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Rejoice in the Lord; I say it again: Rejoice!
This week we’re celebrating Thanksgiving. For me as a first 

generation American it’s a new holiday. It’s one that I particu-
larly like. It comes free from the trappings of commercialism 
which so quickly overwhelmed Christmas. And it serves as 
a buffer - so that in a normal year we don’t start getting the 
Christmas decorations out until we’re done with Thanksgiving 
(and the shopping excess that follows on Black Friday).

Many of us will gather in far smaller groups than we’re used 
to at Thanksgiving. I do hope that you find some ways to reach 
out to your wider families and to connect over this holiday. As 
we remember our reliance on one another, I hope that you will 
join me in especially praying for those who are particularly 
isolated at this time. 

Beyond the focus of Thanksgiving on gathering family to-
gether, it does also remind us of the importance of the activity of 
giving thanks itself. I do believe that there’s a lot of good wisdom 
in the adage ‘count your blessings’. In fact, thankfulness could 
happily be added to the list of spiritual disciplines that helps 
us connect more profoundly with God and with one another. 
Training ourselves to see the glass as half full rather than half 
empty is simply good for the soul. 

It’s no accident that many of the psalms begin with the 
phrase ‘Give thanks to the Lord’. Thankfulness is a good place 
to start in our prayer lives. My friend Henry had a gratitude 
list that contained the names of a large number of people that 
he was thankful for. He used to go through that gratitude list 
every day as part of his prayer time. It was a good example to 
me, and I make sure that being thankful for the people in my 
life is part of my prayers day by day too.

I think that thankfulness is a close cousin to joy. In Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians he often mentions his joy or rejoicing. 
It’s interesting, because Philippians is a letter written from 
prison. He begins in chapter one verse 3 by saying, ‘I thank my 
God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, 
I always pray with joy.’ Joy and thankfulness belong together. 
You can also tell in Philippians that Paul has learned to look 
on the bright side of life. In chapter one verse 12 he says, ‘now 
I want you to know brothers that what has happened to me 
has really served to advance the gospel.’ That’s a pretty positive 
way of looking on the experience of being unfairly imprisoned.

Paul makes a choice to be thankful and that choice to be 
thankful changes his attitude. His life which could be so full 
of misery and regret becomes one that is full of joy. 

Glass half full people are able to be joyful in all circum-
stances. I don’t believe that Paul would have written the phrase 
‘rejoice in the Lord always’ if he didn’t believe it was something 
that an audience could do (Phil. 4:4). He underlines his point 
by going on to say, ‘I say it again: rejoice’.

It’s an encouragement that I need to remind myself of reg-
ularly. I can easily get down or despondent if I don’t remember 
to be thankful and to rejoice. But if I remember to be thankful, 
I can always think of plenty of things to give thanks for. It’s 
not difficult.

Can I encourage you, just as I need the encouragement 
myself, to remember to be thankful. Choose to build thank-
fulness into your daily prayers.

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday. And if you’re 
tempted, even for a second, to think of the things that you’re 
missing out on this year - stop. Make a list right now of 10 good 
things that God has given you; and give thanks! 

Richard
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The King is Coming
While reflecting on Advent, I remembered a happening back in the 70s while living in Thailand.  Our daughter was taking 

Thai classical dancing. One day during her class we could hear excited voices outside chanting: “The king is coming! The King 
is coming! We all ran to the side walk in time to see the beloved King of Thailand and his beautiful Queen slowly pass. All 
too quickly he was gone. One brief exciting moment to remember.

As we enter Advent this is our time to remember, to reflect and wait for our beloved King to come to us, anytime, and 
without advance notice. In the midst of preparing for His coming to us in the flesh as a babe, we await His return as King of 
Kings, Lord of heaven and earth. Jesus is with us. Jesus will come in all glory.  

Believers, you and I, are encouraged by God’s word to put aside the busyness of the world, give pause in the hustle and 
bustle of holiday details. As we enter a new Christian year (Lectionary B), we share the promise and hope that Christ’s return 
is to be a light scattered throughout the nations. So many today live in darkness with poverty, without resources, and poverty 
of God’s love and grace. God wants to greet all people, and to give them hope for today and eternity.

There is no greater offering from the King of Kings than to lay down his life for his friends. While we can never repay His 
gift of sacrificial love, we can bring our yearning hearts and failures before Him, ask for forgiveness, and then be free to give 
to one another. In prayer we join with those persecuted for their faith, and those who need security and safety, healing and 
comfort for their weary spirits.

So, our worship in Advent prepares for Christ’s coming to us… again. And, if we feel disappointed that Anglicans don’t 
sing Christmas carols just yet, “Let every heart prepare a throne and every voice a song.” Our Advent hymns are full of beauty, 
joy and promise.

“Hark a thrilling voice is sounding.  Christ is nigh…”

“Creator of the stars at night, your people’s everlasting light…”

“Come thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free…”

“The King shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks…”

God’s blessings dear friends,  Marcia+
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Less formidable upon the horizon, in the valleys and 
hillocks, along the rivers and deep in the woods, there is life. 
It is the digging and sowing and pruning and harvesting life. 
It is the birthing and growing and wedding and dying life.

It is no secret that the majority of humanity’s “wealth” 
is invested in building or breaking mountains. Collectively, 
there is an insatiable hunger to go further and higher – more 
knowledge, more power, more influence. And this collective 
mind trickles downward into the valleys, planting dreams of 
“more” as our children (and adults!) long to wash the earth 
from their hands, to cast aside toil for travel forwards and 
upwards. The word “settle” has become bitter to the palate, 
exchanged for the sweetness of wanderlust and upward-mo-
bility-lust.

The tragic consequence of holding a constant upward and 
forward gaze is that we look down and around less. We begin 
to live through, yet not experience, the moments of life. We 
are there, but not fully present.

There is danger here, which is the whole point of this re-
flection. Our values, which are evidenced not through what 
we say they are, but rather through the actions and priorities 
(fruits) of our daily lives, are influenced by the direction of our 
gaze. When we spend more time deepening our relationship 
with God, when we spend more time sharing in the joy and 
sorrow with family and friends, when we spend more time 
climbing “mountains”, when we spend more time showing 
who we want to be than living who we are – we are nurtured 
by the soil we are planted in.

Throughout this past year, Niños con Valor, like many 
ministries, has been consumed by our response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, by our need to not only recuperate lost 
revenue but grow so as to have a bigger impact. We have talked 
countless hours about the Bolivian elections and the poten-
tial impact upon our organization. We have met to discuss 
strategy for expanding our ministry – onward and upward.

And then a child became sick. And then that child died. 
*Linda, who was a light in our midst, who defied doctors’ 
expectations and learned to walk, to talk, to laugh with her 
“brothers” and “sisters”, became suddenly ill two weeks ago, 
and in less than 24 hours had passed on to be with her Lord. 
In that moment, everything became still. Our eyes fixed upon 
this precious life, with us only 33 months, and yet impacting 
each of us in ways that will continue until we meet her again 
in Glory.

Why is it, that when these moments occur – births, deaths, 
graduations, weddings, anniversaries, etc. – the mountains 
seem to fade? What might life be like, if we invested ourselves 
fully in the moments, and spent less time, energy and resourc-
es in scaling or building mountains? Would there be more 
or less happiness? More or less peace? More or less justice?

Linda’s 33 months with us were short. She did not have the 
opportunity to grow up and experience a lot of life’s offerings. 
Yet the time she had was spent from moment to moment, 
moments filled with love and joy, moments that in a short 
time combined to create a true and lasting summit. She had 
a happy life. She was loved and knew it. And we are all the 
better because of it.

Prayer Requests

For God’s peace following Linda’s passing – for our chil-
dren and staff, and the many individuals who have been a 
part of her life from inside and outside of Bolivia.

For wisdom as we seek to live in the moment and give 
each individual child in our care the depth of recognition 
and love they deserve.

For Julieta, an 8-year-old girl who just joined our family. 
She is receiving treatment for leukemia following years of 
neglect and is clearly very traumatized – that we can share 
with her the love of Christ, and that he would bring her 
physical healing.

For Isaac, an 8-month-old boy who recently joined our 
family as well – that we would be able to provide the support 
he needs at such a crucial age for his development, and that 
we would be able to provide the preventative health care he 
needs for his condition.

Praise Reports
For the opportunity we have to share life with the 42 chil-

dren, teens and young adults currently in our care – we learn 
and grow so much, and there really is no better blessing that 
being entrusted with sharing of God’s healing love to those 
in most need of it.

For our two new US board members – Becky and Andrew 
– who along with the rest of the team bring incredible expe-
rience and passion to the table for the sake of our children.

For our two new youth therapists and new psychologist 
recently hired to work with our boys – all are men of faith 
and we feel really good about their commitment to serving 
our children with their gifts and experience.

Mountains and Moments and the Death of a Child
by Tyson Malo
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Vestry Corner 
November 2020 Vestry Meeting

by Andy Balsan

Our meeting began with a reading of Ephesians 6 about the 
Armor of God. Vestry Members shared their thoughts about 
these verses. It brought to light the very real spiritual battle 
we are in and highlights the armor God provides as well as 
that we need to be ready to share the gospel. 

As part of the meeting agenda, we discussed the upcoming 
2021 budget planning process. We are taking a conservative 
approach to next year as these COVID conditions persist. 
Although not we are not currently experiencing a deficit in 
giving, we are concerned about “giving fatigue” as meeting 
in person is difficult (or undesirable) for many parishioners. 
Although the budget is only in the preliminary stages, our 
current proposed budget accounts for an overall 3% decrease. 
The decrease is due to uncertainty of continued giving as 
well as reduced expenses due to fewer services and in-person 
activities. We spent several minutes discussing the mission 
budget, how to continue to support existing missions through 
this period.

In the coming weeks the Finance Committee, Clergy and 
Staff will be working through the budget process to be ready 
to present a final budget proposal to Vestry no later than 
February 2021.

We received an updated Nominating Committee report. 
In 2021, we are looking for four new Vestry members. The 
Nominating committee has identified several good candi-
dates who have confirmed either they will run or that they 
are strongly considering it. Please pray with us as we look to 
fill these key positions.

As a Vestry, we are also responsible for complying with 
the bylaws of our church. An idea arose that we consider 
decreasing the number of vestry from 15 members to 12. 
We reviewed pros and cons, but firmly concluded that Vestry 
should remain at the current 15.

Lastly, Richard reminded us that Stewardship Sunday is 
coming up on November 29. This joyful service, where pa-
rishioners physically come to the altar with their pledges will 
look quite different in this year of COVID. Please pray with 
us and consider your tithes and offerings for our church as 
2021 quickly approaches.

The Day School is Open!
The children’s smiles are hidden behind adorable masks, 

but we can see their bright eyes and their excited spirits! One 
hundred-twenty children are coming to the Day School each 
week in person learning more about our world and our God.

Children are greeted each day by their teachers at different 
doors. We check their temperatures; they hand sanitize and 
enter the school. The teachers come to work with positive atti-
tudes in this our “new normal” school year. Teachers provide 
an exciting curriculum full of movement, music, books, and 
fun activities. Much of the day is spent outside in a specially 
created gym space, library, and music area that Tad has set 
up for us. We go outside in good and bad weather, dressed 
accordingly. 

Chaplain Ben leads each class in Chapel every other week. 
It is a little quieter than our usual eighty plus people in Chapel, 
but more personal this year. Thank you Chaplain Ben!

We have a teacher or parent who sanitizes the playground 
equipment, music space and gym between each class to give 
an extra measure of safety. Children and teachers wash and 
sanitize their hands several times a day. The Day School has 
been healthy since we started in September. Thank you God!

We are grateful for all the support of the parents and our 
church family in this unprecedented time.

-Barb Condit, Director 

Day School Parent Teacher conferences held outside during Covid

No caption needed!
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Fall 2020 has been a semester like no other. Both public 
and private colleges and universities have varying approaches 
to student life, some opting to house resident students with 
semi-frequent testing while others have gone completely 
remote. Only in the beginning of November did some insti-
tutions begin to roll out pandemic policies and expectations 
for the coming spring semester of 2021. 

College and Young Adult ministry at Church of the Good 
Samaritan looks far different than it has in past semesters. Our 
contact with students at Eastern University is near exclusively 
virtual to adhere with the university’s policies for students and 
visitors. Yet, the Holy Spirit has opened new opportunities 
in this season. Many college students connected to Good Sa-
maritan either through familial connections or who came up 
through the church’s youth ministry are now living at home 
taking virtual classes. Considering this, we are committed to 
connecting with, and caring for, the array of college students 
in the Good Sam orbit. This is not a new commitment, but 
one that has taken new shape with many students now geo-
graphically closer than in a normal semester. Fr. Ben Capps, 
Katie Staronka, and I realized early on that we needed to create 
a central location for that connection and care to take place.

In the beginning of September, we built a new outdoor 
space for us to gather in person in a safe way for Bible studies, 
prayer services, and to simply meet up for conversation or 
to study someplace that is not a dorm or bed room. Looking 
towards the winter months, we invested in patio heaters and 
a propane fire pit. It is our goal to make this an outdoor space 
for all seasons. 

“The Commons,” as we’ve come to call this new space, has 
allowed us to meet in person more frequently than we had 
in the spring semester. Despite faces obscured by mandatory 
masks, we witness students physically relax as they sit down to 
interact with other human beings without the mediation of a 
web cam. Prayer is abundant as we share about our semesters 
and what living and studying through this pandemic has been 
like. Our bi-weekly vespers service serves as a moment to 
examine ourselves, be present in our bodies, and take stock 
of what we are carrying with us. And at each vesper service, 
we engage in a different practice of contemplation, inviting 
the Holy Spirit to join us and remind us of Christ’s presence. 

In late October, we carved pumpkins together and com-
miserated over our missed Halloween traditions, and we are 
currently planning different Christmas festivities to help 
decompress the end of the semester. Beginning in December, 
our vespers will be weekly as we observe Advent. 

In all these things, I keep returning to the idea of the 
ministry of presence. The gift of being physically present with 
others is something we can offer. Each week Katie (Staronka)
and I reevaluate what is working and what is not. But God 
is good, and that is what we return to time and time again. 

The Peace of Christ,
Dan Garrison Edwards,
Director of College and Young Adult Ministries

Dan Garrison Edwards Katie Staronka

Connecting at the Commons

College Ministry During a Pandemic
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Parish Nurse Corner 
by Susan Starke, RN, MS

The Pastoral Care Team at Good Samaritan includes all 
the clergy and the parish nurse. We are all still devoted to 
taking care of all parishioners, even as we struggle with the 
limitations of these challenging times. Please do pass on 
concerns for our attention, for prayer, for calling, and for 
visiting when possible.

Contact information: (Church phone 610-644-4040)
Susan Starke: susan.starke@good.samaritan.org x207 
Cell: 610-304-4338
Marcia Wilkinson: marcia.wilkinson@good-samaritan.org 
x216
John Whitnah: john.whitnah@good-samaritan.org x212
Richard Morgan: richard.morgan@good-samaritan.org 
x210
Ben Capps ben.capps@good-samaritan.org x213

A Season for Giving
There will be an “Advent Giving Tree” again this year to 

support the students and families at St. James School*. You 
may either take an ornament from the Giving Tree in the 
atrium on one of the first two Sundays during Advent or 
purchase something from the online wishlist. 

These ornaments will allow you to give a cash donation 
that provides one of the following:

• $25 gift card for each member of a student’s family
• “Student of the Week” books ($25)
• Materials for a science lab ($50)
• Ornaments to purchase a gift, under $25 for all ages 

between 1 and 15
• Stocking Stuffers
Although COVID has restricted the way St. James is 

distributing gifts this year, they will continue to ensure that 
each student is remembered at Christmastime. Can you help?

All gifts need to be returned to the atrium by December 
10, unwrapped, with the ornament attached. 

If you wish to purchase something online and have it 
sent directly to St. James school, the online link is: https://
www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/LNQDI9VI9961/
ref=cm_wl_huc_view 

If you have questions, please contact Debbie Attardi 
at debbie.attardi@gmail.com or 610-212-1090 or Cheryl 
Hutchinson at chutchinson823@gmail.com or 610-354-0220.

“Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so will-
ingly, for they made their offering to the Lord with a whole 
heart.” 1 Chronicles 29:9

*St. James School is a faith-based middle school in the 
Episcopal tradition, located in North Philadelphia, commit-
ted to educating under-resourced children in a nurturing 
environment. 

Good Sam’s Caregiver Group did a Gratitude Post-It 
Board, and it was a wonderful reminder of the many things we 
are so grateful for, even if most of us are living with so much 
loss of time with family and friends even over Thanksgiving.

Retired & Refired
• Stew Crumpler will be the featured speaker at the 

December 2 meeting of the Retired & Refired group. 
He will address Viruses, Vaccines and Risk with em-
phasis on Covid 19. 

• December 16: Joe Kennedy “Good Sam Pastors” 

• January 6 - March 3: Charlie Kleeman “Great British 
Cathedrals”

• These are  Zoom meetings beginning at 11:45.  
Email richardtoland@hotmail.com for the link. 
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Youth Ministries

We have five different small groups meeting on a weekly 
basis. Some of these will meet less frequently during the 
holidays. (We want to make sure everyone is kept safe!) But 
we will pick back up in January (if infection rates allow us 
to do so). We have been happy with how well the students 
have responded to this shift in our program structure. A 
HUGE “shout out” to all the small group leaders that have 
been trying new things and making the gatherings each week 
engaging and fun!

Good Sam Kids

Weekly Kids Packets

We have been putting together weekly “kid’s packets” for 
Sunday mornings and those that have been here in person 
seem to have really appreciated them. We are going to be 
making a slight shift to help with lowering costs and use of 
paper. The packets had been different every week - usually 
containing activities that correspond to the Gospel reading. 
Moving forward, the packets will be designed for you to KEEP 
and bring back with you to church. They will be larger and 
contain more activity and color sheets. They will not neces-
sarily correspond with the weekly messages, but parents can 
choose which elements to use each week. Our hope is to in-
clude enough material to last 6-8 weeks. The new packets will 
be available November 29, and we will retool them February 7.

Good Sam Kids LIVE!

On the first Sunday of the month, we have been hosting 
a zoom call event that we call “Good Sam Kids LIVE!” These 
have been a great success and have even been something of an 
outreach to families outside our usual sphere of ministry. We 
have fun, play games, sing songs, and even have a snack and 
do a craft! Each month we have a biblically based lesson and 
help the kids to learn more about the Bible and Jesus Christ, 
and we discuss how the lesson applies to our daily lives. The 
next event is December 6, and you can sign up to participate 
at www.good-samaritan.org/GoodSamKidsLIVE.

Family Campfire Event

On Saturday, November 14 we had more than fifty people 
join us for a COVID-19 Safe Family Campfire! We had eleven 
campfires and plenty of firewood… and an abundance of hot 
chocolate and S’mores! One family chose to kill two birds 
with one stone and had a Sweet 16 birthday party around 
their campfire! What we heard was that it was great to SEE 
other people. From our perspective, it was great seeing YOU! 
Thank you to all those that came, and an even bigger thanks 
to those that helped make the event happen! 

ADVENT

Every Pre-K through 5th grade child will be mailed TWO 
things: (1) a kids Advent WREATH (mostly paper… DIY 
kind of thing) and (2) an Advent Calendar and Devotional 
packet. We want to make sure that each family has plenty 
of material to journey through advent together. We are also 
considering making companion videos for the advent wreath 
activities so that the whole family can watch together as part 
of their Sunday.

CHRISTMAS EVE

You will be getting a lot more information about our plans 
for Christmas Eve, but we wanted to let you know we are 
planning SOMETHING for families earlier in the day. We 
have traditionally done a service at 11:00 AM that is targeted 
towards younger children. This year, an inside service is not 
really a possibility, so we have been thinking outside the box 
to provide a “Christmas experience” that is fun and engaging 
but also follows all CDC guidelines. We are actually VERY 
excited about the possibilities and we think you are going 
to love what we come up with. The church will send out an 
announcement about what exactly the event will be and at 
what times we will be able to offer it.

Family Ministries
by Jonathan Hobbs, Director of Family Ministries

Happy 16th!S’mores!



Good Samaritan Christmas Tree Sale

Benefits Good Samaritan’s HELPS ministry,  
that helps those in Chester County who are experiencing financial hardship. 

November 27: 9am-3pm / November 28: 9am-3pm / November 29: 12pm-3pm

December 5: 9am-3pm / December 6: 11am-3pm / December 12: 9am-3pm / December 13: 11am-3pm

Sign Up to Help Sell the Trees Here:
https://good-samaritan.ccbchurch.com/goto/scheduling/25/public

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301


