
 

         January 23, 2019 

 

Dear Good Samaritan family, 

Thank you so much for your renewed financial, prayer and people-support for Gathering 

Hope, a local ministry to our immigrant neighbors from Paoli to Frazer and beyond.   

Who is my neighbor?  Even though Jesus posed this question for us to ponder, it remains an 

incredibly timely question today.   

Alejandro was always one of the most pleasant people in my community garden.  We never 

exchanged words, but his smile warmed our shared space.  However, one day I became aware 

that this grandfather had a big problem.  Alejandro’s daughter had just informed him that 

he must only speak English to his grandchildren because they needed to learn it to do well in 

school.  Faced with the prospect of not being able to communicate with his grandkids, 

Alejandro did a very courageous thing.  He asked me to teach him English.  And I said “yes”. 

That was over five years ago and my simple “yes” proved to be the seed of a movement 

within this community that would eventually become known as Gathering Hope.  What 

began with one man’s plea for help now engages about 75 immigrant neighbors, teachers and 

mentors annually with English instruction and more.  What I mean by “more” is that we are 

learning what it really means to become neighbors.  Despite the tenor of these divisive times, 

a group of people from fifteen different countries and cultures come together twice weekly to 

bless each other.  I find that remarkable, and I thank God for helping us have the courage to 

cross boundaries to discover hope together. 

Students come to Gathering Hope for a variety of reasons.  As was the case with Alejandro, 

family can be a powerful motivator.  Our students are seeking to learn how to negotiate a 

sick child visit with a doctor, how to engage in a parent-teacher conference, and how to help 

their children with homework.  Imagine how difficult those tasks are when you don’t know 

the language or understand the cultural rules and have no one to help you.   

Improving one’s lot in life is at the base of many Gathering Hope student motivations.  Olga 

was not confident enough in her language skills nor did she understand how to interview for 

the positions for which she had been prepared in Russia (where she had earned a Masters in 

Computer Science).  After a year with us, she interviewed successfully and landed her dream 

job.  We have seen college professors, lawyers and accountants from other countries who 

clean houses, deliver pizzas and wash dishes here because they lack access to English and 



relationships with English speakers.  We also have those who simply want to be able to 

converse with their American boss or customer. 

And there are other reasons.  One of my favorite stories is of Nancy who shared with me that 

her reason for coming to Gathering Hope was so she could one day preach in English.  

Imagine our joy in learning awhile later that she had come upon a neighbor of hers in distress 

and was able to comfort him—in English—until the ambulance arrived.  Then she was able 

to visit him in the hospital and minister to him.   

So what we focus on at Gathering Hope is responding to the felt needs of our neighbors 

through English instruction and sharing life together.  We have state certified teachers who 

teach four levels of English instruction in both day and night time classes.  And each 

classroom includes a volunteer mentor who works one-on-one with students.  These classes 

take place at Great Valley High School and at Church of the Good Samaritan, and all 

teachers and mentors are people of faith who represent local English and Spanish-speaking 

church congregations from Paoli, Malvern and Phoenixville.   

Good Samaritan’s assistance this year helps compensate our teachers, which enables us to 

ensure a standard of excellence with those who are the face of our ministry.  We were also 

able to add seventeen students from our waiting list in the middle of the term and cover costs 

for their textbooks.  I am excited to report that our two new students from Turkey and 

Ukraine have expanded the neighbors we’ve come to know to over twenty countries. 

You may be wondering how Alejandro’s story ends.  Like so many students Alejandro 

studied with us for a time and then life got busy and we lost touch.  I bumped into him on 

the community walking trail recently.  We had a great chat—in English—and he was smiling 

again.   

We value your prayers for us in Gathering Hope. One of the things we are learning is about 

the power of affirmation in helping others to perceive possibility—especially when they come 

from poverty.  While we were able to add to our number this month, we still have a waiting 

list, which is to say we’ve been unable to affirm the desire of many who wish to be with us.  

Pray with us that we may find creative ways to say “yes” to them in 2019.  I also ask you to 

pray with us for safety for our neighbors, many of whom feel unsafe or experience 

maltreatment simply because they are different.  Finally, pray with us as always that the 

Spirit of God inhabits our space and relationships so that our neighbors will see in us Jesus 

and experience His loving embrace.  

Meridith Ridington 


