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Christmas Narrative
by Rev’d Benjamin Capps

The twelve days of Christmas, perhaps more popularized by the seasonal carol than the 
liturgical season, hold a certain kind of magic. This short season is marked by the birth 
narrative of Jesus Christ, including the events leading up to his birth, and invites us to enter 
into the story with a kind of awe and wonder. Awe and wonder are certainly appropriate 
when reflecting on the birth of Jesus. However, if this season of Christmas gets relegated to 
the domain of metaphors and magic, our understanding of the birth of Christ is incomplete. 

The Gospel of Luke is a Gospel that is rooted in a particular time and place in history. 
Luke 2 gives us this kind of rootedness when the census is referenced. 

Emperor Augustus provides a pin for the particular time in history and the city of Beth-
lehem is referenced next, placing this text in a particular place. 

The birth of Jesus Christ, God’s love incarnate, was sent to a particular place at a particular 
time and is about so much more than a mere analogy - it is a matter of history.

It is noteworthy, that place and time matter deeply to the narrative. We cannot strip Jesus 
away from these details. The reality of this census reminds the reader that Jesus was born 
into a bleak time in history - a time when God’s people were longing in a profound way for a 
rescuer, a savior. A time marked by political and religious oppression, injustice and profound 
inequalities. The town of Bethlehem, a town not exactly known for its powerful legacy, cues 
the reader in to the humble nature of Jesus’ arrival. The love of God incarnate came into that 
time, and that place, to show all of humanity what God looks like with skin on. 

There is a sense that wonder and awe are the natural responses to this season. You might 
say that this was the response of all who encountered the Christ child. It is appropriate for us 
to contemplate the idea of Jesus Christ entering into the world - to roll the meaning around 
in our minds and to be moved by this profound story. However, let us never forget that Jesus 
Christ was a human being who walked on this earth, breathed its air, and was sustained by 
its fruit. That within the mystery of a God who came to earth as a tiny baby, there is truth 
and a concrete reality. God’s love for all of humanity is made known in the sending of his 
son. His son who was sent to a particular time and to a particular place. His Son who loves 
us more than any analogy, metaphor or idea could ever contain.   
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Rooted in Jesus Kenya Trip 
Fundraising Dinner

January 18, 2020  6-8pm in Ashton Hall
Register at good-samaritan.org/events

Now in use in many African countries, Rooted in Jesus 
was originally created in 2002, as part of the link relationship 
between the Diocese of Leicester and the Diocese of Mount 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, at the request of Stanley Hotay, 
then diocesan missioner and now the bishop. The syllabus 
was designed by Canon Roger Morgan, and the course was 
researched, edited and piloted by Rev’d. Dr. Alison Morgan, 
working with a team of clergy, teachers and small group lead-
ers, many of whom had experience of living or working in 
Africa. Translated into Swahili, it was piloted in the Diocese 
of Mount Kilimanjaro between 2002 and 2005.

Rooted in Jesus is normally introduced to a whole diocese 
or area, at the invitation of the bishop or denominational 
leader, by a team of experienced practitioners from the UK 
and Africa. Because Rooted in Jesus is as much a method 
as a course, this has proved the best way of establishing it 
effectively. From its beginning in 2002 in Tanzania, it has 
now been introduced to over 90 dioceses or networks in 17 
African countries, and translated into many languages. We 
estimate there are up to 100,000 people meeting in Rooted in 
Jesus groups in these countries, and the number is growing 
all the time.

Groups are led by pastors, evangelists or catechists, and 
newly commissioned lay leaders, both men and women. 
Many of these groups have seen people becoming Christians, 
experiencing answered prayer, deepening their commitment 
to one another and to the church, and living changed lives.

Rooted in Jesus is a practical and interactive course. The 
emphasis is on the active participation of each member of the 
group through the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit, so 
that together they may be built up into the body of Christ and 
equipped for ministry to others. The material is absorbed and 
practised orally, and only the group leader needs to be able to 
read and write. Each lesson is summarized by a memory verse, 
and members receive certificates when the group completes 
each of the four books of the course.

Living the Christian Life
6 key principles from the greatest sermon ever told

Our culture today is filled with many messages on how to 
live our lives. There are so many conflicting messages that it 
can be overwhelming and confusing. 

But in the midst of all the voices clamoring for our atten-
tion, there is the voice of Jesus. Over 2,000 years ago, Jesus 
sat on the mountainside, teaching his followers how to live 
out the life he was calling them to. 

Over the course of 6 weeks, we will look at the 6 key prin-
ciples for the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of Matthew. 
The course will begin on Sunday evening January 19 and run 
through February 23, 2020. The evening will include dinner, 
a time of teaching and discussion. Donations to cover the 
cost of the dinner ($40 for the course) are suggested but not 
mandatory. 

Pick up a brochure from the Welcome Desks in the Chapel 
entrance and atrium or register online at  

good-samaritan.org/events/living-christian-life

Two New Adult Education Classes  
Begin Sunday, January 19
“Financial Peace University” 

Room 264  9:00-10:30am 

It’s time to stop worrying about money! The nine-lesson 
Financial Peace University (FPU) course is the proven plan 
to help you keep a budget, beat debt, and build wealth! Dave 
Ramsey and his team of financial experts teaches every lesson 
with biblical wisdom, and you’ll get support and encourage-
ment along the way. FPU registration ($99) includes your 
workbook and a free year of Financial Peace Membership, an 
online tool kit to support your journey. If you’re interested in 
learning more, email Leah Sioma at thesiomas@gmail.com! 

“You’ll Get Through This” 

Class will use a DVD series by Max Lucado. Bring your 
Bible. Dave Weightman will moderate an informal class dis-
cussion in Room 263, 10:45-11:30am.
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Diocesan Lent Day
10:00am-3:00pm   March 7, 2020
Church of the Good Samaritan

This year’s Diocesan Lent Day we’ll be looking at the 
theme: ‘The Word of the Lord - how to take the Bible seri-
ously without being a fundamentalist’.

We are pleased to announce Kenton Sparks as our key-
note speaker. Dr Sparks is the author of a number of books, 
including ‘God’s Words in Human Words’ and ‘Sacred Word, 
Broken Word’ - a book looking at the darker texts of Scripture. 
Kent will be helping us to think through the question of how 
to take the Bible seriously, while appreciating the complex 
and often difficult history of its origins and interpretation.

Register online at  
good-samaritan.org/events/diocesan-lent-day

Parenting Evening
5:45-7:45pm January 17, 2020

Walton Hall
It’s a Busy Life: ReCONNECTing the Dots to Family
Join us for a conversation with Amy Lynch, PhD Occu-

pational Therapy and former Day School Mom, reframing 
parenting approaches to kids and family life for reconnecting. 

Cost: $30 per couple covers childcare and pizza/salad 
dinner. 

Contact Barb Condit: 610-644-6181,  
barb.condit@good-samaritan.org with questions.

Children’s Bell Choir on Christmas Eve

The Glorious Christmas Altar
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Freedom in Christ is a 3-day retreat led by clergy and 
lay leaders from The Church of the Good Samaritan, and is 
under the spiritual leadership of Reverend Richard Morgan. 
The program was developed by the Lazarus Center in Am-
bridge, PA. 

The retreat combines biblical teaching, small group ac-
tivities and private time to study and reflect. FIC is a retreat 
for those who are serious about growing in their relationship 
with Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

Register online at good-samaritan.org/FIC or pick up a 
brochure from the Greeters desks.

Freedom in Christ Retreat
February 21-23, 2020

Harvey Cedars  
Bible Conference Center

Long Beach Island, NJ

“I’ve been on many church retreats but never one with 
so much love, encouragement and healing. So appreciated 
all the prayer, hard work and love poured out by the team.”

1000 Gifts!
by Charlene Fitzwater for the Food Closet

The Upper Mainline Rotary has provided 1000 new reus-
able bags for families who receive food from the Food Closet! 
We give each family four bags when they join us; this bounty 
will also allow the Food Closet to replace well-worn bags used 
by folks who have been coming for years! This is the second 
time the Rotarians have helped us with the need for reusable 
bags; they also team up with us as volunteers for holiday 
distributions! We are deeply grateful for their partnership 
with Good Sam’s Food Closet!   

Middle

6:00 PM - Meet @ Church of the Good Samaritan
Check-in and drop off sleeping stuff

6:30 PM - Leave for OAKS, PA
7:00 PM - Arrive at Center Ice & Arnold's
8:30 PM - Leave Center Ice/Arnolds - head to SKYZONE
8:35 PM - Arrive at SKYZONE - (jump around)

10:30 PM - Leave SkyZone - head to MovieTavern
11:00 PM - Watch Movie! (@ MOVIE TAVERN)
1:30 AM - Head back to Church

While we may do a group game or two, 
we will be GOING TO SLEEP pretty soon 
after arriving.  NO ONE WILL BE STAYING 
UP ALL NIGHT.  BRING A PILLOW, and a 
SLEEPING BAG!

7:00 AM - Breakfast is SERVED!
7:30 AM - Cleanup path of destruction we left
8:00 AM - All-nighter is OVER! 

Go home. Sleep.

$75
per

person

6:00 PM 
Fri, March 6 

to 
8:00 AM 

Sat, March 7 

14 hours of  
epic 

epic-ness

Sign up today! 
https://good-samaritan.ccbchurch.com/

goto/forms/194/responses/new

All- SchoolNighter
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The end of the Fall semester is a unique time in the ac-
ademic year. While the close of the Spring semester brings 
excitement and anticipation of summer, I notice that students 
approach the close of the Fall semester and Winter break with 
many deep breaths, long stretches in their chairs, and longing 
and anticipation for a slower pace. The two weeks leading up 
to that last day of final exams is when students dig into their 
books and papers, and they persevere towards that holiday 
light at the end of the tunnel. 

Rather than have Family Dinner during finals week, we 
opened Good Sam for a study night. We designated one room 
as the quiet study space, and another room as a more casual 
work space. The latter was complete with some adult coloring 
pages, music, and Christmas cookies to decorate, to help break 
up the evening and offer some recreation. And of course, 
the coffee was plentiful. For many students, the church is a 
welcome change of scenery from the isolation of their rooms 
or the hushed stacks of the library. It is a great reminder that 
in some seasons the best ministry we can offer others is the 
ministry of quiet hospitality, the ministry of a welcoming 
space. On the study night, there was no formal meeting or 
lesson, no formal welcome or benediction. Instead, what we 
offered as a faith community was a space that asked “what do 
you need right now, and how can we help?”

Opening the church one night during finals week is a 
simple action that has no more bells and whistles than the 
ones playing on the Christmas songs in the background. But 
it is a gift that helps ease students out of the Fall and into the 
rest of Winter Break. 

As the students return in 2020 and regular semester pro-
gramming picks up again, our focus is shifting to the CCO’s 
annual Jubilee conference! On February 21-23, thousands 
of college students from across the country will gather in 
Pittsburgh to worship together and discover further what it 
means to live faithfully in every area of life. Over the course 
of the weekend, students will hear the Gospel articulated 
through the framework of Creation, Fall, Redemption, and 
Restoration. Beyond times of corporate worship and main 
stage speakers, there are dozens of breakout sessions to attend 
that range from “what does it mean to be a follower of Jesus 
in every vocational field” to “where do we find the truth of 
the Gospel in pop culture.” 

This year, we are looking forward to hearing Good Sam’s 
own Andy Crouch, Jackie Hill Perry, David Kinnaman, and 
spoken word artist Propaganda (and many more). For more 
information about Jubilee, you can visit https://www.jubilee-
conference.com. 

If you are a college-aged young adult and would like to 
join us for Jubilee, or have any questions about the confer-
ence, please contact me at dgarrisonedwards@ccojubilee.org! 
Scholarships are available. We would love to have you join us!

If you would like to learn more about College and Young 
Adult Ministry at Church of the Good Samaritan,  

or how to support Dan through the CCO, please contact him 
at dgarrisonedwards@ccojubilee.org, or at 607-742-5752.  

He would love to chat with you.

Study Night at Good Samaritan

Young Adult Ministry at Good Samaritan
by Dan Garrison Edwards
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On the Sunday before Thanksgiving, about a dozen vol-
unteers from 6th grade to 60 years old worked in the freezing 
rain, hauling 400 fir trees off a loaded tractor trailer. A job 
that would have otherwise taken all morning and into early 
afternoon was completed in less than an hour! That energy 
and enthusiasm would turn out to be the spirit of the next 
several weekends.

This year, we introduced some new elements to the tree 
sale. We offered coffee and hot chocolate, and even set up a 
Christmas-themed photo booth for families who wanted a 
picture with their 2019 family Christmas tree! Families took 
advantage, and many posted their photos to social media with 
hashtags like #ChristmasTree and tagged Church of the Good 
Samaritan. Our rock star team of volunteers brought smiling 
faces and Christmas cheer to everyone who came looking for 
that special tree. Every time I turned around, someone was 
pulling trees out for families to inspect and compare or tying 
them on the roof of cars. The energy and enthusiasm of the 
event never abated. With that in mind, we should not have 
been surprised when our stock was all gone.

We had originally planned for the tree sale to be open for 
three consecutive weekends. However, by 2:30pm on Sunday 
of the second weekend, we were sold out! All of our trees had 
left the lot! We were astounded at the turn out of folks coming 
to get a tree and support the HELPS ministry, and in awe of 
God’s goodness. 

2019 was my first year being so intimately involved with 
this annual event, and I had not been aware of just how spe-
cial the Christmas Tree sale is. It is a joy to participate in the 
annual tradition and memory making of our neighbors and 
their families. Not only that, but we get to share all that the 
HELPS ministry does in our own backyard. Many folks said 
to me “I come here for my tree every year because I know 
that this will help our neighbors.” 

I cannot think of a better way to usher in the season of 
Advent and anticipate Christmas than to reflect the love of 
Christ both in the helping with loading a Christmas tree, and 
in sharing with others the work the Body of Christ is doing 
in serving those in need in our own backyard.

Thank you to everyone who made the tree sale possible. 
Thank you to those who came out for a tree and to support 
the HELPS ministry and thank you to all of our wonderful 
volunteers who made this possible. The Christmas Tree Sale 
could not have happened without you.

May the peace of Christ be with you all, and Merry 
Christmas.

The 2019 Christmas Tree Sale (and Holiday Hoopla)
by Dan Garrison Edwards
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Jonathan Hobbs
Director
484.437.4000
jonathan.hobbs@good-samaritan.org

Erika Knight
Associate Director 

610.203.5920
erika@good-samaritan.org

Meeting
January 5, 2020
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@ Parents

Pins &
Pasta

Welcome & Prayer

Middle School All-Nighter

Highlights & Advice

Spring Retreat

High School 
Winter Retreat

Final Youth Group & 
Testimony Night

Summer

BOLIVIA TRIP

The Philadelphia Project

Summer “Program”

Pool Party

Partnering with Parents…

What are some highlights from the last 
year from your perspective? 

What are some bits of wisdom you’d give 
to parents of younger teenagers?

For the last few years we have adopted a 
“planned randomness” schedule with 

things like movie days, and bible studies 
at cafes and pizza places.  

July 26 — August 6 (ish)

July 11-18
$450 per person

Last YG of the Year - May 3rd
Testimony Night - May 17th

March 27-29 in Ocean City NJ!
Chaz & Lia Howard are the speakers! 

$165 per person

March 8-9. $75.
Likely Bigger.  Other Churches  

Jan 24-26.  Need Þnal numbers ASAP.

Club 56
7th & 8th Grade Class

Youth ConÞrmation (Feb-April)
 Youth Group

June 7 
(or 24?)**

Confirmation Sunday
June 14

Sundays

Feb 23rd & Apr 26th
NC Lunches

a
(and pizza)

(and playoffs)

How can we do this BETTER?



January 2020 Events Calendar
January 1
Office Closed

January 2
Pray the BCP

January 5
Parents, Pins & Pasta

January 8
Retired & Refired

January 8
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

January 17
Parenting Evening

January 18
Caregivers Support Group

January 18
Rooted in Jesus Fundraising Dinner

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

January 19
New Adult Education Classes begin

January 19
Living the Christian Life begins

January 20
Martin Luther King Jr. Day - Office Closed

January 22
Retired & Refired

January 24
Family Mental Health Support Group

January 25
Family Ministries Volunteer Brunch

January 29
PRAXIS


