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Deep Calls to Deep

There’s a fascinating phrase in the middle of Psalm 42. ‘Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; all your waves and 
breakers have swept over me’. It’s a psalm expressing longing for God in the context of being cut off from the public worship 
of the temple and the anxiety of political unrest. In many ways it’s a psalm for our times.

‘Deep calls to Deep’ is a rallying cry and a theme verse for us for the coming year. It expresses that underneath the tumult 
of waterfalls, waves and breakers there’s something more profound that cuts through the noise. In the middle of anxiety, loss 
and longing there’s a steady presence to be found by going deep. T.S. Elliot’s ‘still point of the turning world’.

The refrain of the psalm is: ‘My soul, why are you so downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your trust in God, for 
yet I will praise him, my Savior and my God.’ It’s an encouragement for us to look to God rather than being thrown by cir-
cumstances. It’s an encouragement to find that deep place, where ‘deep calls to deep’.

It will be many months until life in our nation and life in our church emerges into a post-covid reality. For church, I’m 
looking forward to a glorious celebration at Christmas 2021. If we get there sooner - wonderful.

How do we live in the meantime? We could get downcast and disturbed. Political chaos, economic uncertainty and disease 
and death are certainly all in the news. Isolation, employment uncertainties and the stress of remote communication. The lack of 
being face to face with people is perhaps the toughest. But there’s plenty to get disturbed by if we choose to fix our minds on it.

Or we can choose to turn our eyes to God. To put our faith in him. To take this time of relative isolation to build that most 
important of relationships. To go deep with our faith. To seek Christ day by day and to invite the Spirit to show us how to love 
our neighbors as we ‘pray continually’ throughout each day. The strategies are simple - worship (however we engage with that), 
giving of our finances and time, fellowship (even if on the phone or by zoom), a regular pattern of prayer and Bible reading, 
choices for more simple living and less fixation on buying and consuming things, silence and periods of waiting on God, good 
choices about the media we consume, an attentiveness to the Spirit throughout the day. You know the drill.

I’m hoping this psalm, and the cry ‘deep calls to deep’, will encourage us to choose the second.

With love and affection for our whole church family,

Richard
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Our New Normal
by Ben Capps

Today two separate groups of ten masked and distanced 
children gathered in this space and heard about the explosion 
of God’s unending love that created the world.

It was our first chapel(s) of the year and my heart is full and 
overwhelmed. As I signed the service registry book I looked 
just above and saw my handwriting logging the chapel that 
happened on March 12th when I had 100 kids in that chapel 
and thought it best to not shake hands with every student 
afterwards - just to be careful... Nothing had happened since 
then. We shut it all down days after that. Nothing. March 12 
to September 22nd.

It’s good to be back even under these restrictions. It’s 
cathartic to say these prayers with my people again and to 
hear a mask-inhibited three-year-old proclaim their love 
for dolphins in the middle of the explosion of love/creation 
story. But we’ve also lost a lot in the past six months and I’m 
holding onto the profundity of that. Nearly 200,000 lives in 
our country alone is not a small number that we can brush 
aside amidst our craving for normalcy.

Some things will start to seem normal again and this is 
okay. But I hope we can hold the joy of small normalcies and 
the devastation that we’ve all witnessed together as we con-
tinue to move forward into the fall and towards a new year.

In the meantime, these kids need to know about God’s 
love and I’m bound and determined to figure out a way to 
keep making that happen.

Day School Chapel

Masked Day School Staff

Day School Gym Outside
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American Heritage Girls at Good Sam

American Heritage Girls (AHG) was founded by a group 
of parents wanting a faith-based, scout-type character de-
velopment program for their daughters in 1995. The AHG 
Program is dedicated to the mission of building women of 
integrity through service to God, family, community, and 
country. AHG girls across the nation and the globe participate 
in badge programs, service projects, leadership opportunities, 
and outdoor experiences, all with an emphasis on Christian 
values and family involvement.

Today there are Troops in every state and in 15 countries 
around the world through the Trailblazer Program. A variety 
of Christian denominations are also represented as Charter 
Organizations for Troops. There are thousands of volunteer 
members across the country helping girls to grow in their 
faith, cultivate a heart for service, enjoy the great outdoors, 
and have more fun than they can imagine!

If you are interested in learning more about AHG, and 
specifically Troop 1234, contact Deb McNulty at contact@
troop-pa1234-1.trooptrack.email

When Should I Get My Flu Shot?
by Susan Starke, Parish Nurse

I imagine you have all heard and seen even more promo-
tions to get your flu shot early this year: trying to prevent the 
“double pandemic.”

I have done another review of the literature about timing 
of the flu vaccine in our area, and I am still persuaded by the 
expert medical opinions that getting the flu vaccine in mid 
to late October is still the best option. This allows time for 
the 2 to 4 weeks for the vaccine to reach its full effect, well 
before the flu virus arrives in our area, which is usually around 
Thanksgiving or after.

There seems to be some good evidence that the coverage 
for the flu vaccine diminishes after six months, and there has 
often been a prolonged “flu season” around here into early 
April.

If you have already gotten the flu vaccine - good for you! 
So glad you did that. You may need a booster sometime five 
to six months after your dose; check with your doctor or 
provider about that.

Also, there is a “double dose” vaccine for those over 65, 
which is advised. The flu and covid are particularly hard on 
the older population

Hope you all do get the flu vaccine - and help your body 
to muster all it can to prevent that very serious illness.

Daily Devotionals Available in the Atrium

The Upper Room
Encounter with God
In Touch
Forward Day by Day
Please help yourselves! Pick one up to share with a friend.
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Vestry Corner
by Ian MacDonald

The September vestry meeting was held via Zoom. Richard 
led us in a devotional based on Hebrews 10:19-25. The theme 
of the passage, at least for me, was encouragement to persevere 
in our faith and to draw near to God. Richard emphasized the 
writer’s encouragement in verse 24, “…let us consider how 
we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” 

I reflected on how much more ‘considering’ needs to be 
done to accomplish these things in today’s conditions. 

This meeting was not for business but for ‘vestry forma-
tion.’ I interpreted this as a time to get to know one another 
better and to grow closer as a group. The format for the eve-
ning was that each one of us would be asked to share what 
has been going on, particularly in our spiritual life. Richard 
suggested we might share one thing that has made us sad, 
one mad, and one glad. After each person had shared Richard 
would ask another to pray for that person.

The evening was fascinating as vestry members talked 
about what had been going on in their lives over the last few 
months. There was a refreshing openness as we shared our 
stories. There were frustrations about jobs, parenting, isola-
tion, schooling, the world, no hugging, lack of casual human 
interactions, and many other things. Also, gratefulness for 
more opportunity to read the Bible, pray, and a greater need 
for closeness to God.

It was with joy that I heard for the first time that Ashley 
Henderson is engaged to Nick von Dohlen. Their wedding 
will be towards the end of October. Also, we heard the news 
from John Remaley that he will be leaving Good Samaritan 
to serve in a local church where he lives in Marcus Hook. 
He expressed his gladness and sadness as he follows this call 
from God. We are glad for him but we will miss him greatly 
on the vestry.

At the June Vestry meeting the Parish Discernment Group 
recommended to the Vestry the endorsement of Amy Craw-
ford as a postulant for holy orders, and the vestry endorsed 
her. She now moves forward in the diocesan process. Also, 
at that meeting, the vestry agreed to financial support for 
Chris Micklewright as he attends the Virginia Theological 
Seminary for the 2020-2021 academic year. He now lives in 
Virginia with his family.

Second Evening With Chris Hall

via Zoom, October 8
7:00-8:00pm

Learning Resilience

Certainly the past six months have been a very “heavy” 
time for all of us. The convergence of so many issues all at 
once can seem overwhelming. Think for a moment of issues 
related to the pandemic, health care, racial justice, economic 
stress, political discourse, education, and natural disasters. 
Our current context, individually, nationally, and globally, is 
difficult in so many ways.

Learning = apprehending, assimilating, training, com-
prehending, studying, 

Resilience = durability, tenacity, buoyancy, elasticity, 
toughness, adaptability

There are invitations and resources from God for each of us 
and all of us in the midst of these difficult circumstances. Join 
Chris Hall (via zoom) as he encourages us these two evenings. 

Chris Hall currently serves as President of Renovaré. 
Previously Chris was Director of Academic Spiritual For-
mation and Distinguished Professor of Theology at Eastern 
University. Chris is the author of a number of books, including 
The Mystery of God (with Steven D. Boyer; Baker Academic), 
Reading Scripture with the Church Fathers, Learning Theology 
with the Church Fathers, Worshiping with the Church Fathers 
(InterVarsity Press), and The Trinity (with Roger Olson; Eerd-
mans). His most recent book is Living Wisely with the Church 
Fathers (Intervarsity Press). Chris and his wife Debbie reside 
in Philadelphia. They have three grown children.

The first evening was recorded and is available on the 
Good Samaritan Youtube channel: https://www.youtube.com/
user/goodsampaoli



The Samaritan

-5-

College Ministry @ Good Sam

The semester is in full swing, and we are excited to be host-
ing both in-person and virtual events! Follow our Instagram 
@goodsamaritancollegeministry to stay up to date with all 
our college ministry news!

• Monday Night Hang Out: 7:00pm; Virtual on Zoom 1st 
and 3rd Monday of the month, In Person at Good Sam 
on 2nd and 4th Mondays.

• Wednesday Vespers: 6:30pm 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 
Good Sam or Join us through Instagram Live!

• Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7:00pm on the 2nd and 
4th Wednesdays at Good Sam.

This will be a ZOOM call starting at 4:00pm. It’s designed 
for kids in 1st through 4th grade but younger and older are 
definitely invited. We will have music, games, challenges, a 
cartoon, and a lesson, and we are hoping to add some fun 
surprises in there as well!  

We’re planning on it being about 30-40 minutes long. You 
can sign in a little early; there will be a countdown and some 
music starting about 5-10 minutes beforehand. (For those 
who took part in the Virtual VBS this summer, this will be 
very similar. We learned a lot during that event and we are 
putting that knowledge to good use!)

To sign up, head over to our website: good-samaritan.org/
GoodSamKidsLIVE

From there you can read more about the program and 
click on the link to register. We will send out the ZOOM link 
and password to all those that sign up!

Also, we are going to attempt to do a craft together as 
part of this event. We will have you pick up the materials at 
church on Sunday (or perhaps all throughout the weekend...
stay tuned for the final call on that). This is one of the reasons 
why we need to have sign ups! (if you can’t make it to the 
church to pick up craft materials, we can send them out to 
you, just let us know!)  

So that’s the basics: 4:00pm on the first Sunday of each 
month beginning October 4.  

Contact Jonathan Hobbs (jonathan.hobbs@good-samar-
itan.org) with questions!

Meet New CCO Staff Member Katie Staronka

Katie graduated with her Bachelors in 
Biblical and Ministry Studies from Waynes-
burg University in 2019 with a concentration 
in Children and Youth Ministry and Child 
Development. While in university, Katie had 
the opportunity to intern for a few churches 
in Pittsburgh and West Virginia and work 
with students in a before and after school 

program and summer camp. After attending the CCO’s Ocean 
City Beach Project in 2018, she fell in love with the mission 
and vision of the CCO. Katie has always been passionate 
about building relationships, and the CCO gave her a chance 
to live out that passion every day, getting to share the love of 
Christ with students who will then go out and share the good 
news with others. 

Before coming to Good Sam Katie was on CCO staff as 
a fellow at Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP), where 
she had the opportunity to spend a year learning from and 
working with veteran CCO staff. During her time there she 
loved meeting and discipling students, creating and leading 
a worship team, and learning to work on a team of staff. Be-
cause of this, she decided to stay on with the CCO as Career 
staff and recently accepted a position reaching out to local 
college students in partnership with The Church of the Good 
Samaritan.
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October Season 
by Joyce Morrow

October ends turtle nesting season down South for an-
other year.  From May to October, Mother Turtles arrive at 
the beach where she was born when she is capable of laying 
eggs, often at 20 – 25 years old. She can travel 6,000 miles a 
year and arrive within ¼ mile of where she was born to return 
and nest her eggs. Once she lays her eggs she returns to the 
ocean. The sand and sun warm her eggs and temperature 
determines their sex. Within 30-60 days the hatchlings use 
their strength and teamwork to create a ladder to climb out 
of the nest and dash to the ocean.  

God’s creation, the sea turtle, has innate Global Tracking 
System (GPS).  She awaits her time and when it is time, nav-
igates to her birthplace to lay her eggs. Amazing, today we 
rely on our GPS, but perhaps we should check-in and rely on 
our faith. If God provides for the sea turtle, he will provide for 
us. The Mother turtle returns to the ocean after she nests. An 
impression upon me sometimes when we complete our task, 
might it be wise to have the faith and know God will care for 
the rest, just like the Mother sea turtle.  

As we navigate the pandemic, go back to school, back to 
work, and the fall harvest approaches, recall we have a time 
for all seasons, even turtle gatherings. 

Turtle Gathering

It is time, a prayer is created for the turtles to gather, 
ancient of days the ocean remembers the waves to reach the 
prayers. Heaven hears the whispers in the wind and might 
my prayers be worthy of whispers.

May the turtle mothers gather and might they be safe, 
protected from destruction from those who do not know 
their impact on the sea and her children.

Come ashore with procreation and nest your little eggs 
for the sun, sand and heaven to care for ancient of days may 
the creator protect and keep you safe, may the wisdom of the 
sea call you to a turtle gathering.   

Apprise Medicare Counseling  
Moves to Phone Appointments During Covid

APPRISE is a free health insurance counseling program 
to help all Medicare beneficiaries in Pennsylvania with health 
insurance concerns. APPRISE counselors are specially trained 
volunteers who can answer your questions about Medicare 
and provide you with objective, easy-to understand informa-
tion about health insurance. 

APPRISE services are free and all information is kept 
completely confidential. 

The APPRISE program is conducted under the auspices 
of the Chester County Department of Aging Services. 

If you are interested in setting up a phone appointment, 
call Sarah Milam, APPRISE Program Coordinator, Chester 
County Department of Aging Services at 484-678-9788. 

Man Up Gathering  
7:00-8:30pm October 22

Church and Live Stream

Chaz Howard will present a prelude to the Men’s Retreat 
“Crossing Borders”

2020 Men’s Retreat

with Chaz Howard
November 13 & 14

Chaz will lead our discussion around “Crossing Borders,” 
using the Old Testament story of Joseph to explore topics of 
betrayal, food insecurity, forgiveness, reconciliation and car-
ing for others. We will NOT be going to Black Rock Retreat 
Center this year as originally planned and will instead have 
the retreat at the church. Stay tuned for details.



The Samaritan

-7-

In my last letter to Good Sam friends I mentioned reading 
as one of my likes.

All sorts of books. Those that pertain to life today, and, 
as related to history. Norm and I are not big on social media. 
We do not subscribe to Facebook or Twitter. In these times 
of instant or rapid responses and firing off of comments, I 
feel protected that we aren’t dealing with passions and con-
victions on social media. So, we read and discuss and discuss 
some more.

During these days and months of seeing the emotional 
upheaval in our country and having to focus on critical de-
cisions as American citizens, I’ve been thinking and trying 
to put together a thought on how we are to live into our New 
Kingdom life as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

My question is: how is the gospel relevant right now in 
these times? My thoughts are not centered on campaigns, 
elections, not even the candidates, important as they are.

Rather, how does the gospel inform the way we think, 
how do we measure the words of Jesus in these times? And, 
what would we say to one another if Jesus were present in 
the flesh in the 21st century? How would Jesus participate 
in conversation and act in this situation where division is 
prevalent and ideas escalate to raw emotions and one or more 
lose perspective in the discussion?

Currently, I am reading the true story of a retired Navy Seal 
who was shot in Afghanistan. He talks throughout his story 
about the necessity of keeping cool in adversity, especially, 
keeping calm so that we won’t go blindly into a dead-end 
called rage. It seems that in today’s broadcasting of current 
events, the greater the outrage, the more coverage, the greater 
the elevation of emotions. We seem to be measuring our moral 
purpose from political leaders or activism. That just isn’t how 
it must be for believers. 

This is not the way of Jesus. Jesus was disciplined, and 
sure-footed, confident of his place in the world he came to 
save and bring into the loving fold of God. The gospel lessons 
have been given to us so that our perspective in life and living 
is radically different and life changing.

Grace In These Times…

by Marcia Wilkinson

As members of the New Kingdom in Christ Jesus, we have 
a common cause. Believe it or not it is not to bring social jus-
tice. The offering of justice is a by-product of having received 
the love and forgiveness and new life in Christ, to bestow on 
others. The common cause we share as believers is to proclaim 
and live with Christ, and for Christ, so that the world knows 
there is a life grander than one of violence, revenge, hatred 
and self-absorption. 

If our purpose is to proclaim Christ, how can we respond 
in these days when anxiety, persuasion, and emotional tactics 
play such a role? What habits have we established for our 
lives? Are we thinkers that reflect on history and weigh our 
decisions? Do we listen to others carefully who differ from us, 
just in case they may have a point of view that is reasonable?

We do not need to fear others because we hold differing 
points of view. In fact, brotherly/sisterly love demands that 
we listen carefully with no name calling, no assumptions. In 
Christian language we say we listen and try to understand 
another with Grace, God given grace. Ideas matter, words 
matter. Yet, what counts the most is our genuine willingness 
to understand another and to be gracious in our speech.

By definition, conversation is meant to be mutual, and 
two way. The goal of speaking and sharing, especially for a 
Christian, is to bring out the best in others, not put them 
down, not cut them out. Forcing someone to be silent be-
cause he/she does not agree, is not of Christ. He admired 
those who questioned with honesty, those who were open to 
be informed and to receive his love for them. Christ was the 
listener who was able to pierce the heart, ignite the mind, to 
bring Kingdom-living into view (check out weekly reflections 
by Richard, Ruth and Ben on Colossians).

In the weeks ahead, let us persevere in prayer for a peace 
in Christ that will “keep us in tune with each other, in step 
with one another.” Our future resides in life that lasts forever. 
Together, we can stand firm, mature and confident that God 
is calling us to proclaim Jesus, and His cross, and His gift of 
saving grace for all. 



212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

RADIANT WOMEN’S WORSHIP GATHERING
7:00-8:45pm October 16

The Stage on the West Lawn
Church of the Good Samaritan is excited to host the  

October RADIANT Women’s Worship Gathering:  
Our theme will be “HOPE”

Bring: your mask, lawn chair, water, Bible, journal/pen,  
blanket or jacket, and flashlight.

Restrooms will be available in the church.  
There will be plenty of room to socially distance.  

We ask that you wear a mask until you are seated.  
Once seated, you may remove your mask.

Friends are welcome and no RSVP is needed.
Looking forward to being together to worship our Great God!

RADIANT (www.intimateallies.org/radiant)  
is a women’s monthly worship gathering of the Intimate Allies ministry.

In a world that demands so much, this time is for you to come and be filled...
No pressure, no preparation, no homework. Jesus is inviting us into more of Him.  

We want more. We want to be RADIANT (Psalm 34:5)!


