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The Pursuit of Happiness
We’ve been following Paul’s letter to the Galatians this summer. Paul begs them not to be distracted from the gospel of God’s 

grace through faith in Jesus. A group of believers are encouraging circumcision for Gentile converts to Jesus. Paul says they 
are proclaiming ‘another gospel - which is really no gospel at all’. I doubt you or I personally struggle with the way in which 
circumcision is or is not compatible with Christian faith. Sometimes Paul’s discussions can seem technical and disconnected 
from the questions that we ourselves have.

An ancient question is ‘what is a good life?’ - and ‘how do I live that?’ The human quest for the good life is enshrined in 
the concept of the ‘pursuit of happiness;’ not a shallow pursuit of pleasure, but the pursuit of a meaningful life, lived well.

Paul’s discovery of Jesus Christ gives him the answer to that question. A good life is one lived in relationship to Christ. He’ll 
tell the church in Philippi that he counts all his many achievements and high status as a Jewish leader as rubbish compared to 
the greatness of knowing Jesus Christ. For Paul, the answer is knowing Jesus - a spiritual reality and experience that reshapes 
his whole life. Nothing makes sense for Paul outside of this relationship to Christ.

When we just think about the concept of faith vs. works (or grace against law) we can easily get off track. A faith that’s just 
about what we intellectually consent to is not a knowledge of Christ, but simply knowledge about Christ. In fact, it’s not faith 
at all - faith implies a knowledge of and a trust in its object.

For Paul, three different concepts describe the same reality. Faith in Jesus, being in Jesus, and gift of the Spirit all describe 
the reality of being in relationship with Christ. This is what matters and everything else flows out of this reality. The good life 
- the one full of ‘love, joy, peace, patience, kindness...’ - is organic. It flows from the life of the Spirit in me. 

As soon as I take my eyes off Christ and focus on myself and the life I want (or ‘ought’) to live, I disconnect myself from 
the source. l might discern some good character traits I’d like to develop. I might be right about the kind of life that would be 
best to live. But I find I have no power in myself to effect the change. I discover that I have given up freedom in Christ for an 
autonomy that is no freedom at all. If I am not subject to Christ, I am in bondage to sin. I cannot be my own savior.

The discovery that Paul makes is that the good life is received as a gift. The pursuit of happiness is futile until it is found 
in the face of Jesus Christ.

Richard Morgan
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During the July vestry meeting, the Vestry and Richard 
reviewed the quarterly reports including the various Ministry 
Reports, and reports from the Rector, The Rector’s Warden, 
and the Financial Warden. Much of the discussion was 
centered around existing programs and new initiatives that 
further our parish goal of “Welcome, Invite, and Connect.” 

Additionally, the Vestry endorsed Chris Micklewright’s 
application for postulancy to the Diocesan Commission on 
Ministry. Over the past few months Chris has been meeting 
with Richard and a Discernment Committee, chaired by Ben 
Capps, to walk with Chris as he discerns God’s path for him 
in ministry. 

Among the “Welcome, Invite, and Connect” initiatives that 
were discussed were the current “Get On My Lawn” summer 
series, the three upcoming neighborhood picnics hosted by 
families throughout the area, and the two “Dinner and a 
Question” events that hosted Tony Campolo and Lia Howard. 

A new initiative that was unanimously supported by the 
Vestry was to explore social media advertising to reach out 
to the wider community to let them know about the good 
work that God is doing through Good Samaritan, and to 
invite them to our church. Social media advertising would 
also potentially help us to reach the demographic of people 
who frequent social media as their principle means of in-
formation about community events and connection. This 
proposal is still at an early stage and many details are yet to 
be discussed. If parishioners have any expertise in this area 
of advertising, they are welcome to reach out to Richard or 
the Vestry to provide input.

-Submitted by Helen Hartman

Several highlights from the June business meeting: There 
was discussion on a recommendation of the Missions Com-
mittee that Good Samaritan support Kylie and Nick Garrety 
at the level of $300 per month through the end of 2019. The 
Missions Committee expects to recommend continued fund-
ing through 2020, for a total of 18 months of support, as the 
Garretys build a new support network for their ministry in 
Virginia. The Vestry unanimously passed a motion approving 
this request to allocate $2,000 of the existing Missions Budget 
for their support for the remainder of 2019. Those present 
thanked God for Kylie’s service to the college students attend-
ing Good Samaritan and prayed that God would uphold her 
and her husband in their ministry and provide them with 
sustainable financial support.

We reviewed the Good Samaritan Emergency Protocols 
and Policies document, which establishes the steps to take in 
response to various emergency situations and incidents that 
might occur at Good Samaritan. The Security Committee 
consisted of members, staff, and clergy who worked for a 
number of months to assemble these procedures. The Vestry 
thanked God for their work and endorsed the document they 
produced. We also agreed that the Security Committee should 
not be a standing committee and that the document will be 
revised by Staff to shift ongoing responsibilities to the Staff, 
Rector and Wardens.

The Vestry reviewed a draft of Ministry Area Goals for 
the 2019-2020 programmatic year, providing feedback for 
Staff as they prepare a final version for approval at the July 
Vestry meeting.

The Vestry discussed a suggestion from parishioners to 
combine the 9:00 and New Chapel services throughout the 
Summer. It was ultimately agreed not to pursue this sugges-
tion. The Rector’s Warden conveyed our appreciation for 
their valuable input.

My fellow Vestry members and I thank all of you who 
pray for us to discern and do the Lord’s will for the life of 
Christ’s Church here at Good Samaritan and the extending 
of His Kingdom.

-Submitted by Ted Klenske

Notes from the June & July Vestry Meetings

GET LAWN
ON
OUR

FEATURING KYLE SWARTZWELDER

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31, 5PM – 8PM

2019 SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

212 W. LANCASTER AVE, PAOLI, PA

FREE LIVE MUSIC, FOOD TRUCKS

LAWN GAMES & FAMILY FUN

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN

GET ON OUR LAWN
5:00-8:00pm August 31 

Featuring Kyle Swartzwelder
Get on our Lawn is a summer concert series at Church of 

the Good Samaritan. Come out and enjoy food trucks, live 
music, and lawn games in a family-friendly environment. 
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Pictures from the  
Phoenixville Neighborhood Picnic

Charlie Kocher

Ruth Morgan

Ben & Clara Potts

Rochelle Crawford

Walking the Mourner’s Path 
by Susan Starke, Parish Nurse

Some paths God never intended us to walk down alone. 
The path of grief is like that: God goes with us, and often 
provides fellow travelers to walk with us.

This fall we will once again offer the grief work series 
Walking the Mourner’s Path. 

WTMP is an 8-week grief group for anyone who has suf-
fered a significant loss and would like to process it in a group 
setting. Loss due to death is always difficult. The support 
group invites those who have suffered the loss of a loved one 
to come into God’s loving presence, to process, heal and be 
loved. While the Mourner’s Path is a non-denominational 
ministry, it is distinct from many other bereavement programs 
in that it is Christ-centered, scripturally and spiritually based. 
Walking the Mourner’s Path is not group therapy but is spiri-
tually directed. We believe that grieving is not a lack of faith, 
but a natural part of living. Through the eight-week program 
(complete with workbook), mourners learn ways in which 
they may honor their loved ones, seek spiritual direction and 
discover God’s promise of comfort in community.

This grief group will begin Sunday, August 18 from 
12:30–2:00pm (time is subject to change), and run for 8 
weeks (ending October 6). It will meet in Room 215 and will 
be led by trained facilitators, including Susan Starke, Parish 
Nurse. The cost is $50. (There is financial assistance available.) 
Registration is required. If you would like more information 
for yourself or a friend or loved one, or to register for the 
course, please contact Susan: susan.starke@good-samaritan.
org or 610-644-4040 x207. 
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An orchestra. The gears in a clock. An assembly line. 
Picture any sort of collaboration with a variety of connected 
parts, and you’ve got the concept of a Good Sam VBS. More 
specifically, it’s a walking, breathing version of 1 Corinthians 
12:4-6, “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit 
distributes them. There are different kinds of service, but the 
same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of 
them and in everyone it is the same God at work.” In short, 
VBS is everything I love about the Church.

Weeks and months preceding the actual VBS week, Tracy 
Defina and Chrissy Annechino select and review curriculum, 
and recruit, confirm and equip adult leaders. Interns, led by 
Juliette Ramsey, recruit, confirm and equip youth leaders 
and take care of detail after detail after detail to make sure 
that the days go smoothly. Before and during VBS, youth and 
adult volunteers collaborate to provide a safe, fun, meaningful 
experience for the children attending. The children in turn 
interact with their crew leaders and other volunteers, making 
connections, building friendships and sharing God’s love. 
As a parent, it’s such a pleasure to see the youth leading the 
children and being positive role models. I particularly treasure 
the youth volunteers who may be uncomfortable or nervous 
in their roles at the beginning of the week but become more 
and more at ease with each day. 

Everyone is valued because everyone has value. And then, 
in four short days (or four long days, depending on the exact 
moment in time and who you ask), there is beauty. There is 
delight. There is success, flexibility, frustration, understand-
ing, loneliness, patience, friendship, connection, laughter, 
relief. And so much more.

Specifically, this summer we had a child asking to pray 
when there was extra time in class. We had adult leaders who 
used to be youth leaders who used to be children in Good 
Sam VBS. 

Item after item donated by generous parishioners. Songs 
stuck in our heads for weeks afterward “I’m trusting you 
Lord.” A dog wearing a lion costume. Spontaneous laughter. 
Giving so others can have clean water. A child creating her 
own version of Imagination Station art at home. Doughnut 
Wednesday. No rain. We had 123 children, 45 youth volun-
teers, 32 adult volunteers. Water games. Natural intergener-
ational connections. 

And so, for all these reasons, and many more, I am grateful 
to be a part of VBS. Thank you, Good Sam family, for mak-
ing VBS week possible each summer. Thank you especially 
for valuing the children and youth (and the occasional dog 
dressed as a lion) of this church. 

If you’d welcome the joy of working with our children here 
at Good Sam, please contact Tracy Defina, Director of Family 
Ministries at tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org. 

We would love to have you join our team of Sunday school 
teachers or greeters. We can work with you to find the perfect 
fit where you are valued because you have value.

VBS - Everyone Has Value
by Reese Board

Lauren Alexander & Juliette Ramsey Hope, the VBS dog (log? dion?)
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Parenting & Marriage Evenings  
Coming This Fall

It’s a Busy Life: ReCONNECTing the Dots to Family

On Saturday, October 5, 4-7pm, join us in Walton Hall 
for a conversation with Amy Lynch, PhD Occupational 
Therapy and former Day School Mom, reframing parenting 
approaches to kids and family life for reconnecting. Cost: $30 
per couple covers childcare and pizza/salad dinner. 

Relationship Refresh: Created for Connection

On Saturday, November 2, 4-7pm, join us in Walton Hall 
for an evening of conversation with Cheryl Sparks, PhD 
Marriage and Family Therapy and Good Sam Parishioner, 
exploring emotions and their powerful part in our relation-
ships for deeper connections. Cost: $30 per couple covers 
childcare and pizza/salad dinner.

Register online by September 27  
(good-samaritan.org/events)
Please contact Tracy Defina  

(tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org) 

What’s New in Pastoral Care?
by Marcia Wilkinson

There are three new offerings in pastoral care ministries 
for our Good Samaritan community: 

• Military support: Each Sunday we pray for our mil-
itary, those deployed overseas and those here in the 
U.S. I have written to six members (and families) and 
we will be sending prayer books designed for those 
serving in the armed forces.

• Remembering those in grief who have recently lost 
a loved one is a caring way to support friends during 
their mourning. Barb Hohorst has designed a beauti-
ful card for us to send from the parish. Please let me 
know the names and addresses of those grieving a loss.

• Providing transportation for those desiring to attend 
worship but cannot drive makes their Sunday brighter. 
Can you help someone in your vicinity with an occa-
sional lift to church?

For more information, and to volunteer to serve, please 
call Good Sam (610-644-4040, x216) and leave a message. I 
am grateful to minister with you. 

Flower Arranging Workshop  
Walton Hall

September 7, 9 am-noon
Have you ever wondered who arranges the flowers that 

grace the altars at Good Sam and where people learned to 
assemble the various components? Have you thought it might 
be fun to learn more about the primary principles of creating 
a floral arrangement? Consider joining others for the Flower 
Arranging Workshop, sponsored by the flower arrangers of 
Good Samaritan Altar Guild.

This will be a three-hour session that will include the 
following opportunities: to learn the basic components of 
flower arranging, to see several demonstrations of creating 
arrangements for the various Good Sam venues, and to prac-
tice making an arrangement with the guidance and support 
of several experienced arrangers. For more information, 
contact Jeanne Barger (bargerjd@verizon.net) or Pam Hicks 
(pamhhicks@gmail.com).

Good Sam Student Choir
• For Grades 3 through 8
• NEW time: Sunday mornings from 10:30 – 11:30
• NEW options: come for choir rehearsal only (10:30 to 

11:05), or stay for musical skills training using the Voice 
for Life series (11:05 to 11:30)

• Sing a variety of musical styles, from contemporary to 
classical, gospel to folk

• Monthly performances at Sunday Eucharist and other 
special services

• More surprises to come!
• Kickoff pizza party on September 15; first rehearsal on 

September 22
Interested or want more information? 

Contact Joy Schauer (joyschauer112@gmail.com) or 
Rick Zuch (richard.zuch@good-samaritan.org)
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Big Stuf
Every two- to three years, Good Samaritan Youth Minis-

tries heads all the way down to Panama City Beach, Florida 
for an amazing adventure called BIGSTUF CAMP. 

This summer, 11 brave souls left the church at 5:00am on 
July 6th and began the two-day trip. The camp (as always) was 
amazing! This year’s theme was “Well Known;” the idea that 
we are well known by our creator was communicated through 
song and teaching in powerful ways in two main sessions each 
day. Here are some quotes from our students about the trip:

“The music here was incredible! I love the band and the 
speakers.”

“The camp is amazing, but sometimes I think the time 
in the van is the best part. We got to know one another so 
well and even just the way we prayed for one another was 
somehow different by the end of the trip. It was deeper.”

“I never would have thought anything could be worth 40+ 
hours in a van. This trip was great… and totally worth it!”

“God always shows up in a big way at BigStuf. This year 
didn’t disappoint.” 

We love the sight of teens worshiping!

Time in the van (all 40+ hours) is the best.

Here’s looking at you!

Chillin’
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This summer was our tenth consecutive year going on 
a mission trip with The Philadelphia Project. The first year 
we took two leaders and five students - and we were the only 
group there that week. This year we took 31 people and we 
joined 110 other people from six other churches! 

This was the largest week in the Philly Project’s history. 
We had one group working on a home repair site and two 
different groups doing “mercy tour” work, which involved 
going to a different ministry site in Philadelphia each day. 
Those teams packed food for the hungry, sorted clothes for 
a thrift store, toured a men’s shelter, prepared and distributed 
lunches for the homeless in center city, worked on a school 
in south Philly, and helped to clean up a ministry’s yard (and 
the surrounding streets) in Germantown. 

Each night we had “club” where there was worship and a 
powerful lesson. On Tuesday (which was our “night off ”) we 
were able to attend an “escape the room” where our students 
had to work together to get out of themed rooms. 

On Wednesday night, we hosted a community BBQ at 
Roxborough Church; some of you were even able to attend! 
The week was full of learning, laughter, community, and 
growth. One of the greatest things about the students in our 
group was how many were not usual attenders of our youth 
group! Out of the 28 students that came, more than 25% were 
from outside our group. 

Thanks to the many who responded when we asked for 
donations to help with this trip. Your generosity made this 
trip possible! 

On top of that, we need to thank Ethan Rose and our 
Parish Nurse, Susan Starke who, with very little notice, 
came on the trip as leaders! They were fantastic members of 
the team and helped to make this one of the best years we’ve 
ever had! Thank You!

Philly Project
by Jonathan Hobbs

Escape Room Winning Team

Packing food boxes at SHARE

Making work fun!

Ministry with the  littlest.

Part of the 2019 Good Sam Team



August 2019 Events Calendar
August 3
Free Sky Tour WCU Mather Planetarium

August 3
Malvern Neighborhood Picnic

August 14
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

August 17
Caring for Caregivers Support Group

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

August 18
Walking the Mourner’s Path begins

August 24
Family Mental Health Support Group

August 31
“Get On Our Lawn” Summer Concert Series


