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Once upon a time, teaching religion to fourth graders, I’d given them this passage to read from Ecclesiastes: “For everything
there is a season, / and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; / a time to plant, and a time
to pluck up what is planted; / a time to kill, and a time to heal; / a time to break down, and a time to build up; / a time to weep,
and a time to laugh; / a time to mourn, and a time to dance; / a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
/ a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; / a time to seek, and a time to lose; / a time to keep, and a time to
cast away; / a time to tear, and a time to sew; / a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; / a time to love, and a time to hate;
/ a time for war, and a time for peace.”
“What does it mean?” I asked the kids. And my son Gabriel raised his hand and said, “Oh good! It means I’m finally going
to have time for everything?”
Ecclesiastes today would not win a popularity contest for What’s your favorite biblical book? (In the Middle Ages, more
commentaries were written about Ecclesiastes than any other book of the Bible.) Our capacity for it suffers from too many dumb
readings for too long. That’s a shame because few books in the Bible are so well-positioned to speak to our age than this one.
The common contemporary take on Ecclesiastes says it was meant to impress us with what we would call fatalism; that
fate has it all worked out such that no matter what you do it doesn’t matter, there’s going to be an undoing. This is not just
fatalism, it’s the worst kind of fatalism. Even as you build you know there’s a time to tear down. Even as you mend you know
there’s a time to rip apart. Even as you come to something resembling peace you know that fast on its heels there’s a time for
war to undo it all. “Whatever is, that’s been before,” as the fifteenth verse says. We’re in this tragic self-defeating cycle of ebb
and flow, an ineluctable force that thwarts our every effort.
But this reading handles the text with gloves on; this passage has nothing to do with faith per se; instead, it is an arrestingly
beautiful poem about the timeliness and rhythm of all human endeavor that is the basis on which God judges it. This is what
accounts for the selection of the activities that are mentioned. It isn’t just faith that is being discussed here; the text could
have mentioned things like storms and good weather, things that are outside human control. Instead, every item in this list of
fourteen pairs concerns activities over which humans exercise some control (bracketing, for the moment, the first pair more
about which I will write at another time).
All the other pairs are subject to human influence or control, and the key to understanding the passage comes at the end
where we read, “I said in my heart, God will bring into judgment the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every
activity, a time for every deed.” The Most High judges us according to whether our lives conform to the proper time for all of
these various activities. A good life is like music; it’s not about playing the right notes, it’s about playing the right notes at the
right time.
Any idiot can tell you that child abuse is wrong and protecting children is right. Where wisdom comes into play is in determining among good things what is the good thing at this moment. You see this all over Ecclesiastes and Proverbs.
Ecclesiastes 8:5, “The wise heart will know the proper time and the proper procedure; for there is a proper time and procedure for every matter.” Proverbs 27:14 says, “If a man loudly blesses his neighbor before cock crow, it will be taken as a curse.”
Proverbs 15:23, “A man finds joy in giving an apt reply, and how good is a timely word?”
More anon,
Phillip Ellsworth
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Dear Good People of Good Sam,

The Vestry met on June 13. We said goodbye to Amy
Crawford, who leaves us after working diligently and faithfully
as Clerk of the Vestry. She is moving with her family as she
prepares for seminary in the Fall, along with a parish placement. We wish her all of God’s blessings as she continues on
the path towards ordination.

I have so much to thank you for – what a great time we
have had together!
Thank you for 15 ½ years of love and support and
encouragement.
Thank you for letting me walk with you, hold your hand
when you needed it, answer your questions (if I knew how
– or find someone who did if I didn’t), pat you on the back
or jump up and down to celebrate special joyful moments.

Peter Stube gave his report, he expressed his gratitude for
Bishop Daniel’s recent visit and all the positives of his spiritually minded influence on our church and in his meeting
with the vestry.

It has been such an honor and a privilege that you have
opened your doors and your hearts to me. I leave with a
heart full of so many memories of our times together.

A ten-year Trends Report was given. It was noted that 156
families made pledges for 2022, compared to 267 in 2012.
This represented a pledged income amount of $167,416 less
in 2022. The vestry recognized that these trends are not just
about giving but almost certainly reflect other concerns in
the congregation. Two vestry members reviewed their conversations with different parishioners as they have been doing
some intentional listening to try to understand the broader
meaning behind these trends.

Please remember who you are: a praying and deeply
caring community who knows how to reach out and support one another. Your commitment to prayer and praying
for one another is a part of your “DNA.” I hope and pray
that the Lord is preparing another parish nurse to continue
the work that Catherine Lomax began and I have continued. Keep your hearts open to receive and encourage that
dear soul, as I know you will.

Peter Stube presented the Draft Ministry Plan. The vestry
reviewed this detailed report and responded with comments
and advice, the final plan will be issued at a later date.

With the grace and hope of God,

Betsy Wolford, the church financial administrator, presented the Day School Budget. It was a very clear presentation
and a great encouragement to us all. The Day School is prospering, and much praise and gratitude was expressed for the
administrators and staff, and the wonderful work that they
have been doing for all the children that attend.

Susan

Ian MacDonald

Home Groups: Get Small
Growing churches are intentional about getting small.
Our Associate Rector, Phillip Ellsworth, will provide clergy
support to home or small groups which have managed to keep
active during Covidtide. Please contact him by email to express your personal interest in the growth of your Good Sam
home group and / or your interest in the creation of a home
group which you would be willing either to join or to host.
He can be reached at phillip.ellsworth@good-samaritan.org.
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The Samaritan
June 12, 2022 Confirmation

So great to have a church full of worshipers!

Bishop Daniel’s sermon was inspiring!
We welcomed Victoria Ellsworth...

30 Confirmands from three churches!

...and Phillip Ellsworth on their first Sunday with us.
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Good Samaritan, Washington Memorial Chapel
& St Peter’s in the Great Valley

The Samaritan
2022 Summer Concert Series

Summer is here! It is the perfect time to be outside, reconnect with old friends, and meet some new ones.

I am very excited to share that our summer concerts are
returning! Formerly known as Get on Our Lawn, the Good
Samaritan Summer Concert series will be held the last Saturdays of June, August, and September! In the summers of
2019 and 2021, these events were a wonderful time of enjoying
local musicians and being in fellowship with one another on
the church lawn. Lawn games like Kan Jam and corn hole
(and especially giant Jenga) drew together people of all ages
in friendly competition, the laughter at moments eclipsing
the music from the stage! And many sat around on blankets
and lawn chairs soaking in the joy of music!
In April of 2022, The New York Times published an article titled “How Loneliness is Damaging Our Health.” The
article begins right off with the recognition that our culture
was experiencing an “epidemic of loneliness” prior to March
of 2020. But the onset of the COVID pandemic only threw
fuel on the loneliness fire. The article describes the effects
that chronic loneliness has not only on our mental health,
but on our very immune systems. Our bodies need human
connection.
We conceived these concerts in 2019 as a direct response
to this epidemic of loneliness. Our goal was, in some small
way, to nurture a space for the community of Good Samaritan
to not only be in relationship together, but to also invite their
friends and neighbors. We originally described the event as
“setting up a living room outside.” It might sound ridiculous,
but have you ever felt greater hospitality than being offered a
place to relax in someone’s living room?
A concert can’t fix the widespread problem of loneliness.
Yet it can be the soil where we offer our friends and neighbors
a brief glimpse of the kingdom of God. We can introduce them
to other members of our faith community. We can reach out
in hospitality and compassion. And we can have an evening
of fun, of music, and of momentary respite and relief from
our places of isolation. Maybe the end of isolation for you, a
friend, or your next-door neighbor, starts here!
Or maybe your children meet new friends around a
frisbee!
Our concert dates are June 25, August 27, and September
24, 6-8pm! We look forward to seeing you!
Pictures from past Summer Concerts
(formerly known as “Get on Our Lawn”)
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The Samaritan
VBS Launch!
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