as he best can, the same cause.” 

-Abraham Lincoln (December 2, 1863)
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Sparkle of the Season
by Annika Evans

For many years in the past, Christmas was not a time of 
celebration, but of observance. People were encouraged to 
remember Christ’s birth as a sacred and holy event, but the 
decadence and rowdiness of celebrations was discouraged. 
Many now-beloved Christmas traditions were once rejected 
for their pagan roots. But does that mean that the holiday 
that so many of us love is wrong? Are we not keeping the 
holiday a holy day? Are we missing the meaning of Advent 
by blasting Christmas songs in the malls? I don’t think this 
is the case. Christ’s birth is a reason to celebrate! The angel 
of the Lord brought the shepherds tidings of great joy! But 
is it possible to celebrate and still take the importance of the 
day seriously? I think so.

As I ponder this, I’m reminded of my dance teacher, Melo-
dy Stanert, one of the dance instructors at the Good Samaritan 
Dance Academy. After studying dance at this church, she 
went on to study in other places, including but not limited 
to West Chester University, Pennsylvania Academy of Ballet, 
and Broadway Dance Center. She’s really good. It’s always a 
delightfully jarring moment for me when she’s demonstrating 
a combination for us and casually lifts her leg up as high as 
her head. She’s serious about making sure we have the proper 
technique and memorize our dances. But that doesn’t mean 
she isn’t any fun. She has a playful side that I’ve seen before, 
whether she’s donning an accent, photobombing a picture, or 
getting into a fit of giggles in the middle of Musical Theatre for 
no apparent reason. Even though she’s a professional dancer, 
she still knows how to have fun.

I encourage each and every one of you to take time this 
Advent and Christmas to work towards two opposite but 
cooperative goals. Take time to learn more deeply about the 
Christmas traditions and to study the birth of Christ. But also 
take time to celebrate, have fun, and let your inner child run 
free for a bit. Having fun brings the sparkle to the season, and 
our Christian traditions remind us of the One who makes 
that sparkle possible.

A Season for Giving
The Advent Giving Tree to support students at St. James 

School will be in the Atrium on December 1, 8, and 15. There 
will be ornaments suggesting a gift under $25 for children 
ages 1 to 15. 

St. James School sets up a family store where parents and 
guardians come and shop for gifts for their family members. 
There will also be ornaments requesting a monetary donation 
to purchase books or materials for the school. 

Alternatively, if your family or group of families would like 
to adopt a St. James family and purchase gifts for them, please 
let Cheryl or Debbie know. All gifts and donations should 
be returned to the church by December 15. Please attach the 
ornament to the gift, but leave it unwrapped.  

St. James School is a faith-based middle school in the 
Episcopal tradition, located in North Philadelphia that is 
committed to educating under-resourced children in a nur-
turing environment. 

David Kasievich, the head of St. James, will be visiting 
Good Samaritan on December 8. Please stop by the atrium 
to meet him between the services.

 If you have any questions about the Advent Giving Tree, 
please contact Cheryl Hutchinson (chutchinson823@gmail.
com, 610-354-0220) or Debbie Attardi (Debbie.attardi@
gmail.com, 610-212-1090).
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Our clients come from all over Chester County, and their 
ages span the spectrum. Some are “regulars” and others are 
just going through a rough patch and come for a brief time.  
Open every Thursday, the first and third weeks our Closet is 
open from 9:00-11:00am; the second and fourth Thursday’s 
clients come between 5:00 and 7:00pm. Clients are welcome 
to come twice a month, whichever times work for them. In 
the event they can’t come, many will have a proxy receive 
their food. In addition to regular weekly offerings, we also fill 
bags for hearty Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter dinners.

Throughout the year, some of our 200+ volunteers pick 
up groceries 2,700 times to serve approximately 300 house-
holds. These and other statistics are faithfully and efficiently 
recorded by Barb Atmore 

The more than 200,000 pounds of food distributed comes 
from individual donations, Chester County Food Bank, 
WaWa, Acme, Wegmans, Target and most recently, the Wayne 
and Malvern Snap Kitchens. From spring through fall we are 
blessed with an abundance of fresh produce from a variety 
of sources including many local gardens. Jane McGowan, 
Reuben Garrett and a team of folks work diligently each 
Wednesday to do quality inspection on the veggies

A number of our clients comment on the fact that we 
provide them with choices, as they select items from a list. 
The shelves in our small “closet” are well stocked with basics 
such as cereals, pastas, canned vegetables and fruit, peanut 
butter, condiments, etc. The freezer overflows with chicken, 
meat and fish. 

In Fellowship Hall we provide a mixture of extra frozen 
goods – cheeses, meats, hummus, etc. We don’t know from 
week to week what our offerings will be since it is largely 
dependent on what we receive from the large stores. 

The perimeter of Ashton Hall is lined with tables where 
folks will fill their carts with an assortment of canned goods, 
crackers, cookies, pasta and rice before moving on to the 
produce tables. Bread and desserts come next, then WaWa 
“surprise bags,” Snap Kitchen offerings, milk and eggs. Most 
recently we have been offering personal items such as deodor-
ant, shampoo, laundry detergents and toilet paper.

My heart has been touched by the gratitude expressed 
by those we serve. They comment on the fact that at Good 
Samaritan’s Closet they are treated with love and respect, 
something not necessarily the case elsewhere. I am also 
humbled when I see some of our clients volunteer during our 
distribution - they are grateful to be able to give back. While 
most of our volunteers are Good Samaritans, some attend 
other churches; and we are always glad for the students who 
come from schools like Conestoga, Villa Maria, Malvern Prep 
Devon Prep. We have grown in the past few years both in 
numbers of clients and volunteers needed for the numerous 
responsibilities required to run such an efficient operation - in 
fact, much of the behind-the-scene work happens throughout 
the week, not just Thursdays. We are always in need of more 
volunteers, so please consider trying us out! Or speak with 
Linda Davis Haver, Carole Scheffey, or Joan Lodge about 
their experiences.

I feel immensely blessed to serve in this ministry. Per-
haps one of the most heart-warming things I observe is the 
community which has developed among our clients as they 
register and socialize in the Atrium while waiting to pick up 
their food. Some come very early and just sit and visit. Our 
Atrium is safe and welcoming. Additionally, some of our 
clients have begun worshiping at Good Samaritan! Lastly, 
the time we spend with one another as volunteers - check-
ing expiration dates, storing, organizing and setting up for 
the week, praying at the beginning of our distribution - has 
created its own sense of community and I look forward to 
this time each week. 

The Good Samaritan Food Closet
by Mary Ernst
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Christmas Tree Sale and HELPS Ministry
by Ben Capps 

The Church of the Good Samaritan has long been known 
for living into our name by being a source of hospitality, grace, 
and comfort for those in our neighborhood and beyond that 
are experiencing hardships. One important way that we live 
into this area of our church’s mission is through our HELPS 
ministry. HELPS ministry focuses on giving our neighbors 
throughout Chester County a helping hand during difficult 
times. They do this by providing funding for practical, short-
term relief to our neighbors who need one-time assistance to 
pay rent, a utility bill, fill a prescription, pay for a car repair, 
or other immediate need. 

As clergy, I am privileged to have a front row seat to the 
fantastic work this ministry does, and I am consistently blown 
away by the way that our amazing HELPS counselors lovingly 
care for these families in need. 

The Good Samaritan Christmas Tree Sale has served as 
the primary fundraiser for HELPS ministry. 

The Christian tradition of generosity and hospitality, es-
pecially during this season, is often eclipsed by the busyness 
of the season and the temptation to consumerism. Volunteer-
ing for the Christmas Tree sale provides some simple time 
outdoors selling trees for a good cause, instead of standing 
in line at Target. 

The truth of the matter is that the Good Samaritan Christ-
mas Tree Sale is not only a source of revenue for the HELPS 
ministry, it is also an important part of the Paoli community. 
Year after year our neighbors come out to buy their tree from 
us and are consistently impressed by our hospitality and 
commitment to serving those in need. 

Would you consider supporting us this year? This coming 
Sunday, and for the next few Sundays, we will have paper sign-
ups in the Atrium and an announcement in the service about 
our tree sales. But why wait until then? You can follow this link 
and sign up for a couple of volunteer slots right now: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4aa4a82da7fc1-christmas

Thank you for considering spending your time giving back 
to our community during the Holiday season.

The 2019 Men’s Retreat

Feedback from the Men’s Retreat
The overall theme of the recent Men’s Retreat was “What In 

The World Am I Doing?” It was a wonderful time of worship, 
relationship-building across the generations, thought-pro-
voking presentations by Jeff Dill, Whitney Kuniholm, and 
Chris Hall, interesting and informative panel discussions, 
and relaxation in a beautiful setting. 

Here are a few of the comments various participants wrote 
about the retreat: 

“It affirmed my sense of vocation in various roles of my 
life & being fruitful in each area of life.”

“I saw how open men at Good Sam are to share honestly 
about their lives.”

“Excellent format with combination of speakers, panels, 
and small groups”

“Please always finish with Eucharist.”
“It was very heartwarming getting to know my brothers 

in Christ better.”
“The retreat was both uplifting and challenging; it gave 

me a lot to think about.”
“It spurred me on with building meaningful relationships 

with fellow brothers.”
We are looking at ways we might continue the good things 

that emerged at the retreat as we seek to “connect” with each 
other in deeper, more profound ways.

Man Up Dinner December 5 
Stew Goetz 

The Soul: Is it Unchristian? 
6:30-8:30 Walton Hall

RSVP to mensministry@good-samaritan.org
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I hope you were able to see Sunday school teacher, Rebec-
ca McNamara, sharing her testimony of working with our 
children! She is such a gift in her commitment to serving our 
program and loving these little souls! 

If you are considering joining us or know of someone who 
may be of interest, please let us know.

We have one opening in 9am Elementary Sunday School 
and three openings at 11am in Elementary Sunday School

As Rebecca mentioned, you do not need to be experienced. 
You only need a love for Jesus and the children!

Thank you for your prayers and consideration. Having a 
full complement of teachers really does provide our children 
with consistent, loving adults who care about their faith 
journey.

Grace and peace,

Tracy Defina, Director of Family Ministries

St. Nicholas Day Brunch
Saturday, December 7

10:00am - 11:30am 
sponsored by Family Ministries

This will be a child-centered event with crafts, a story,  
festive worship, delicious food and wonderful fellowship!  

All ages and stages are welcome  
to this multi-generational event. 

Please bring a fruit or sweet dish to share, 
quiche will be provided.

As an offering, please bring a child’s gift for  
St. John’s Church in Kensington. 

RSVP to tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org

Parents’ Day Out

12:45-3:45pm December 15
Movies and Crafts for Kids!  

Day out for Parents! 
RSVP to Tracy Defina  

(tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org).

On Sunday November 10, families and staff gathered to 
celebrate Chrissy Annechino’s work with Family Ministries 
and send her out to her new job teaching ESL.

Chrissy and Tracy with a really good chocolate cake
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I stood in the kitchen in 
the midst of a flurry of activity. 
The room echoed with laughter 
and chatter as ten college stu-
dents cracked eggs, browned 
breakfast sausage, fried hash 
browns, and rolled it all into 
flour tortillas. It was 11:30am 
on a Sunday, which means we 
were tasked with preparing this 

week’s Sunday Lunch, and the students were cranking out 120 
breakfast burritos. 

I say “we” were tasked with Sunday Lunch, but my in-
volvement was minimal. I asked a student, Colin, to take the 
lead on planning the meal and recruiting help, handed him 
my credit card for the purpose of buying groceries, and the 
young man ran with it from there. When I entered the Ashton 
Kitchen at 10:45, the preparations were in full swing. 

The students served with joy. Even when I busied myself 
with odds and ends, nervous that minor details throughout 
the morning may be overlooked, I always returned to a kitch-
en full of smiles, laughter, and jokes galore. It was a joy that 
only added to the pleasure of the work, not the distracting 
humor and conversation that slows down the process. This 
truly was a kitchen full of cheerful givers, excited at the op-
portunity to serve the church together.

Too often, the role or practice of ministry is understood 
as merely serving others. For example, I too often see my 
primary role as serving college students. Yet in the Ashton 
kitchen that morning, I was struck by how rarely the invitation 
to serve is personally offered to others. Many students are 
longing to serve others, and what is wanting is the invitation. 

Moments like Sunday Lunch are a reminder that we 
are not called to only serve or only to be served, to only be 
poured out or only poured into, but to serve one another as 
an outpouring of Christ’s love.

“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love 
covers a multitude of sins. show hospitality to one another 
without grumbling. As each has received a gift, use it to serve 
one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace,” writes 
the Apostle Peter. Let us serve one another, and invite each 
other into our acts of service. 

This fall has brought new faces, some from Eastern and 
some from other campuses. Slowly, the Holy Spirit is drawing 
a breadth of experience and life stories to Family Dinner, our 
Wednesday night college gathering. Several students volun-
teered to be greeters at New Chapel, and others have joined 
Good Sam’s robust team of Sunday school teachers. As early 
as the beginning of October, two first year students told me 
they have chosen Good Sam to be their church home for this 
season of life! 

Looking towards the Spring semester, we are anticipating 
and recruiting students for the CCO’s Jubilee conference, 
February 21-23 in Pittsburgh, and preparing for campus 
ministry initiatives beyond Eastern University on other area 
college and universities. 

The Holy Spirit is at work, and I am excited to see what 
God has in store in the coming months. As we enter the season 
of Advent, please join me in praying for these students as they 
take final exams and return home to spend the holidays with 
family. Pray especially that the overwhelming joy and mystery 
of Christ’s birth into the world, in the flesh, be something 
each and every student experiences this Christmas. Amen.

Student Servants
by Dan Garrison Edwards, Director of College Ministry



December 2019 Events Calendar
December 1
Pledge Sunday - Combined Service @10:30am

December 4
PRAXIS

December 6
Red Cross Blood Drive

December 7
Advent Quiet Morning

December 7 
St Nicholas Day Brunch

December 7
Dance Ministry Christmas Concert

December 11
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

December 13
Vox Renaissance Christmas Concert

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

December 14
Advent Lessons & Carols

December 14
Caregivers Group

December 14
Brandywine Singers Concert

December 15
Parents’ Day Out

December 15
Chester County Choral Society Christmas Concert

December 20
Star Wars Youth Fundraiser

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Service schedule are on page 2


