
The Church of the Good Samaritan, March 12, 2020 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
How are you? We hope and pray that you are all well. 
We are writing to tell you a little bit about how things are here in Paraguay, our ministry, the family and life in general. 
  
Paraguay 
As you may or may not know, Paraguay’s population is mainly concentrated around the capital city, Asuncion. In 
addition, the society is very face to face. Most people are related and they spend all their time together in tight groups. 
Therefore, a phenomenon such as coronavirus is far more devastating than in other cultures. So, our main prayer 
request at the moment, is not just for God's care for us with the dreadful problem with dengue fever, which hit two of 
our sons hard earlier this year, but now the pandemic of coronavirus. Within hours of the first case appearing, all schools 
were shut and public meetings forbidden, and we know from medical friends that the health system is in no way 
prepared for such a challenge. 
  
Paraguay as a diócesis continues without a diocesan bishop and we are at present overseen by Nicky’s dad as 
Archbishop primate Greg Venables and vicar general Agustín Maidana. Bishop Venables challenged us all recently to see 
this new period as an opportunity to increase our efforts as a mission church, encouraging us not to lose energy, 
bemoaning the difficulties and failings of the past but rather to see them as Gods maturing and training of us. Please 
pray as we seek to live this out.  
  
The family 
  
Ronnie is very busy overseeing the cathedral and the congregation Cristo Salvador and also now as pastoral advisor to 
the principal at St Andrews school. 
  
Nicky continues to recover and to fulfill the challenging ministry involved in the church and as a busy mother and wife. 
  
Natasha started a new job in a big international school. We are all under 
quarantine or lockdown for the next two weeks so she is at home with the 
family. Unfortunately, they have just sent out a message from her school 
saying that there are coronavirus cases within the school so please pray for 
her and us! 
She continues as one of our worship leaders at church and her boyfriend, 
Marcelo started teaching music to the different groups in the diocese. 
Please pray for health for Natasha as she has had a terrible rash for weeks 
now and has been seen by various specialists and it doesn’t seem to get better. 
  
Tammy is in her final year at school and is a very responsible and good student. She has a lot going on this year and 
would like to study architecture and design once she finishes school, so please pray for Gods guidance. 
  
Danny is doing well. He had dengue fever back in February and he is still recovering as it affects your immune system 
and leaves one feeling very weak. He is in 9th grade and is at that difficult age, so please pray for him to make good 
decisions in life. 
  
Samu is also recovering from dengue fever. He is behaving well at school and continues going to the neuro-specialists 
during the week. He loves drawing and playing video games. He also plays football twice a week.  
  
We were only able to get away for a week at the beginning of the year. We drove to Buenos Aires to stay at Nicky’s 
parents' house as her dad was traveling to Jordan. It was nice to get away but as soon as we returned our two boys got 
dengue so it was quite a stressful time. 
We have started up various meetings in the churches. Nicky started a woman’s group on Wednesdays on Emotional 
healing for the soul. Please pray for more woman to join the group. We started with 7 last Wednesday. 



We have also organized various retreats but unfortunately have had to suspend the two on spiritual gifts that we had 
planned for March, due to the shutdown. 
In Paraguay, January and the beginning of February are months when due to the heat most people go away and 
churches are empty. We are now used to this! 
Please pray for Oscar (9) from Hogar Jardin de Esperanza, which is the HiV home that Cristo Salvador support. He fell out 
of a tree on Monday and is in intensive care. He broke a few bones and is recovering but needs lots of prayer and they 
have asked for financial aid. 
Please also pray for retired assistant Bishop Andres from the north of Paraguay, who is very sick in hospital. He is having 
a tumor removed from a kidney and needs support and prayer. Ron donated blood and saw him a couple of days ago. 
As ever we are so grateful for your support, as we seek to live and fulfill this ministry. 
--  
Rev. Ronald Irene 
ronaldirene@gmail.com 
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