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Welcome
Very Rev’d Richard Morgan, Rector
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Ruth, Richard and Bethy Morgan on Bishops and Breweries  

Richard, Ruth and Frances

Richard and friends before (or maybe after) a  
Vox Ama Deus perfomance

Welcome to our 2019 Annual Report. This report gives 
a small glimpse into the many activities that make up the 
ministry of Church of the Good Samaritan. My thanks to 
every staff member and every volunteer who has been a part 
of making Good Sam happen throughout the past year.

During 2019 we held several ‘Dinner and a Question’ 
events and several ‘Get on our Lawn’ events. The focus was 
in creating events that would allow us to bring in guests and 
neighbors to engage them with the life of this community. 
We will continue to do that in the year to come.

Our priorities as a chuch are still defined by the three 
words ‘Invite, Welcome, Connect.’

This report details the many contexts within which we are 
seeking to reach out to our neighbors, engage them with the 
life of our community and help them to belong to the family 
of the church.

My prayer for the year to come is that we increasingly take 
on a personal sense of vocation to be the inviters, welcomers 
and connecters that we each need to be if the church is to 
function as the body of Christ with each member taking 
their part.

With blessings,

Richard

Ruth enjoying the Connetts’ summer mini-picnic  



Worship and Prayer
Very Rev’d Richard Morgan, Rector
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The Praxis altar

At Good Samaritan we worship in many ways, not only 
on Sunday mornings, but throughout the week. The 7:30am 
Rite 1 service in the chapel starts off our Sunday schedule 
of worship services. Then at 9:00am almost every week in 
the church, our Rite 2 service brings together classical choir 
anthems, contemporary praise music, and occasionally 
the children’s choir or liturgical dance. At 11:00am there 
are two separate and distinct services. Our contemporary 
communion service called “New Chapel” takes place in 
the church, and a Rite 2 service with chamber choir is 
celebrated in the chapel. All services include scripture, Holy 
Communion, prayer, and a sermon.

Numerous groups, and countless individuals work to 
make these services happen; acolytes, the Altar Guild, choir 
members, musicians, praise band members, ushers, greeters, 
sound and visual technicians, office staff, clergy, prayer 
ministers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, readers, liturgical 
dancers, flower arrangers, are all engaged, both behind the 
scenes and in front as we worship. If you are interested in 
participating in any of these ministries, fill out a Connect 
card, found in your leaflet, drop it in the offering plate as it 
comes by, and we’ll contact you.

On Tuesday morning at 8:00am we celebrate Holy 
Communion in the chapel. All are welcome and encouraged 
to join in these times of worship and prayer. The staff gathers 
to read a psalm and scripture before praying through the 
Prayer Request cards on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays at 9:15am in the office.   

Services especially appropriate for families with young 
children take place on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and 
Christmas Eve. 

On June 9, at a combined service, Bishop Daniel Gutierrez 
preached, celebrated and confirmed thirteen youth and adult 
members of our community, followed by lunch together.

On December 1, parishioners came together for a combined 
celebration of Pledge Sunday. This service of offering, praise 
and thanksgiving was followed by lunch and fellowship in a 
delicious meal.  

In 2019 we welcomed twenty-six new souls through the 
sacrament of baptism; and the clergy performed twenty-four 
funerals throughout the year.

Prayer intercessors serve in many ways: during communion 
on Sundays, in Daughters of the King, the weekly prayers of 
the people, the prayer chain, and numerous prayer groups 
active in our parish.  

We hosted, with PTI and the diocese, a Diocesan Lent Day 
with Miraslov Volf on March 16. The profound teaching 
brought people from many different area churches onto our 
campus.

The Capps family and friends at Asa’s baptism

Marcia sharing the Gospel at New Chapel



Music and the Arts
Richard Zuch, Director of Music
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Dayschool and Good Sam children singing on Christmas Eve

Steve & Anna Kocher leading one of the New Chapel Bands

The Music Ministry continues to flourish.

Under the leadership of Joy Schauer the Children’s Music 
Program continued to grow and improve. The choir sings 
about once a month and is now doing music in two parts. 
After meeting with the parents of choir members this past 
summer, it was decided to move rehearsals to Sunday 
mornings. This has enabled a few more children to join and 
is much more convenient for many parents. Unfortunately, 
Joy decided to leave us at the end of December. Rick Zuch is 
now leading the Children’s Music Program. Rehearsals are 
now on Sundays from 12:30-1:15. We are always looking for 
new members. If your child is interested in joining us, please 
contact Rick Zuch.

The Adult Choir has served at almost all 9:00 and 11:00 
Chapel services from January through June, and again from 
September through December. In addition, they serve at 
various special services throughout the year. On March 3, the 
Adult Choir joined forces with the choir from Church Farm 
School and the choir from Linden Hall for a performance 
of the “Chichester Psalms” by Leonard Bernstein. The Adult 
Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings from 7:00 - 9:00. 
Anyone interested in joining should contact Rick Zuch or 
simply stop in some Thursday and see what you’re missing.

We are very pleased to have Raffaella Lo Castro join us as 
alto soloist and section leader. Raffaella was born and raised 
in South Africa and has sung extensively in South Africa as 
well as Japan, Singapore, and now, the United States.

Under the leadership of Karen Watkins, the Dance Choir 
performs about once a month at the 9:00 service. They also 
perform a Christmas Concert and a Spring Concert each 
year. There are classes for all levels of ability from beginners 
to advanced as well as a class in hip-hop. Anyone interested 
in learning more should contact Karen Watkins.

The Praise Band has served at all 9:00 services and the New 
Chapel Band at all New Chapel services. Anyone interested 
in joining one of these groups should see Ben Capps.

Good Samaritan continues to be a very desirable venue for 
ensembles from outside our own ministries. This year The 
Brandywine Singers, Vox Ama Deus, The Chester County 
Choral Society, and The Chester County Youth Orchestra 
have all performed here.

We look forward to another season of worshipping together 
in song and prayer.

Good Sam Dancers in NYC



Newcomers and Membership
Jeanne Lomanno, Office Manager and Assistant to the Rector

Baptisms
Carly Baker
Coyle Blair
Asa Capps
Rochelle Crawford
Grace Furey
Jon Galdames-Henry
Aidan Green
Percy Kaylor
Brianna Parris
Diana Quereau
Colton Wall
Timothy Walsh
Magnolia Wanner

Confirmands
Jackson Alexander
A.J. Cooke
Kayleen Crawford
Nick Defina
Tommy Defina
Robyn Green
Brian Green
John Halsey
Lauren Houser
Percy Kaylor
Tayiana Kishoiyian
Carol Krause
Lillian Purifoy

Marriages
Alice George &  Matthew Yaglenski
Michelle Miles & Jon Galdames-Henry
Karissa O’Conner & Brandon Forino

Burials
Sarah Clark
Ann Dixon
Cornelia Eilbeck
Barbara Faulkner
Beryl Kuntz
Phyllis Marron
Howard Mbatha
Fred Nielsen
Eleanor O’Connor
Fran Sellers
Gerri Trethewey

Carly Baker
Trent Bickley
A.J. Cooke
Rochelle Crawford
Kayleen Crawford
Leslie Elicker
Thom Elicker
Grace Furey
Jon Galdames-Henry
Brian Green
Aidan Green
Robyn Green
John Halsey
Percy Kaylor
Charles Kleeman
Joan Kleeman
Carol Krause
Brianna Parris
Timothy Walsh
Magnolia Wanner
Zachary Watts
Tyler Watts
William Watts
Nicholas Watts
Eileen Watts
Elizabeth Watts
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You may kiss the bride!

Welcome New Members 
(and Newly Official Members)!



Connecting (Parish Participation)
Rev’d John Whitnah, Senior Associate
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Good Sam women connecting at the 2019 Women’s Retreat

Early in 2019, in several small leadership gatherings, a 
Scripture passage seemed to surface with special power 
and relevance to our stated mission of CONNECTION 
among existing Good Sam parishioners. I believe it would 
be beneficial for everyone to take the time to carefully read 
both letters that St. Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, asking 
yourself what characterized that church as well as looking 
at the characteristics of the ministries that Paul, Silas, and 
Timothy had among that body of believers. 

I want to draw special attention to I Thessalonians 1:12 
and the three words that Paul uses to describe his ministry: 
“encouraging, comforting, and urging.” Those three words 
seem to crystalize precisely what it means to CONNECT 
with each other, whether as long-time members or relative 
newcomers. I’m guessing each of us need to be “encouraged, 
comforted, and urged” in our daily lives as we seek to “live 
lives worthy of God who calls us into His kingdom and glory.” 
And, equally, I believe each of us are called to “encourage, 
comfort, and urge” those with whom we come into contact at 
Good Sam (and beyond, for that matter). 

A second guiding principle for our life together 
(CONNECT) as a parish family comes from an outstanding 
devotional book of morning and evening prayers for every 
day of the month that Nina and I have been blessed by for 
nearly twenty years. The book is called A Diary of Private 
Prayer and was written by John Baillie in the 1940s. For the 
27th morning of each month, he writes, “Lord, give me a stout 
heart to bear my own burdens; give me a willing heart to bear 
the burdens of others; give me a trusting and believing heart 
to cast all my burdens on you.” Whatever the circumstances 
of our lives, we are called to both individual responsibility 
before the Lord as well as mutual accountability in our 
relationships with each other. 

A third guiding principle this past year has been the 
intentional commitment to develop and strengthen inter-
generational ministries. Perhaps the best example of that 
was the success of the Men’s Retreat this past fall in which 
planning, and programming were undertaken across typical 
generational divides. I believe that the Church as a whole, and 
many of our current ministries has a wonderful gift to offer 
to each other and to the world at large. We can demonstrate 
connectivity in positive, transformative ways which show 
a better way to live than our current cultural context of 
fragmentation and polarization. “Behold, how they love one 
another” could be an admirable descriptor and goal of our 
parish family in the coming year.  

A fourth guiding principle is the commitment to see all 
our various ministries and committees begin to embrace 
and incorporate these first three principles. In other words, 
for example, one of the most exciting Missions/Outreach 
Committee meetings of 2019 was when we put aside the 
scheduled agenda for that evening and spent our time 
listening to each other and praying with and for each other. 
There was profound caring and sharing that evening. I 
also see that dynamic at work in the monthly Food Closet 
Leadership team meetings and in the weekly distribution of 
food. For another example, the newly re-formed leadership 
team for small groups has intentionally set aside regular 
“encouraging, comforting, and urging” as part of our planning 
meetings. In another example, the re-vitalized Community 
Garden leadership team planned several inter-generational 
work-days and picnics as well as a series of classes (“Seed to 
Supper”) seeking to “invite, welcome, and connect” people 
within our own parish as well as with people from the wider 
community. One last example, (and there are many others) 
is the success of our various summer “mini-picnics” that we 
have held the past two summers. Informal inter-generational 
regional gatherings have sown lots of relational seeds across 
the various worship services.

I am so very thankful for all the wonderful ways this 
amazing parish is seeking to CONNECT with each other and 
the wider community. 



Pastoral Care
Susan Starke, Parish Nurse
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“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” John 13:34-35 (NRSV)

For thirteen wonderful years I have been blessed to be a 
part of this caring community that takes this verse to heart. 
There are scores of people involved in pastoral care here, 
ministering to one another as we face the challenges that life 
brings. 

A special addition to our pastoral care team this year was 
Pastor Marcia Wilkinson. Marcia has a heart for all of our 
people, and perhaps especially those who are unable to get 
to church. She eagerly brought church to them through her 
caring presence and home communion. She also reached 
out through the mail through cards crafted by Barb Hohorst 
and Connie Swert to those who are shut in, ill or grieving. 
Those serving in the military are particularly dear to her, and 
she, Patti Micklewright and Dan Noble have intentionally 
regularly connected with them.

This year we started the Family Mental Health Support 
Group for those who have family members who are living 
with mental health challenges. Tracy Defina and Ian 
MacDonald facilitated this monthly gathering that was a 
place of care for many.

Four parishioners participated in a three-day course to 
become trained facilitators for Walking the Mourner’s Path: 
Jeanne Lomanno, Louise Wennberg, Ian MacDonald and 
Mike Wolford. We are so grateful for their commitment to 
attend this training, and look forward to how God will use 
them here to minister to those among us who are grieving.

A quiet, devoted team provided care and “church” weekly 
to the residents of Daylesford Crossing, an assisted living and 
memory care facility in our community. Cynthia Holland 
writes and composes the service and homily, Jim Holland 
delivers it, and Rose Dodd and Debbie Volk serve as monthly 
Eucharistic ministers.

I continued to minister to, advocate for, and visit those in 
our parish family who were in the hospital, a rehabilitation 
center, care facilities or homebound. I also continued to 
meet with those who have health and medical related 
questions, and tried to provide accurate and helpful medical 
information and resources. 

All of our clergy continue to make regular visits to the 
homebound, and urgent visits to those in hospital.

Other areas of support that continue:

The Caregivers Support Group continued to meet monthly 
for support of those caring for family members and others.

The weekly email was sent out to the Prayer Intercessors 
with the list of urgent and long-term concerns for those 
requesting prayer, with over a hundred parishioners praying.

Walking the Mourner’s Path was offered in the fall, led 
by Susan Starke and Louise Wennberg, with Pastor Marcia 
Wilkinson as clergy support, and assisted seven mourners in 
their journey through grief. 

The durable medical equipment closet had a steady stream 
of loans and returns of shower chairs/benches, walkers, 
support bars, canes and transport and wheelchairs. 

Our pastoral care team also includes: 

Meals Ministry providers: a team of a dozen or so who are 
willing to share their time and expertise to ease the stress of 
those facing illness, recovery from a hospitalization or a new 
family member! This ministry is overseen skillfully by Kathy 
Campbell, and Jessica Cardwell (when Kathy is away).

Eucharistic Visitors who made regular visits to bring 
communion to those not able to come to Sunday services.

Monthly blood pressure readings were provided by Jeannie 
McGonigal and Betsy Giesecke. We are grateful for this quiet, 
caring ministry that provided needed feedback to many 
parishioners.

Friendly Visitors faithfully called monthly on those who 
are unable to attend services. 

If you need assistance, or if you’d like to “join the team,” 
please seek me out at 610-644-4040 x207 or susan.starke@
good-samaritan.org.

Celebrating an important birthday with Esther Walker and 
Dottie Sargent at White Horse Village



Mission Partnerships and Our Local Community
Keith Dodd, Missions Chair
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In 2019, the Missions Committee worked with a budget 
of $220,000 (the same as that for 2018). Along with some 
individual donations, the committee’s budget is generated 
by 10% tithe of overall church giving. Most of the budget 
($209,132) was directed toward support of twenty-three 
ministries locally, regionally, and around the world. Budgeted 
funds also fully support the church’s contribution to CCO for 
our CCO personnel (part of the year to Kylie Garrety and 
later to Dan Garrison Edwards), and financial support for the 
Food Closet. At mid-year, the committee approved financial 
support of the CCO work at Virginia Tech by Kylie and 
Nick Garrety. Because of internal problems and lack of fiscal 
accountability at the Free Church of St. John in Kensington, 
that ministry, which we’ve supported for many years, did not 
receive support. We are pleased to report that the situation 
there has turned around and we will be supporting that 
church in 2020.

The committee generally meets monthly on the first 
Thursday and consists of Keith Dodd (chair), Kevin Hicks, 
Jane Balsan, Fred Barasa, Cheryl Hutchinson, Steve Prible, 
Helen Hartman, Robin Smith, Debbie Volk, and John 
Whitnah (clergy/staff rep.). Reuben Garrett joined the 
committee in May, as did Justin Crawford in October. In 
March 2020, Keith will resign as chair and Justin Crawford 
will assume that responsibility.

To keep the congregation aware of all that is going on 
with supported ministries, a Missions News item in the 
weekly email newsletter features one of our ministries with 
corresponding “Prayers of the People” for the following 
Sunday. We try one Sunday a month to have representatives 
from a ministry visit for introduction and brief comments 
at the two services in the church, as well as at a table in the 
atrium for opportunities to meet and learn more about the 
ministry. Many of our news items and prayers during the fall 
were directed toward our three ministries in Bolivia (Ninos 
con Valor, Tammy Firestone, and the bishop/diocese of 
Bolivia) when that country was going through violent social 
unrest with changes in the government. All those frequently 
reported that knowing that Good Samaritan was praying for 
them was of considerable emotional and spiritual help.

We are pleased that concerns we had with the lack of 
involvement of YoungLife in local schools (which prompted 
us to “hold” funds for a period) improved significantly and 
we were able to continue financial support. Administration 
of the committee also worked closely with the diocese to 
encourage and support the turn-around mentioned earlier 
with the Free Church of St. John. We have had concerns 
with the apparent lack of interest or involvement with both 

CityTeam and Good Works. The 2019 support to Good 
Works was significantly reduced, and in 2020 we have ceased 
support. Steve and Nancy Brown, medical missionaries we’ve 
supported for several years in Niger, will be on leave for 2020. 
We will not be supporting them in 2020. We do hope their 
time of rest and discernment will direct them to another 
ministry. If so, we can consider support for 2021.

Since the funds that Fair Days produced went into budgets 
for the following year, ending that event did not affect the 
2019 budget. However, since there was no Fair Days in 2019, 
our budget resources for 2020 do not include that $15,000- 
$20,000 contribution. 

In 2019, HELPS ministry worked under new fiscal 
guidelines to avoid the full stoppage of financial support for 
needy families that occurred the latter part of 2018. Working 
with anticipated funds for 2019 of $40,000, they set quarterly 
and monthly spending limits. When HELPS spending 
neared these limits, counselors restricted financial help only 
to clients referred by other larger agencies such as Orion of 
Phoenixville. In 2019 HELPS provided $42,700 of assistance 
to residents of Chester County (compared to $50,700 in 
2018). Current status indicates that in 2020, HELPS will 
probably not be able provide nearly that amount of support. 
The ministry is starting the new year with $15,000 less than 
in 2019. Funding for HELPS comes only from the Christmas 
Tree sale, a grant foundation, and individual contributions, 
no Missions Committee or Operating fund budgets provide 
funds for HELPS.

Tyson Malo, Director of Ninos con Valor in Bolivia (on left)
visits the Good Sam Day School



Good Samaritan Day School
Barb Condit, Director
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Kindergartners making pizza with Mrs. Frank

The Day School is filled with God’s love! Children enter 
our school with big smiles on their faces ready to learn and 
be nurtured by our fabulous teachers! The parents enter our 
doors filled with the security that their children are loved by 
teachers and by God. Most of our classes are full this 2019-
2020 school year, with only a few openings.

In 2019 we said good-bye to our long-term Kindergarten 
teacher, Susan Frank, and our beloved office administer, Joan 
McDevitt. Joan has worked in the office for almost twenty 
years. She continues to sub in the school when needed. We 
said goodbye also to Laney Vogt (we are hoping she returns at 
some point), Pam Tegler and Jamy Velho. We welcomed nine 
new staff members: Natalie DiTullio, Melissa Bishay, Nora 
Breitmayer, Betsy Campenese, Jennifer Murphy, Caralee 
Crary, Lori Kaas, Kathy Freyhof and Maggie Cappelli (our 
new office administrator). We added a Pre-K class and one 
January start class. We are blessed with loving, nurturing, 
experienced teachers. Some of our teachers have been here 
almost 30 years. We have 44 staff members.

Once again, we are grateful for a strong base of parent 
volunteers who work hard to help support the school in many 
ways. We continue to offer the “Twice is Nice” children’s 
consignment sale in the fall and spring, our pretzel and hot 
dog sales on Wednesdays and our big event, Dinner and 
Silent auction that occurs in March each year. 

We have a total of 268 children enrolled this year. We 
have added a four-day Pre-K and third January start two-
year-old class this year. We have nine two-year-old classes, 
six three-year-old classes, five Pre-K classes, one Transitional 
Kindergarten and one Kindergarten class.

We have adopted the Smart Tuition payment management 
system. It is a great system for collecting tuition as well as a 
database.

The Day School is governed by a Board, of which Ben 
Capps is the President. We are grateful for the support and 
service of these members.

We continue to have in-service days to educate our teachers 
on various topics of interest. 

Many Day School families joined us for Good Sam’s 
family-friendly Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday services. These services add to our Christian 
foundations, while providing opportunities for children to 
lead and participate. I am honored to be serving at the Good 
Samaritan Day School.

The Transitional Kindergarten and their teachers

Chaplain Ben 



Children and Families
Tracy Defina, Director of Family Ministries
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Saying goodbye well with chocolate cake!

In 2019 Family Ministries continued to focus on inviting, 
welcoming and connecting children and their parents to 
our Church. Our Sunday classrooms are led by committed, 
passionate volunteers who seek to know the children and 
make Christ and his love known to them. Our special services 
bring families together for worship and fellowship. We are 
excited by the new families getting involved in our ministry.

Our Nursery is a warm, caring environment, thanks to 
Ginny Guyer and Lauren Wisely. Carmen Miro and Kelsey 
Soska continue to provide consistent nurturing care to our 
toddlers engaging them in crafts and stories all pointing to 
Jesus’ love for them. 

Chrissy Annechino, Assistant to the Director of Family 
Ministries, took a new full-time position in November. She is 
using her ESL gifts and Spanish, teaching at a charter school 
in West Chester. She is dearly missed. Andria Kaskey, our new 
Assistant to the Director of Family Ministries, has jumped 
right in to planning for our Toddler and Pre-K K classes and 
oversees our pre-school hallway. She’s a wonderful addition 
to our staff. Children consistently hear God’s word, sing, pray 
and learn that they are a part of a faith-filled community even 
at these young ages. Andria also is supporting our Youth 
volunteers, who assist teachers in our classrooms. Often they 
are assisting children one on one needing extra help or just 
playing with the children and bringing an added sense of fun 
to the class. 

Heather Micklewright continues to manage our electronic 
check in and database. We are grateful for the safety it provides 
as well as useful data monitoring class sizes and attendance. 
Heather is also a gift to our ministry as the contact person for 
our many volunteers keeping our scheduling straight.

Our Sunday Elementary program engages children in 
scripture, praise, prayer and community-building. We like 
our curriculum from Hearts Alive. It is liturgical and so 
helps parents and children be on the same page. Children 
and teachers enjoy the variety of lessons and creative ways of 
learning about the life of Jesus and our relationship to him in 
the whole of God’s story in the Bible.

Club 56 for 5th and 6th graders, is led by Erika Knight and 
Juliette Ramsey. These kids are growing in their faith, and 
in the expression of their faith! It is amazing to see eleven 
and twelve year olds excited to come to church and build 
relationships with peers and parent volunteers. The growth 
in middle school attendance at Youth group continues to be 
a direct result of this class’ success.

Family Ministries offered some wonderful worship 
opportunities to our families including the Ash Wednesday 
Family Service, the Good Friday Family service and St. 
Nicholas Day Brunch. Our Christmas Eve service for families, 
led by Ben Capps, had a terrific turnout for the LIVE sheep 
on the lawn. Families really seem to appreciate the creativity 
and hands-on learning experiences that we bring to worship. 
Ten children made their First Communion in April. 

Our 2019 VBS program, Roar, was well-attended. Many 
volunteers contributed to the festive and spiritually-rich 
experience for young children. We hosted Good Sam, Day 
School and community families, which is a beautiful thing. 
Key to the success of the program were the more than thirty-
five youth volunteers.

We are grateful for our many volunteers who are planting 
God’s Word in children’s hearts and are grateful to walk 
alongside families inviting them into the fellowship of God’s 
family! 

Live sheep on Christmas Eve



Good Sam Youth
Jonathan Hobbs, Director of Youth Ministries  
Erika Knight, Associate Director & Club 56 Coordinator
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Youth Group Kickoff!

2019 was an incredible year for Youth Ministries at Church 
of the Good Samaritan! 

On Sunday mornings, Club 56 - the program for 5th and 
6th graders - continues to grow. Erika Knight and her team 
of volunteers are doing a wonderful job leading the classes 
at both 9:00 and 11:00. This class does the amazing work 
of bridging the gap between elementary school and middle 
school, while continuing to disciple our students. (It’s also a 
lot of fun!) 

The 7th and 8th grade class on Sunday mornings (9:00am) 
has also grown (a direct effect of Club 56 going so well). 
The class has been going through scriptures and looking at 
how God’s Word has so much to say to our daily lives and 
reviewing theological concepts and how they relate to our 
day-to-day living. Many of the classes have been “deep dives” 
and have covered some rather complicated issues! 

While we’re on Sunday morning classes, we should 
mention our Youth Confirmation Class. While it only runs 
from February through May, it has a major impact on our 
students (and the church as a whole). In 2019 we confirmed 
eight students; we are excited to see this year’s class starting 
up! Chris Micklewright and Amy Crawford are leading the 
class again this year, so we know the students are in good 
hands!

Sunday night Youth Group changes each year to best meet 
the needs of our students. Attendance has been growing to the 
point that we had to change the room setup for the program 
to accommodate the numbers! We have done multiple series 
and are excited about what the future holds. We have also 
had wonderful special events, like our Fall Kickoff (“treasure 
hunts” - a.k.a. pirates) and Parents, Pins and Pasta. Our 
favorite Sunday night event each year is Testimony Night, 
when the confirmation students and graduating seniors give 
their testimonies. It’s always very powerful.

Other events - not on Sunday nights - have also been 
major highlights on our annual calendar. In November, we 
had our third annual “High School Overnighter” where we 
went to an indoor waterpark in the Poconos. The middle 
school students also had their annual All-Nighter and it was 
a BLAST! We will be doing both events again in 2020!

The High School Winter Retreat at Lake Champion in 
January 2019 was fantastic – as was the retreat in 2020! For 
the Spring Retreat 2019, we returned to the Elk Mountain 
Estate in Uniondale, PA. Jonathan and Christie Purifoy 
were our AMAZING speakers! We also had something of a 
karaoke contest that was pretty amazing (there may or may 
not be video footage somewhere of Ben Capps singing “A 
Whole New World”). The Middle School Breakaway Retreat 
at NorthBay Adventure Camp was in October 2019 and we 
took one of our largest groups ever!

The summer was very full with the Summer Schedule 
model that we developed in 2016, where there are lots of 
planned “random” events along with the normal trips. We 
had a pool party, multiple Bible studies - both at Starbucks 
and Spatola’s Pizza. We went and saw a couple of movies and 
did some other activities as well. We had our annual Missions 
Trip to The Philadelphia Project and - as always - the week 
was one of growth, new friends, and eyes being opened. This 
year we took our largest group ever! (And we’d like to take a 
second and shout out to SUSAN STARKE for joining us on 
this week!!! THANK YOU SUSAN!!!!) On our night off, we 
did an “Escape the Room” together, which functioned as a 
team building exercise. (It was also VERY hard…)

As we do each year, we want to end by saying a very special 
thanks to our volunteers. We have more than twenty people 
who serve our teenagers through our different programs. 
Without these incredible individuals, Good Sam Youth 
Ministries would not be what it is today. We are in a very 
healthy place and this is because of the amazing people that 
give selflessly to make our ministry happen. The volunteers 
sacrifice a lot of time (…and money…and pride) to be on our 
team, and to help our students know Jesus more and more. 
We cannot thank you enough. You are our heroes! 

If you would like to hear more about Youth Ministries 
at Good Sam, feel free to contact me at jonathan.hobbs@
good-samaritan.org ... In fact (as I do every year) I will give 
a Starbucks gift card to the first three people that come to me 
and say they have read this report!! 



College and Young Adult Ministry / CCO College Ministry
Dan Garrison Edwards
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Family Dinner and study at the Old Rectory

College and Young Adult ministry continues to be a 
growing and essential area of ministry at Good Samaritan.

The aim of our ministry among these emerging adults is to 
create and foster an invitational space where college students 
and young adults have the opportunity to be transformed by 
the triune God, engage in the Church community, and be 
invited to participate in a hospitable community.

In 2019, our specific goals were to increase the presence of 
Good Sam and the CCO on Eastern University’s campus and 
to foster an environment at Family Dinner where students 
and college-aged young adults from different backgrounds 
and diverse seasons of life could connect with one another.

Our weekly Family Dinner, led by me, and a team of student 
leaders, has continued to be a warm and inviting space for a 
home-cooked meal and Christ-centered conversation. In the 
Spring 2019 semester, we discussed service and faithful living 
in all areas of life. In the Fall 2019 semester, we studied the 
seven “I Am” sayings in the Gospel of John. For many college 
students, Family Dinner has proven to be a preliminary step 
towards regularly worshiping with us at Good Sam.

Our post-college small group grew in 2019. It’s led by a 
team of young adults and has proven to be an important 
space for connecting young adults to each other and the 
church. Until 2019, the young adult community was largely 
concentrated in Phoenixville. Now that the group has grown, 
we have initiated a young adults group that will meet in 
Media beginning in the Spring of 2020.

An essential part of the college and young adult ministry 
is our commitment to multi-generational ministry. This year, 
we invited students and young adults to serve the church 
and the broader community alongside other volunteers 
through our Get On Our Lawn summer events. There was 
also a conscious invitation to young men to participate in 
the annual Men’s Retreat. Students and young adults have 
regularly participated in PRAXIS, the monthly multi-
generational mid-week contemplative Eucharist service at 
Good Sam. Sunday Lunch following the 11am services has 
continued to be a space where students and young adults 
actively engage with the broader Good Sam community. An 
increasing number of young adults are also actively serving 
on Sunday Lunch Ministry Teams.

Our work on the campus of Eastern University has a heavy 
emphasis on relationship-building and discipleship. This 
is primarily done through one-on-one conversations with 
students, and empowering student leaders to do the same. 
This year, I once again had the privilege to help lead the 

freshman camping trip for the Templeton Honors College. 
Several of these students have chosen to call Good Sam their 
church home for this season of life at college. In the fall of 
2019, we also began having a presence on the campus of West 
Chester University.

Last February the college ministry took a group of students 
to the CCO’s Jubilee Conference, and took several students 
on a Spring Break service trip with the Appalachian Service 
Project. Both trips were done in partnership with the college 
ministry from Penn State Brandywine. We have found that 
bringing students from different campuses together for these 
trips has not only nurtured relationships across campuses, 
but has also broadened the students’ scope of the presence of 
Christ’s kingdom.

The Women’s Empowerment Project, started by Kylie 
Garrety in 2018/2019, continued in the 2019/2020 academic 
year with a cohort of six female students. The Project 
is currently led by student leaders Amber Huddell and 
Meredith Vesey, and volunteer Libby Garrison Edwards.  
Throughout the year they explored what it means for women 
to be full participants in the kingdom of God. This project 
would not be possible without the hospitality of parishioners 
from Good Sam. 

Church of the Good Samaritan continues to be a place 
where students and young adults find community and 
fellowship. There is no shortage of stories from students and 
young adults who described the warmth and welcome they 
experienced the moment they stepped through our doors. 
This would not be possible without the prayers, support, and 
love of the broader Good Sam community. You are the faces 
they see each and every Sunday. Thank you all. It is a blessing 
to serve Christ along side you. Peace.



Resources and Stewardship
Dwight Wilson, Financial and Human Resources Administrator
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The 2019 operating results yielded a $46,402 surplus, which 
Vestry transferred to the Invite-Welcome-Connect ministry 
area. Your generosity and stewardship, along with spending 
discipline, enabled us to operate in the black again last year. 
Staff had curtailed spending in the last few months when we 
anticipated a deficit, but you came through with a very strong 
December and the result was another solid financial year. 
Income (Revenue) increased 0.8% over 2018 and Expenses 
were 2.2% above 2018. Pledged giving was $60,018 (4.0%) 
above 2018 while non-pledged giving was $42,143 (12.6%) 
below 2018. 

Note that we continue to reserve $120,000 per year for 
capital improvements and the Facilities Committee has 
continued to catch-up prudently on care for our buildings. 
We are in a good place to maintain our buildings and deal 
with unplanned facility needs now and into the future. We 
also began funding Missions and Outreach in 2018 with a 
transfer of 10% of Operating Income each month to a new 
designated fund for paying out Missions and Outreach 
support. This enables the Missions Committee to donate for 
unplanned needs and it allows the Committee to retain funds 
for future years (rather than lose unspent budgeted funds as 
in the past). 

Our Assets dropped by $52,400 due to spending $359,704 
on the Chapel Renovations – remember that the gifts for the 
renovations were received in 2018. Assets grew primarily due 
to the surplus, a Day School surplus, Designated gifts, and 
gains in our Endowment funds. One worry during 2019 was 
funding for the Food Closet, but your response to our call 
for financial help put the Food Closet on solid footing for the 
foreseeable future. Your generosity is extraordinary! 

I want to recognize the great work of our volunteers, 
especially the Food Closet volunteers, our HELPS counselors, 
and the Thrift Shop team, who enable us to act for Jesus in 
our community. Their care and spirit is amazing, and their 
impact is enormous. 

I especially appreciate Betsy Wolford for her meticulous 
accounting of thousands of transactions, Jeanne Lomanno 
for her management of the office, Barb Hohorst for her 
cheerful assistance and consistent efforts to make sure you are 
informed about our activities, and Connor Gisel, Joe Ferko, 
Wes Thomas, and Tad Turski for keeping our buildings and 
grounds clean and beautiful. 

Thank you to all who give so much of your time and 
treasures to impact our community and abroad. 

Epiphany Star in the Chapel



Balance Sheet as of december 31, 2019 (unaudited)
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continued on next page

Income/Expense summary as of december 31, 2019 (unaudited)
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Income/Expense summary as of december 31, 2019 (unaudited) continued
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Designated Funds 2019 activity
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Designated Funds 2019 activity continued



212 West Lancaster Avenue, Paoli, Pennsylvania
610-644-4040       www.good-samaritan.org

Sunday Worship Services
7:30am Rite 1 (Chapel) • 9:00am Rite 2 Service (Church)

11:00am Rite 2 (Chapel) • 11:00am Contemporary Service (Church) 

Weekly Worship Services
Tuesday 8:00am Eucharist (Chapel) 

2nd Wednesday Healing Service (Ashton Hall 7pm)
Last Wednesday of the month PRAXIS (Walton Hall 7:30pm)

GoodSam Kids on Sunday Mornings
Nursery (0-2) and Toddlers (2-3): 8:50am to 12:15pm

Pre-K and K (4-5) and Elementary (1st-4th): 8:50am to 10:00am & 10:50am to 12:00pm
Please sign children in to Pre-K class or 260 and 261 for Elementary children. 

They will be returned to you during the services. 
Contact Tracy Defina: tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org, 610-644-4040 x206

Clergy
The Very Reverend Richard T. Morgan, Rector 
The Reverend John C. Whitnah, Sr. Associate
The Reverend Benjamin C. Capps, Associate

The Reverend Marcia C. Wilkinson, Part-time


