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Walking with the Holy Spirit
We are in the middle of our Epiphany sermon series on ‘Walking with the Holy Spirit’. As part of our theme of ‘Deep Calls 

to Deep’ we are thinking about how we discern the Spirit’s voice in our day to day walk with Jesus. I want to lay out some of 
those pointers here to encourage you and stir your Spirits so that we make the best of this pandemic season we find ourselves in.

1) Choose to open your spirit to the Holy Spirit. God promises that when we draw near to Him, he will draw near to us 
(James 4:8) and so, claiming that promise, do your part by drawing near to him. In the sermon that began the series I used the 
analogy of letting a piece of music wash over you and become part of you. Find the same space and attentive attitude towards 
the Holy Spirit. Ask him to fill your life and expect him to fulfil his side of the bargain.

2) Attentively listen to the voice of the Spirit speaking through scripture. You can read the whole New Testament in 20 
hours! That is about the same time investment as watching a season of Grey’s Anatomy. You can choose day by day to spend 
time in God’s word. You can use Bible reading notes to structure what you read, or just start at the beginning of Matthew and 
read a section a day. But when you read, read in a posture of openness to what the Spirit will speak into your Spirit. Don’t just 
read for information - read and chew it over and listen to what the Spirit is saying.

3) Attentively listen to the voice of the Spirit speaking to your spirit. As we come before him in prayer, God’s Spirit puts 
on our hearts thoughts, impressions, ideas, images, words. We need to discern to filter out those thoughts that come from the 
Holy Spirit from simply our imagination. Journaling is a helpful practice for many. But if you pray ‘Lord, show me who to 
reach out to today’ and a person or two come to mind - trust that this is the Holy Spirit prompting and act on it.

4) Build some structure for yourself. I am encouraging everyone to have a Rhythm of Life, a Practice of Prayer, and a Soul 
Friend. The whole of our lives are God’s. The time we work, our diet, our sleep, the relationships we have. We are stewards of 
all of these things that God has entrusted us with. Ask him what to build into your life and what to prune out. What habits 
bring life, and which suck life out of you? Build in prayer as a part of that rhythm of life. And do not walk the journey alone. 
Have at least one companion on the way, who you share your faith life with.

My prayer for you is not that you slavishly follow a plan that you concoct, but that something from this article would stir 
you and encourage you along the way. Be blessed and live fully in the freedom that Christ has won for you on the cross.

Richard
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Keeping my 101-year-old stepdad, John Sommerville and 
myself in a medical bubble with our lung conditions and ages 
has been challenging and isolating for the past ten months. So 
it was a surprise and a delight to answer the door in December 
and be presented with two beautiful gift bags filled with home-
made cookies, Chex mix, an absolutely lovely card for each of 
us and a personally chosen present. Pastor Marcia‘s choice of a 
very glittery nutcracker caught John’s attention right away. As 
he has memory problems, he asked me later how long I had had 
that nutcracker; I was delighted to remind him that it was HIS 
nutcracker and that Good Sam had just given it to him. Thank 
you for the thoughtfulness, for those who baked cookies and 
for the elves who delivered the gift bags. It was a very welcome 
personal gift for Christmas.   -Janice Smith

  Thank You!
If I could only float a heart balloon to all the wonderful 

people who baked cookies and were elves to deliver Christmas 
bags to Good Samaritan friends. Since that is not possible 
right now, I wish to thank all of you who were so generous 
with your time in the baking of delicious cookies, treats, (in-
cluding brightly colored Christmas trimmings) and making 
the rounds in Chester County with personal deliveries. Next 
year you are invited to sing a song to add to the festivity. 

Our homebound parish friends really appreciated your 
thoughtfulness. Everyone likes to be surprised, especially to be 
remembered when festive days can’t be celebrated with family. 

If you are interested in being a part of this wonderful, 
caring group of smiley friends of Jesus, let me know. There 
is more coming and we’ll join together again for a day or two 
of sharing (Valentines)...

Love in Christ, and may He bless you richly, 
Marcia

Alpha via Zoom 
Tuesday evenings, Jan 12 - Mar 23, 2021 Please tell your 

relatives, friends, co-workers, and social media contacts 
everywhere about our Alpha on Zoom. We had a fantastic 
Alpha combining with Church of the Savior this past Fall. 
The pandemic did not hold God back.

In his study guide on the Great Commission, Fr. Richard 
said, “I cannot really love my neighbors if I do not also offer 
Christ to them.”

Now is the time for you to pray about who to invite. Do 
you know someone who needs a relationship with Jesus and a 
new personal connection with believers? Please help others to 
begin or strengthen their relationship with Christ by joining 
in the sessions with them or praying and encouraging them 
to try Alpha. Let me know how you will help by replying to 
this email or texting Ted Klenske at (610) 563-4070. Pray for 
Alpha.

Many Thanks  
to Our Good Samaritan Tech Crew!

We couldn’t do church every week without you!

View from the Sound Booth
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It is a new year and a new semester! Students and young 
adults are looking towards the spring. Some will be taking 
classes from home while others are preparing to move back 
onto campus. Those not taking classes are still navigating 
different work dynamics as state policies around COVD-19 
shift and are revised. It may be a new year, but we are riding 
the same wave from 2020 until we reach shore.

Katie Staronka and I remain committed to facilitating 
safe, in-person ways for students and young adults to connect 
with others. The Commons will continue to be the location 
that enables us to do so.  However, in compliance with the 
diocesan Phase 1 protocols, all of our gatherings for the 
month of January will be virtual. Monday hangouts will be 
from 6:30-7:30 on Zoom. Our Wednesday Night Vespers were 
previously bi-weekly but will now be weekly and serve as a 
time of prayer and contemplation. Our first vesper service 
will be January 13, 6:30-7:30pm on Instagram Live. To stay 
up to date with any changes in the world of college ministry 
at Good Sam, I invite you to follow us on Instagram (@good-
samaritancollegeministry). 

There is one element I am particularly excited about as 
we move into 2021. It should come as no surprise that the 
CCO’s Jubilee Conference, which typically gathers thousands 
of college students on the convention floors of Pittsburgh, 
will be virtual this spring. Here is the exciting part: Church 
of the Good Samaritan will be a Jubilee 2021 site! This means 
that on February 27, 2021, you are invited to join us in the 
sanctuary to watch Jubilee together. Not only that, if you are 
a college student, young adult, or high school senior, you 
can use the code goodsam at check out to register for free! If 
you are unable to make it on February 27, or you do not feel 
comfortable gathering with others, that is more than okay. 

College and Young Adult Ministry @ Good Sam
by Dan Garrison Edwards, Director of College and Young Adult Ministry

Dan Garrison Edwards Katie Staronka

You can still register with the code goodsam and view the 
Jubilee content at home and at your convenience any time 
after it goes live! We are committed to making this event safe 
and accessible for everyone who is interested, whether you 
join us in person or from the comfort of your home. You can 
register at https://www.jubileeconference.com. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at dan.edwards@good-samaritan.org. 

Last spring, I asked a graduating senior who was engaged 
about how her wedding plans were progressing. She respond-
ed “Dan, you’ll find this hard to believe, but there are no Pin-
terest boards for a pandemic wedding.” Likewise, 10 months 
ago there were few to no points of reference for pandemic 
ministry. Yet we have kept trying and improvising, putting 
our heart into each attempt but holding all things loosely. In 
all things, we set our eyes to Christ, and in doing so pray that 
we see the world through Christ’s eyes. 

On behalf of the College and Young Adults Ministry, I can-
not thank you enough for your prayers and encouragement 
over the past semester and during this pandemic as a whole. 
Church of the Good Samaritan has always been a beacon and 
refuge for college students and young adults as they navigate 
the transitions of early adulthood. That is in no small part 
because of you, the broader community of Good Sam. Katie 
and I are privileged to do the work we do because you believe 
in that mission. Once more, thank you.
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When the call was made that we would not have in-person 
worship over the Christmas season, the church had to leap 
into action. We had only about 8 days from that announce-
ment to when a finished project needed to be delivered. For 
the “service” there was the saving grace that we were planning 
on doing that all along and planning was well underway. 
However the Family service (usually at 11am on Christmas 
Eve) was another story. We had been planning an outside 
event that would be interactive and involve different “stations.” 
So the Family Ministries team quickly changed course and 
moved to offering something virtual for the whole family…

Eight days later we ended up with what we consider to be 
one of our favorite projects we’ve ever done! Thank you to 
all that watched it and spread it to your friends and family. 
And thanks for all the kind emails and text messages you’ve 
sent our team telling them how you’ve enjoyed it! We are so 
proud with the final product and we thought you might be 
interested in a little peak into how it came together! So here 
are ten “Behind the Scenes” facts about the making of our 
Christmas Eve Special!

1) Did EWE Know?

Back in the summer we did a virtual VBS in partnership 
with Lower Providence Presbyterian Church (or “LPPC” for 
short). Their Children’s Director (MaryAnn Alderfer, who 
plays the white sheep) and Jonathan Hobbs did skits called 
“Did Ewe Know?” for that program that proved pretty mem-
orable. LPPC decided in early December that they would not 
be doing in person Christmas Eve services and so MaryAnn 
asked if Jonathan would help make a special “Did Ewe Know?” 
for their prerecorded program. When the possibility arose 
that we at Good Sam might have to pivot to a virtual option, 
this segment was already made and was used as a jumping 
off point for what we put together. It was actually the only 
segment completed BEFORE the family scenes were shot, 
which is why it’s the only segment that is directly quoted/
referenced by the family. (“Bah, Bah, Bah BAH!”)

Ten “Behind the Scenes” Facts about the Family Ministries Christmas Eve Special
2) The Defina family were heroes!

The Defina family had already volunteered to be actors in 
our originally plans for Christmas Eve, but we were blown 
away with their willingness (on VERY short notice) to become 
the central figures for the program. (And shockingly, they 
already HAD matching Christmas jammies!) We wrote a 
script for them but they took it to another level, adding little 
bits here and there that made it perfect!

3) It was loosely structured around the Advent candles: 
Hope, Joy, Peace, and Love

This was actually part of the thinking for the in-person 
event and so it was moved into the writing for this special. It 
was pretty subtle, but near the end we decided to be more on 
the nose about it and had the “special guests” all say a line that 
included the name of the candle they were representing. (It’s 
almost worth rewatching just to notice this part…)

4) Two songs were recorded just for this special - both 
recorded on an iPhone! 

Ben and Jess Potts recorded themselves singing “Angels 
We Have Heard on High” using their home piano. It was the 
perfect background to the “proclaiming joy” section (which 
was actually the last section to come together). Madeleine 
Anderson recorded “Silent Night” with just her vocals and 
guitar - and it might be our new favorite version of the song. It 
was wonderful to be able to include Good Sam people singing 
as part of the program!

5) The whole thing was shot on iPhones and laptop cam-
eras

Since iPhones have a high quality camera built into them, 
the easiest solution of how to film this became the devices we 
carry around with us in our pockets. Some of the audio was a 
little tricky but we were impressed with the shots were able to 
get. In the same way, of the four “zoom calls” in the program, 
two were actually zoom calls that we simply recorded! The 
audio was once again a bit of an issue, but it worked!
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6) There were over 200 different “elements” in the final 
product

In digital video editing, each thing added to a project is 
called an “element.” This includes video clips of course, but 
also titles, pictures, and audio files. When editing, these are 
layered on top of one another along something like a vertical 
timeline. In the end, the video had so many elements in some 
segments of the special that they didn’t all fit on the screen at 
one time! (For comparison, the average video we make for 
church has something like 5-10 elements.) 

7) The use of “overlap” audio

This is more for the film/tech nerds among us, but we 
incorporated a common movie-making technique where 
the audio from the next shot actually comes in just a smidge 
sooner than the video. It helps to make the scene feel like it 
was all shot at the same time, on the same day. It makes it feel 
more like a natural conversation. The reality is that some of 
the responses the family members give were filmed a couples 
days later or (in at least one case) was actually a response to 
a different line from a different scene! The zoom calls were 
the best examples of this. None of the zoom calls were filmed 
before the family scenes. The family had to pretend to react 
to things the people on the calls MIGHT say, and the people 
on the calls had to answer questions and pretend to be talking 
to the family. The overlap really helped it feel like it was all 
happening in real time.

8) Foreshadowing in the introduction

The opening shots were close ups of decorations at the 
Hobbs and Defina houses. However, they also served as a 
little bit of foreshadowing. Many of the ornaments and figures 
shown are referenced (or related to things referenced) at some 
point in the program. This includes the obvious things like 
shepherds, angels, and stars but also Charlie Brown, and Star 
Wars characters!

9) There were “reshoots” and “pickups”

Even though we had a tight schedule, there three or four 
times when we realized we needed a slightly different angle or 
different wording -- or even a completely different sentence! 
Some members of the Defina family had to get back into 
their Christmas jammies and do a close up shot DAYS after 
they initially filmed! Jonathan actually kept the same brown 
sweatshirt in his office just in case he had to quickly put it on 
for a pickup shot - which he did! Twice!

10) The end credits are for real - and for fun!

We wanted to make sure we thanked all the people that 
helped make this project become a reality, but we’re almost 
positive we missed people… but we promise… we did our 
best! But we also wanted people to READ the credits and 
see all the names of the people involved. To make that more 
likely, we decided to add a bunch of blooper shots during the 
credits. On top of that, we added some funny lines as a reward 
for people that actually took the time to read. We won’t spoil 
any of them here… you can go check them out for yourself! 

In the end we felt we offered something that reminded 
people about the meaning of Christmas, and also that they 
are part of the Good Samaritan community. Many people 
commented that while the jokes and the music were all 
wonderful, their favorite part was when different families 
from the church were shown saying “Merry Christmas!” We 
know that this is a big part of what we are grieving during the 
pandemic and we’re glad we were able to remind people that 
we are STILL a community, and that we are looking forward 
to seeing each other again soon.

We hope that we were able to help many of you have a 
very merry Christmas and we look forward to what God has 
for us in this coming year!
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Rector’s Warden’s Report
Oct-Dec 2020

The 4th quarter of 2020 brought more changes to an 
already disrupted year. After enjoying a short season of 
in-person worship, the increasing COVID positivity rate and 
threat of a new COVID variant caused Bishop Gutierrez to 
reinstitute Phase 1 restrictions, which moved us back to Live 
Stream services. We are encouraged that new vaccines offer 
hope for a return to normal, perhaps by the fall. Even so, it’s 
difficult to go backwards.

But have we? Yes, we are hunkering down for a “pandemic 
winter,” but over the last 3 months I have sensed signs of for-
ward movement at Church of the Good Samaritan. Here are 
four signs of forward movement I’ve noticed:

Our Live Stream worship is continuously improving. I 
was amazed last spring how quickly we pivoted from in-per-
son liturgical services to live stream. I am thankful for the 
willingness of the clergy and key volunteers, our frontline 
spiritual heroes, to create this new worship experience for us. 
It’s easy to take for granted but each week I notice enhance-
ments and improvements. 

As a congregation we are relying more on prayer. I don’t 
have Gallup survey data to prove this, but my observation is 
the challenges of the past year have forced many of us to seek 
the Lord more fervently. I’ve sensed that Zoom groups, prayer 
partners and individual praying have increased and become 
more valued because of our difficulties. 

The Wardens are working as a team with Fr. Richard. 
At the beginning of 2020 the Wardens (perhaps mostly me!) 
wondered how we could be effective while unable to meet 
in person. But after a year of virtual meetings, discussing 
both routine and challenging issues in that context, we have 
developed a bond with each other and a deeper commitment 
to the health and growth of Church of the Good Samaritan. 

The Lord is blessing Good Sam in unexpected ways. 
The bittersweet blessing of challenging times is they help us 
more clearly see God’s hand at work. One example of this is 
in our finances. Many expected giving to crash during the 
pandemic. Instead, we have made it through 2020 with some 
new sources. One thing isn’t new, however, and that’s a spirit of 
generosity throughout the Good Sam community. Praise God! 

As we enter the New Year, may God help us all to move 
forward with faith and joy in an ever-changing world. 

Whitney T. Kuniholm, Rector’s Warden

Tredyffrin Township Police  
“Stuff a Cruiser” 

Food Drive
by George Scheffey

Imagine how shocked Carole and I were on Saturday when 
Tredyffrin Township Police Office Joe Butler and Corporal 
Bill Czaplicki pulled up to unload two large, stuffed police 
cruisers of donated items from their food drive at the Paoli 
Acme. Through their efforts, and the generosity of the local 
patrons of Acme, over 1,600 pounds of groceries and $393 in 
Acme gift cards were donated to the Food Closet! 

“THANK YOU” doesn’t seem to be adequate to express 
our gratitude to Officer Joe and Corporal Bill, who said they’re 
exploring the idea of doing something like it again around the 
4th of July! The impact of their work will be felt for weeks to 
come, and it will make a real difference for our beneficiaries.

To the Food Closet folks, it took us a while, but we have 
sorted and stored all the groceries we received. There are over 
fifteen “Ron Boxes” (some are around the corner/divider on 
the right side of Ashton Hall, and we had to put about six 
overflow containers up in the Bride’s Closet (rather heavy 
boxes of chicken noodle soup, black beans, pasta, corn, green 
beans, etc.; the containers are marked with the contents). We’ll 
arrange to get the gift cards to Charlene.

Hope you all had a very MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Carole & George Scheffey
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Exciting News for the Capps Family
“Six and a half years ago, my family and I came to the 

Church of the Good Samaritan just a few days after I gradu-
ated from Seminary. I’ll never forget the gracious and loving 
way that we were received into the community.

Over the years, I’ve had the opportunity to serve as Direc-
tor of College and Young Adult ministry, a priest in training, 
and as Associate Rector. I am eternally thankful for the ways 
in which I’ve gotten to learn, experiment, grow, and offer up 
what I had to offer to the community.

This loving and gracious community that received my 
family those years ago has left an indelible mark on me per-
sonally and vocationally. Bekah, Margot, Julian, Asa, and I 
will carry that mark with us wherever we go.

In February, I will begin serving as Priest in Charge at 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Glenmore, PA, just north 
of Chester Springs. St. Andrew’s describes themselves as a 
“Joyful community of God’s faithful people transforming 
lives by growing in Christ’s love and shining His light into 
the world through prayer, worship, and service to all.” They 
are a well-known church within our diocese and are in the 
same deanery as Good Samaritan.

I am excited to step into my role at St. Andrew’s as they 
continue to pursue Christ and make him known.

I am so thankful for the entire congregation at Good Sa-
maritan, especially the staff and clergy I have served alongside.

I also owe a special thank you to the beloved community 
at the Good Samaritan Day School - leading chapel at the Day 
School with so many incredible children has been one of the 
greatest joys of my life for the past several years.

Finally, I owe a tremendous amount of gratitude to Father 
Richard. He has taken chance after chance on me over the 
years and given me opportunity after opportunity to learn, 
grow, and be challenged during my time here.

One of my favorite moments of the liturgy comes during 
our Post-Communion prayer. It nearly chokes me up every 
time we say it together. Having received the holy sacrament of 
Christ’s Body and Blood, we pray together as a congregation, 
“Now send us out to do the work you have given us to do.”

As I am sent out to the work that I have been given to do 
in the weeks to come, I pray that each of us, having received 
the presence and power of Christ in our lives, may also be sent 
out to do the work that each of us has been given to do.”  - Ben

Vestry Corner
by Rusty Smith

Ben Capps opened the meeting with his reflection on 
the baptism of Jesus in the gospel of Mark and Paul’s related 
message to the citizens of Ephesus from Acts 19. Quoting 
from Mary Oliver’s poem Sometimes he encouraged us with 
these words “Instructions for living life: Pay attention. Be 
astonished. Tell about it.”

Following the order of the meeting agenda, the Vestry 
heard the report of the Finance Warden, Andy Balsan. In his 
report for the year 2020, Andy stated the challenges and com-
plications to the church as well as to us all resulting from the 
Covid pandemic. The income of the church from pledges and 
other giving was 5.6% below budget projection but expenses 
were also reduced due to Covid restrictions on activities by 
6.8% yielding a surplus for the year. In addition, the church 
received a PPP loan which has been “forgiven” putting church 
finances in a good, stable position to deal with expected chal-
lenges in the immediate future, especially disruptions in the 
Day School program. The Vestry recognizes with gratitude 
the continuing faithfulness of the congregation supporting the 
church during this difficult time. As Fr. Whitnah said, “Even 
if we can’t GO to church, we are called to BE the church.”

Andy also presented a preliminary budget for 2021 which 
attempts to project income and expenses assuming pandemic 
restrictions continue. 2021 is projected to be very similar to 
2020 which allows the church to provide a slight increase 
in Mission Committee budget for discerned ministries, 
Diocesan support equal to 2020, equivalent compensation 
for employees, and sufficient income for administration and 
facility operation and maintenance. 

Thanks to the management and creativity of staff, min-
istry programs have been remarkably adapted to pandemic 
restrictions. Jon Hobbs reported on the success of youth and 
family ministries with online engagements. To equip the 
team with the best qualified leadership, the Vestry approved 
a motion for the church to enter into a three year agreement 
with the Center for Youth Ministry Training (www.cymt.org) 
to provide one youth staff person. The interns from CYMT 
are dedicated, motivated, post-graduates majoring in youth 
ministries.

Vestry approval of a budget for 2021 will be on the Feb-
ruary 9 meeting agenda.

continued on back page
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continued from page 7
Fr. John Whitnah reported on the efforts of clergy, staff 

and volunteers to keep in touch with members of the parish, 
especially those who are alone or susceptible to the depressing 
conditions confronting our community and the world. Thank 
you to all those who are being Christ-like in their service to 
our neighbors in need. John encouraged the members of the 
vestry and other members of the church to reach out!

The Vestry and Fr. Richard want to recognize and thank 
those who have given special effort to provide meaningful 
worship experience during this challenging time: Tom Con-
nett, Scott Hoffman, Craig Russ for tireless technical support 
and Gary Gress and Thomas Morgan for their time, skills and 
creative energy.

Answered Prayer
by Glen Shorley

Spending time with my grandsons has always been something 
that I enjoyed. Since Covid, our time together is even more mean-
ingful, with hikes, fishing and some short walks, any excuse to 
get out of the house and social distance. A few weeks ago, I was 
walking with my grandson David (11) at the Audubon Shrine. We 
were exploring the copper mine and trails along the Perkiomen 
Creek. Mostly we talked about the history of the area from pre 
colony times. We stopped along a creek to skip stones and after 
my wrist got sore, I took some time to pray. My prayer ended 
with asking God to allow David to discover an artifact to make 
the day special. While he continued to skip stones, I searched the 
area for arrowheads. David held up a rock and said “look at this 
neat rock I’m going to try skipping”. I ran over to discover that he 
had found a Native American stone pestle. We verified the find 
when we returned home.   


