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Did you know that (if invited) between 63% and 82% of 
Americans say a personal invitation from a family member, 
friend or co-worker would be very or somewhat effective 
in getting them to visit a church? That statistic alone should 
be enough to make most of us take pause and sincerely 
consider who in our lives would be immensely blessed by 
having the privilege to experience the same beauty we have 
come to see through this special community. But the details 
of what constitutes “an invitation” or “a visit” can make 
a big difference in whether an initial invitation to visit a 
church turns into two visits, then three, then true connection 
into the community in a meaningful way… or just a polite 
“courtesy visit” to a church service, never to return again. 
More often than not, the most successful church visits en-
gage visitors in a community through a “side door” to the 
church, rather than a traditional Sunday service.

The Invite Team exists to help us be better at connecting 
with our neighbors to help them connect with The Church 
of the Good Samaritan. Through this team, we will be 
exploring new and creative ways to equip and empower 
members of Good Samaritan to cultivate more intentional 
relationships with our neighbors outside of Good Samaritan 
and develop more opportunities to invite people to Good 
Samaritan beyond our usual Sunday services.

What to Look Forward To 

The first step to becoming a more inviting community 
is to cultivate a passion for developing authentic, sincere, 
loving connections with those who “are not yet here” with-
in the hearts of those in our community who “are here.” 
One of the first steps we will be taking to help empower 
our community toward that end will take the form of a 
sermon series titled “Beautiful Lives” – designed to help 
empower how we think about our role in the Kingdom of 
God differently.

Next, we need to become more intentional about what 
type of “side door” and even “church-adjacent” “visit 
opportunities” we can provide to people who are new 
to our community – to help them connect into circles of 
relationship as easily and powerfully as possible. One 
practical step already taken on this front is the decision by 
the Vestry, formalized at our November 12th Vestry meet-
ing, to discontinue “Fair Days” for the foreseeable future 
to free up resources, energy and focus for the Invite Team 
to explore new ways to engage the community around us 
over the summer.

This will be just one small part of what the Invite Team 
is working on over the coming year – but it is an important 
and highly visible part of this team’s near-term objectives.

How You Can Help 

The most powerful and practical way you can help ad-
vance the vision for why the Invite Team exists is to simply 
be more intentional about the relationships you have with 
your co-workers, friends, and neighbors. Find new ways to 
elevate your conversations to matters of more significance, 
and seek out opportunities to invite them to engage with 
the community at The Church of the Good Samaritan.

And, of course, none of these conversations have but 
a fraction of their potential beauty and significance if the 
Holy Spirit isn’t at the center of them. So, we are in constant 
and desperate need for people to bathe this community in 
prayer at every step along our journey. Please pray that the 
Holy Spirit would ignite a passion in the people of Good 
Samaritan to seek to love and serve those who “are not yet 
here” in new and powerful ways. Pray that doors would 
be opened – each and every day – for us to show what it 
means to “love our neighbor” in ways that are radical, 
counter-cultural, and transformative.

Finally, we will need creative energy, hands, and feet 
to bring into fruition new and creative opportunities to 
invite people to Good Samaritan beyond our usual Sunday 
services. What amazing ways can we use our property to 
serve our surrounding community and invite people into 
our lives? What new communities can we form, or events 
can we host, that will engage people where they’re at, and 
serve our surrounding community in ways that will make 
them feel invited and welcomed at our church? The Invite 
Team will need both ideas and volunteer help to flesh out 
the best version of all these ideas – and bring them into 
fruition.

To start a conversation about how you specifically can 
contribute to advancing our vision through the initiatives of 
the Invite Team, contact Ben Capps at ben.capps@good-sa-
maritan.org.

Invite: 
Becoming more intentional about how we connect with our neighbors  

and helping them connect with Good Samaritan 
by Justin Crawford, Rector’s Warden
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Reflections on the 2018 Retreat  
from Cindy Tang

The first thing that comes to my mind when I hear 
the word “retreat” is: ME. 

In other words, what’s in it for ME? 

Quite frankly, I found that to be quite the opposite 
at last year’s retreat. As the emcee, my focus was not 
on ME, but YOU. In the process of encouraging and 
inspiring YOU, my desires (in this “ME FIRST” world) 
quickly faded away and were replaced with the joy of 
serving and loving others.

See, while I DID enjoy and learn from the speakers, 
my blessing came from making new friends and learn-
ing just how special the women at Good Samaritan are. 
It was my first time being in front of you and I wasn’t 
sure what to expect! Would you laugh at my jokes? 
Would you think I was over the top with my imitations 
of a Proverbs 31 Women? Well, what you thought did 
not matter because you SHOWED complete love and 
acceptance to this newcomer. We laughed, we cried, 
and we prayed together. It was a special time of sisters 
in Christ truly bonding with each other. 

When it was over, I felt that I had made 80 new 
friends. That alone was worth going to the retreat! 

If you attended last April, I know you felt the same. 
If you did not make it, I would encourage you to c’mon 
down to Ocean City, NJ in March. You’ll be encouraged, 
inspired and blessed! I look forward to meeting you 
and making you one of my NEW friends! 

Mark your calendar for the  
InSight Women’s Retreat

March 30-31, 2019
at the 

Historic Flanders Hotel 
Ocean City, NJ

Strengthened through the Holy Spirit – 
Rooted and grounded in the love of Christ

… and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 

fullness of God…Ephesians 3:19



The Samaritan

-3-

Thank you for supporting  
St. James School,  

our students, families  
and neighbors 

this Christmas Season!

Belonging to the Church 
Adult Confirmation & Membership

Sundays, 6-8pm April 28 - May 19 
Ashton South

This is a four week course for new members, current 
members or anyone who would like to learn more about 
what it means to be an Episcopalian and a member at 
Good Samaritan. This course is required for those who 
are interested in being confirmed on June 9, 2019, but 
all are welcome. Classes will meet in Ashton Hall from 
6-8pm. The evening includes dinner, worship, talk and 
discussion.  

Register online at good-samaritan.org/events or 
contact Fr. John Whitnah with questions (610-644-4040 
x212, john.whitnah@good-samaritan.org)

Lenten Series
Tuesdays  

March 19 - April 9 
6:30-8:30pm  

in Ashton South  
includes dinner 

“CS Lewis in Lent” with Professor Stew Goetz, 
author of A Philosophical Walking Tour with C. S. Lewis. 

Stew is a Professor of Philosophy at Ursinus  College. 
“I became interested in philosophy through studying 
issues concerning the self, what it is, and the nature of 
its freedom. These topics are indirectly related to ques-
tions about the meaning of life and the existence and 
nature of God. I have spent my academic life teaching 
courses and writing articles and books about these top-
ics. In recent years, I have become seriously interested 
in the work of C. S. Lewis and written a book about his 
philosophical views of happiness and the self and how 
they relate to those of Thomas Aquinas.”

ManUp Breakfast 
Saturday, February 16

8-10am in Ashton Hall
with Whitney T. Kuniholm

“The Second Half Challenge”
Finding God’s purpose for  

the most important season of your life.
RSVP to mensministy@good-samaritan.org

Diocesan Lent Day 
Saturday, March 16  10:00am-3:00pm

Church of the Good Samaritan
We’re excited to welcome Miroslav Volf as the 

keynote speaker for a day of teaching, reflection, and 
workshops to help us engage with some Lenten reflec-
tion and renewal. Miroslav is an excellent thinker and 
stimulating communicator, and all are welcome. The 
day will include lunch, and there is a registration fee of 
$25, which can be reduced in cases of need. Our Lent 
Day is co-sponsored by Philadelphia Theological Insti-
tute, the Diocese and the Church of the Good Samaritan.

Details and registration at  
good-samaritan.org/events
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February Book Club
The Women’s Book Club will meet 

Tuesday, February 19 at Good Sam in 
Room 263 at 7:30pm. We are reading 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian 
Selznick

Orphan, clock keeper and thief, 
Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris 

train station, where his survival depends on secrets 
and anonymity. 

A cryptic drawing, a treasured notebook, a stolen 
key, a mechanical man, and a hidden message from 
Hugo’s dead father form the backbone of this intricate, 
tender, and spellbinding  mystery. 

Contact Angela Linden with questions and to RSVP 
(610-696-5374).

Citizen Advocacy of Chester County (CACC) helps 
friends discover each other. More specifically, we match 
people in the community who have disabilities and 
who have become isolated (partners) with ordinary 
citizens (advocates) who share the same interests and 
will welcome the disabled partner into their lives as a 
friend. We ask these new friends to make a long-term 
commitment to each other, and for the advocate, in 
the spirit of true friendship, to embrace the needs of 
the partner as their own, and to stand with and for the 
partner unconditionally.

CACC currently wants to discover an advocate for 
a gentleman, Harold, who lives at the Devereaux Whit-
lock campus in Paoli. Harold is 56, and you would think 
he was the “mayor” of Devereaux! He knows everyone 
and considers it his responsibility to introduce you to 
them. Harold has also been a “boxer” throughout his 
life, getting back up after every setback geared to lay 
him low. He is funny, gregarious, strong-willed, and 
in deep need of someone to take a personal interest in 
him. Having spent most of his life at Pennhurst before 
its closing, Harold has lacked the enriching experience 
that real friendship brings.

The ideal advocate will be a man over 50 who likes 
to eat out and is willing to set and maintain boundaries. 
If this sounds like you, and if you can envision yourself 
becoming a friend to this extraordinary man, please 
contact Bill MacGregor at Citizen Advocacy (610-933-
1299; bill@citizenadvocacycc.org) or Angela Linden at 
the Church of the Good Samaritan (610-644-4040).

The Freedom in Christ Retreat is a place where 
people of all backgrounds, ages, faith journeys and life 
stories gather together to begin a life changing process.  
The retreat takes place at the beautiful Harvey Cedars 
Bible Conference Center in February of each year and 
combines biblical teaching, personal testimony, small 
group activities, private time and most importantly, 
prayer. We invite God to soften our hearts, heal our 
wounds, and free us from the bondage of sin in a safe, 
loving, and non-judgmental environment. Led this year 
by Father John Whitnah and facilitated by a trained 
team, we invite you to come, experience, and partici-
pate in this transformative opportunity to experience 
God’s love for you.

Registration brochures are available on the greeters 
tables or you may register online at good-samaritan.
org/events.

Freedom in Christ Retreat 
February 22-24, 2019

Women’s Breakfast
with Reverend Marcia Wilkinson 

Saturday, March 2   
9-11am in Walton Hall

“Who are you my daughter?”
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What’s New  
in Good Sam Family Ministries?

Electronic check-in now allows families to check-in 
to Sunday School, receive name tags and parents’ tags 
for safety and be logged into our database for data 
management. We are so excited to be progressing in this 
way and are grateful to patient parents for muddling 
through the launch with us!

What’s Not New  
in Good Sam Family Ministries?

We STILL need Sunday School teachers! Please take 
a look at these precious moments where teachers and 
students engage in life giving fellowship, learning and 
prayer. Will you consider joining us? We have many 
young disciples eager to engage with you on their faith 
journey. Just a once a month commitment improves our 
program for all involved.

Contact Tracy Defina 
(tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org)

Save the Date!
Ash Wednesday Family Service 

 March 6, 5:30-7pm

They teach. What’s your superpower?
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The first Vestry meeting of 2019 was held on Mon-
day, January 14. As this was also the first quarterly 
meeting of the year, it began with evening prayer in 
the chapel, led by Mac McCausland.

As with all quarterly meetings, the vestry reviewed 
reports on the various ministry areas throughout the 
church, with John Whitnah and Ben Capps providing 
further details as requested. However, the majority of 
time this month was devoted to reviewing the budget 
for the new year.

Dwight Wilson was present in his capacity as HR 
and Financial Administrator for the parish, to present 
the proposed 2019 budget. We are projecting a small 
increase in giving and other income for 2019, but per-
sonnel and facilities costs are also increasing. As such, 
the Finance Committee recommended ending our radio 
program and recommended against funding some new 
requests. The Vestry approved these recommendations 
and the overall budget. The Vestry also approved the 
preliminary Missions and Outreach budget for 2019 
which, together with our Diocesan contributions, will 
come to nearly $300,000 in support of God’s work 
around the world. Finally, at the recommendation of 
the Finance Committee, the Vestry voted to move a sur-
plus of approximately $30,000 from 2018 to the Vestry 
Reserve. It is expected that these funds will be used to 
support initiatives related to the Invite component of 
our vision campaign. 

For more details on how these initiatives are devel-
oping, see Justin Crawford’s recent article on the front 
page of this Samaritan. 

Reports from the Facilities Committee and the Nom-
inating Committee were also reviewed. In the fall of 
2018, the Facilities Committee completed an assessment 
of the Chapel that identified a variety of necessary 
renovations. This was announced to the parish, and 
the necessary funds were generously given within less 
than two weeks. Since that time, the Facilities committee 
has solicited bids and recommended a contractor for 
the project. The Vestry approved this recommendation, 
and work is expected to commence in the near future. 
Throughout the fall, the Nominating Committee has 
also worked to identify a slate of candidates to run for 
both Vestry and Diocesan Representative. The Vestry 
approved the slate of candidates, and a forum to meet 
the candidates will be held between the services on 
Sunday, February 17, in Ashton Hall. 

Parishioners interested in running for Vestry can 
contact the Nominating Committee for further details: 
nominatingcommittee@good-samaritan.org.

Vestry Corner
by Chris Micklewright

Vestry Approved Slate of  
Vestry & Deanery Candidates

Ian MacDonald
Tom Connett
Ashley Henderson
Trent Bickley
 The following members of the vestry have   
 agreed to run for a second term:
Barri Alexander
Andy Balsan
Ted Klenske
 The following candidates have agreed to run   
 for the vacancy of Diocesan Delegate:
Stewart Crumpler
David Turkheimer
 More candidates can be added by petition  
 (25 signatures needed).
Candidates must be confirmed members of the Episcopal 
Church, at least 18 years old and a Giver of Record. 
If you are interested in submitting your name, all you need to 
do is meet the above requirements, and gather 25 parishioner 
signatures.

Meet the Candidates for  
Vestry & Deanery Delegate 

February 17, 2019 after the 9:00 service 
Ashton Hall

2018 Annual Meeting 
March 3 @ 5pm 
in the church
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Shrove Tuesday  
Pancake Dinner & Talent Show

March 5, 2019 
Dinner @ 6pm, followed by  

Talent Show @ 7pm 
Contact Juliet Cooke to audition 

(otjulz@gmail.com)

Women’s Insight Spring Bible Study
February 20 - May 2

Rooms 263/264
A 10-week Study of Philippians

Wednesday evenings starts February 20
Thursday mornings starts February 21

Registration opens February 1
good-samaritan.org/events

Upcoming Music Events
In the next two months we are offering three exciting 

programs.

On Saturday, February 2, at 7:30pm we will host the 
Glen Loch Men’s Chorale and the Church Farm School 
Choir in a joint concert. The program will be conducted 
by Gary Gress. Gary has put together a wonderfully 
diverse program ranging from the Renaissance to Af-
rican American Spirituals. This will be the first time the 
Men’s Chorale has performed at Good Samaritan and 
you will love the sound!

On Sunday, March 3, at 3:00pm the Good Samaritan 
Adult Choirs will be joined by the Church Farm School 
Choir and the Linden Hall School Choir. Each of the 
school choirs will present their own set of music and 
then will combine with the Good Samaritan Choir in a 
performance of the Chichester Psalms by Leonard Ber-
nstein. The dean of the Chichester Cathedral commis-
sioned Bernstein to write a piece for the 1965 Southern 
Cathedrals Festival at Chichester Cathedral (England). 
The work includes texts from Psalms 100 & 108 in the 
first movement, Psalms 23 & 2 in the second movement 
and Psalms 130 & 131 in the third movement all sung in 
the original Hebrew (translations will be provided). The 
entire program will last about an hour and a quarter. 
Don’t miss this unique opportunity!

On Sunday, March 17, at 4:00pm Bethann Dilione, 
Joy Schauer and Gary Gress will present a program 
entitled “Heavenly Pleasures, Earthly Delights.” The 
program will be music from the Baroque era and the 
title of the program says it all. This promises to be an 
afternoon of beautiful music.

A free-will offering will be taken at each of the 
concerts.

Support Group Forming
Do you have a family member struggling with men-

tal or emotional illness? Do you feel alone, stressed and 
unequipped? You are not alone. Many families in our 
parish are facing the challenges of caring for a loved 
one who is afflicted in this way. 

Parish Nurse ministries is aiming to gather folks 
together to share their struggles, offer support to one 
another, and pray for each other. Ian MacDonald, a 
trained licensed psychologist who has years of experi-
ence leading groups, has offered to facilitate. This will 
be a confidential, safe space where people may share 
their stories and experiences in a way that helps reduce 
isolation and loneliness. 

We hope to begin this group in March. Please contact 
Susan Starke, CRNP, with any questions and if you 
would like to participate (susan.starke@good-samari-
tan.org; 610-644-4040  x207).



February 2019 Events Calendar
February 1-2
Relationship Refresh

February 2
Glen Loch Men’s Chorale Concert

February 3
Youth Confirmation Class begins

February 6
Retired & Refired

February 8-9
Middle School All Nighter

February 13
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

February 16
Man Up Breakfast with Whitney Kuniholm

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

February 16
Caregivers Group

February 17
Meet the Candidates for Vestry & Diocesan Delegate

February 19
Women’s Book Club

February 20
Retired & Refired

February 22-24
Freedom in Christ Retreat

February 27-28
Twice is Nice Consignment Sale

February 27
PRAXIS


