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As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 
sea; for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets 
and followed him. And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zeb′edee and John his brother, in the boat 
with Zeb′edee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

— Matthew 4. 18 – 22

To do what those first followers of Jesus did—to give up their livelihood, to turn their back on their lives, to change their 
minds and directions—must have been with a sense that they were called to do something more in life than go fishing. 
Now I’m about to discuss the National Football League. This violates the belief sacred among some in the holy primacy 
of baseball and crumbles my heretofore steadfast refusal to yield our Sabbath to Super Bowl Sunday. But there you 

have it; it infects us all. (Full disclosure: I am an NFL owner.)

In 1958 the Green Bay Packers recorded one win, ten losses, and one tie. As a matter of record, for the previous ten years the 
Packers had been able to win only 34 games while losing 84, a record of futility which made them the doormats of the NFL. In 
1959 they restructured. They reassessed strategy. They sold off non-productive assets and acquired a few key new ones. They 
concentrated fiercely on their core business—blocking and tackling. They assembled a new management team made up of old 
timers and newcomers, got a firm grip on their pride and their determination, and set about making one of the great turnarounds 
in the history of sports, or for that matter in the history of management.

To recite the record: over the next nine seasons, the Packers won more than 75 percent of their games and were NFL champions 
five of those years. The Packers narrowly lost to the Philadelphia Eagles at Franklin Field in the 1960 NFL Championship Game. 
The game marked the lone playoff defeat for Packers coach Vince Lombardi before his Packers team established a dynasty that 
won five NFL championships, as well as the first two Super Bowls, in a span of seven seasons. The crowning achievement was 
winning three straight from 1965 to 1967, something no other NFL team has done since postseason play began in 1933.

To quote from the gospel according to Vince Lombardi: “Running a football team is not terribly different from running any 
other kind of organization: an army, a political party, a business. The principles are the same. Winning is not a sometime thing; 
it’s an all the time thing. You don’t win once in a while, you don’t do things right once in a while, you do them right all the time. 
The objective is to win fairly, squarely, decently, by the rules—but to win . . . To do that you have to concentrate on fundamentals. 
You have to want to succeed badly enough to take the pain and the discipline which success demands.”

Now, please, make the imaginative leap. For “success” let us substitute clarity of larger purpose, and ultimately to the faithfulness 
of that purpose.

What would such a turnaround, such a change of mind and strategy look like for you? If not “getting it” in life, not hearing a 
call, not coming to yourself, not able to respond honestly to the possibilities of life, or creatively to its setbacks—what would you 
have to do? What would a change of mind, a restructuring of strategy be for you? What would it be for the Church of the Good 
Samaritan?

—  The Rev’d Phil Ellsworth



-2-

The Samaritan

Clergy Transition Next Steps
The following is a list of “frequently asked questions” and answers on the Clergy Transition Process developed by the 
Wardens.

What is the process for finding a new Rector and how long will that take? Working with the Bishop’s Office of Transition, 
there are two main steps in the process. First, we will select either an Interim Priest-in-Charge or an Interim Rector, who 
will assume the responsibilities of a Rector through the transition phase. Our target date for making this selection is March 
2023, though that could change depending on available candidates. At its December 2022 meeting, the Vestry unanimously 
approved a “roadmap” for this phase of the process. Second, we will then select a new permanent Rector, which involves 
a separate search process, and which could take up to a year or more.

What’s the difference between an Interim Priest-in-Charge and an Interim Rector? The main difference is that an 
Interim Priest-in-Charge can be considered in the process for permanent Rector, while an Interim Rector cannot. 

How will we find candidates for Interim Priest-in-Charge or Interim Rector? The Vestry has created a Ministry Profile 
(summary of the basic facts about Good Sam) which has been uploaded to various Episcopal clergy position posting sites. 
Also, the Canon for Transition, Rev. Arlette Benoit Joseph, will recruit and present us with Candidates. Finally, the Vestry 
will network and look for candidates. All candidates will be vetted by the Canon for Transition.

Can Fr. Phillip Ellsworth be considered for Interim Priest-in-Charge? Yes, if he applies, in which case he would go 
through same review process as all other candidates.

How will the decision be made about the Interim Priest-in-Charge or Interim Rector? We will receive candidates for 
both positions and decide on the position based on the person who best fits our needs. A subcommittee appointed by the 
Vestry will review candidates and recommend one to the Vestry for approval. At its December 2022 meeting, the Vestry 
unanimously elected Ian MacDonald to chair this Interim Discernment Committee. 

What if I know someone who might be a suitable candidate for the Interim position? Suggestions would be very 
welcome: please provide the details to Ian MacDonald (ianmac535@gmail.com). 

Who will function as clergy, preach, and celebrate the Eucharist during the transition? Canonically, in the absence of 
a Rector, Interim Rector or Interim Priest-in-Charge, the Bishop holds the responsibilities of the Rector, but he delegates 
some of those responsibilities to the Rector’s Warden (Senior Warden). Until we have an Interim Priest-in-Charge or 
Interim Rector, the Rector’s Warden, Whitney T. Kuniholm (focusing on governance) and Associate Rector, Fr. Phillip 
Ellsworth (focusing on worship, program, staff ) will meet weekly for prayer, planning, and coordinating the operations 
of the church. We will also use Stipendiary Clergy (part time) and Guest Preachers as needed.

Has Bishop Daniel Gutierrez been involved in this process? Yes. He has met several times with our Rector’s Warden 
(Whitney T. Kuniholm) and has committed the support of his Office of Transition Ministry. He hopes to visit with the 
Vestry at some point in the transition process (schedule permitting) and is praying for us. The following is an excerpt from 
the Bishop’s letter to the parish (Nov 22, 2022): 

“Most importantly, I want to remind you that you are in God’s hands. The Good Shepherd has guided you 
thus far and He will guide you through your priest’s departure, through times of transition and ultimately will 
guide your discernment. In the meantime, please be assured that you are in my prayers, and I look forward 
to walking this path with you as your Bishop and your servant in Christ.” 

Continued on page 3
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continued from page 2

What’s involved in the search for a permanent Rector? The Vestry will establish a Search Committee that will include 
a cross section of Vestry members and parishioners.

Will the congregation be involved in the process? Yes. An important part of the process of selecting the permanent Rector 
is a parish survey and the development of a Parish Profile. (More about this in the future.)

In the meantime, are there other ways the congregation can participate in the process? Yes! The Vestry has established 
a Transition Prayer Committee that will meet monthly and be led by our Peoples’ Warden, Mary Anne Weightman. We 
invite you to join that group (it’s open to all) and/or to make the transition process part of your personal prayers.

Updated: January 2, 2023

THE GREATEST EVANGELICAL OPPORTUNITY IN NORTH AMERICA IS A MONTH AWAY.  
WILL GOOD SAM BE READY?

Have you seen the He Gets Us ads on TV? Did you know Alpha is one of the groups behind the campaign? Two 
brand new He Gets Us ads will be released during the Super Bowl and are projected to reach over 100M people. 

When local spiritual seekers respond to these ads, Alpha can help connect them to Good Sam in two ways. By 
connecting them to our next Alpha course, and by connecting them with individual parishioners who will be 
trained to respond to their text or email request for prayer. 

If you have a heart for evangelism, would you consider being one of these “first responders?” Register here for the 
virtual info session on Feb 1 at 7PM EST: 

https://alphamidatlantic.org/events/jesus-the-super-bowl-and-your-church/

Potluck Dinner & Candlemas Service February 2, 2023 
Dinner 6:30pm / Service 7:30pm 

U-Z Bring a main course to serve 8,  N-T Bring a salad or vegetable to serve 8,  
I-M Bring a side dish to serve 8,  A-H Bring a dessert

Email fellowship@good-samaritan.org with questions.
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Insight For Life Women’s Bible Study

“Abraham”
Worship, Weekly Speaker, Small Groups and Prayer

Winter/Spring 2023
Virtually Wednesday Evenings 

February 15 - April 26  
7pm - 8:30pm

OR
In person at the Church of the Good Samaritan 

Thursday Mornings 
February 16 - April 27 

9:30 -11:30 a.m.
We will be using a study guide  
by Life Guide Bible Studies.  

Books will be provided to participants  
at or before the first session.

The registration fee is $15 for the book and other supplies.
Register on the events page at good-samaritan.org 

Please register online or stop by the registration table in 
the atrium on a Sunday morning.

Any questions? Contact GoodSamInsight@gmail.com

for life

Godly Play Community Event
Saturday, February 11, 2023

9:00 am – 2:00 pm

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 22 E. Chestnut Hill 
Avenue, Philadelphia PA 19118

Please contact Kimberly Lindquist if you would like to join 
others from our church who will be attending this event. This 
workshop is for anyone in our church interested in supporting 
our ministry to young children. We are in the process of 
preparing for a new Godly Play classroom and curriculum 
which will begin Fall 2023. (Kimberly@good-samaritan.org)
Register:  
https://www.diopa.org/events/godly-play-community-event

Save the date!
Saturday, February 18, 9:30am

Coffee at the Old Rectory, 172 W Lancaster Ave; park in 
the lot east of the Old Rectory.

For everyone in our church interested in supporting our 
young children’s ministry 

Hosted by Kimberly Lindquist and Victoria Ellsworth 

RSVP: kimberly@good-samaritan.org
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The Online Directory
To access the online directory: if you have never logged in 
before: Go to the website: www.good-samaritan.org

On the website, in the upper righthand corner, Click on 
“MENU” then click on “DIRECTORY.” Click on “Sign up 
to Access the Directory.” 

You will get a login activation email. Follow the instructions, 
your email is your username. You now have access to our 
online directory, a way to connect with others, serve and 
easy giving!

If you have logged in before: From the website, in the 
upper right-hand corner, Click on “MENU”,  then Click 
“DIRECTORY,” enter your username and password, 
Click“LOGIN”.

(It is helpful to “save to favorites” or “bookmark this page” 
on whatever browser you use). 

If you have trouble logging in, contact Jeanne Lomanno at 
jeanne.lomanno@good-samaritan.org / 610-644-4040 x214

Are you ready for some Football?  
We (The Day School) are! 

Esther Walker and Carol Longacre blessed their homes.
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It has been two years since Jubilee was held in person. 
In February 2021, and again in 2022, Katie and I gathered 
with college students here at Church of the Good 
Samaritan for a watch party of Jubilee Virtual. We serve 
a good, good God. And God’s Spirit met us as we watched 
speakers elaborate on God’s movement through history, 
as we meditated on Scripture, as we prayed with and 
for one another, and as we ate tacos together. Those two 
years of “virtual” Jubilee were rich. Even in 2021, as we 
spoke with each other through masks and over six feet of 
distance, we laughed and worshipped and hollered in joy 
as we praised God and played Spike Ball in the atrium. 
And perhaps the greatest blessing was that virtual Jubilee 
gave us the opportunity to invite members of Church of 
the Good Samaritan to join us and get a tangible taste of 
the CCO’s Jubilee vision.

“But, Dan, what is Jubilee?” So happy you asked! Jubilee 
is the CCO’s annual student conference! For over 45 
years, thousands of college students have gathered in 
Pittsburgh to worship and wrestle with how God calls 
us to live in every aspect of our lives. Over the course of 
four main stage sessions, students hear of God’s salvation 
work in history through the Four Chapter Gospel: 
Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration. Students 
get to join smaller workshops where they hear from 
speakers in dozens of fields share about what it means 
to be a follower of Jesus in their profession. What does 
it mean to serve Christ in engineering, accounting, or 
politics? How does one’s faith inform and influence one’s 
visual art or music? Other breakout sessions engage 
the intersection of pop culture, media, and Scripture. 
A workshop will even be led by Good Samaritan Youth 
alum Amy Crouch! On top of it all, Saturday night will 
include a performance by hip-hop artist Lecrae!

Undergirding the Jubilee vision is the conviction that 
God can and will transform anything and everything. 
Jesus is making all things new! 

Katie and I are very excited to say that this year, February 

17-19, Jubilee will be in Pittsburgh in person once again! 
We are looking forward to piling into a van for the first 
time since February 2020 and joining students from 
across the country. We in the CCO want to assure every 
student we meet that they are created for more and invite 
them to participate in Christ’s restoration work. 

If you are a college student or young adult and would 
like to know more about Jubilee, you can visit www.
jubileeconference.com. Or you can email me, Dan 
Garrison Edwards, at dgarrisonedwards@ccojubilee.
org, or Katie Staronka as kstaronka@ccojubilee.org. We 
would love have you join us at Jubilee 2023!
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What you need to know:
Super Bowl Party - February 12, 8:00pm

Game Night - February 17, 6:30 - 8:30pm

Galentine’s - February 20, 2:00 - 4:00pm

10th Grade All Nighter - March 10, 7:00pm - 7:00am

Spring Retreat - April 14 - 16

Last Youth Group -  May 7

Testimony Night - May 21

Middle School Mission Trip - June 19 - 23

Philadelphia Project - June 25 - July 1

So excited to be back together after a long break. 
Lots of fun and games in our newly redone youth room! 



February 2023 Events Calendar
February 1
Retired & Refired

February 2
Potluck Dinner & Candlemas Service

February 5
Worship Cluster Meeting

February 8
Prayer & Praise with Dr. Frank Sizer

February 11
Godly Play Community Event

February 15
Retired & Refired

February 16
Insight Bible Study begins in person

February 17 & 18
CCO Jubilee

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

February 18
Coffee at the Old Rectory with Victoria & Kimberly

February 17
Youth Group Game Night

February 18
Family Mental Health Support Group

February 18
Caring for Caregivers 

February 19
Transition Prayer Meeting

February 19
Meet the Candidates for Vestry and Diocesan Representative

February 21
Shrove Tuesday Potluck Dinner & Cabaret

February 22
Ash Wednesday Services @ 7am, 12:15pm, 7:30pm


