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Fr. Robert Farrar Capon, a famously whimsical Episcopal 
priest and personal hero of mine, described the original creative 
endeavor of the triune God by employing the following short story: 

One afternoon before anything as made, God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Ghost sat around the unit of their God-
head discussing one of the Father’s fixations. From all eternity, it 
seems he had had this thing about being… As they talked, God the 
Son suddenly said, “Really, this is absolutely great stuff. Why don’t 
I go out and mix us up a batch?” And God the Holy Ghost said, 
“Terrific, I’ll help you.” So they all pitched in, and after supper that 
night, the Son and the Holy Ghost put on this tremendous show 
of being for the Father. It was full of water and light and frogs; 
pine cones kept dropping all over the place and crazy fish swam 
around in the wineglasses. There were mushrooms and grapes, 
horseradishes and tigers - and men and woman everywhere to taste 
them, to juggle them, to join them and to love them. And God the 
Father looked at the whole wild party and he said, “Wonderful! 
Just what I had in mind!”… and they laughed for ages and ages, 
saying things like how great it was for beings to be, and how clever 
of the Father to think of the idea, and how kind of the Son to go 
to all that trouble putting it together, and how considerate of the 
Spirit to spend so much time directing and choreographing. And 
forever and ever they told old jokes, and the Father and the Son 
drank their wine in unite Spiritus Sancti (in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit), and they threw ripe olives and pickled mushrooms at each 
other, per amnia saecula saeculorum (unto the ages of ages), Amen.

Fr. Capon’s story is a bit simplistic and might fly too close to 
the trinitarian heresy of Tritheism for my taste, but it positions the 
Trinity within a story that we can relate to. Although it is nearly 
always a dangerous endeavor to place the triune God into our 
human constructs of reality, in doing so, I think Capon uncovers 
two distinctly Christian trinitarian features. 

1. The Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, unabashedly, 
enthusiastically, and recklessly, rejoice in Creation.

The Creation narrative that we find in Genesis paints the scene 
that inspired Fr. Capon’s short story. God in a flurry of creativity 
spins the world into existence and with each completed ordered 
step shouted out an acclimation of Tov! (Good!). And then with 
a final burst, a grand finale of sorts, human beings are created 
and the triune God shouts out, Tov Meod! (Very good!). (Genesis 
1:1-26)

And yet, as Christians living in the 21st century, we know that 
although this is a beautiful image of creation, this does not always 
reflect the world that we are familiar with. The world that we know 
is a world that is bent and broken by sin, darkness, idolatry, abuse, 
and destruction. How can we hear the eternal laughter and joy of 
the Triune God that rejoices over creation in a world filled with 
so much violent noise? This leads us to point number two. 

2. It is only through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit that we 
can be reconciled to our true created identity.

In our Gospel reading for Trinity Sunday, we are introduced 
to an encounter between Jesus Christ (the triune God with skin 
on) and a teacher of the law, Nicodemus. Nicodemus likely had 
many of the same questions that we have today. How does this all 
work? How can God be loving and yet the world be so broken? 
Constrained by the condemnation of the law, Nicodemus failed to 
understand the point of Jesus’ ministry. That amidst our broken-
ness, amidst our bent world, amidst our inability to even imagine 
a world that is ordered by God, God has come to be with us. Jesus 
quintessentially addresses the human condition, explaining that,

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that ev-
eryone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
(John 3:16-17, NRSV)

Jesus affirms to Nicodemus that we cannot be our own saviors. 
We cannot make this world right on our own. And yet, Jesus has 
come to the world that the world might be saved - not condemned. 
Even amidst our own brokenness, the triune God rejoices over 
us and desires for us to be swept up with God into the unity of 
the Trinity that we might truly hear that joyful song that rejoices 
over creation. 

As we reflect on the Triune God together, may we remember 
that it was a community of love that spun our world into motion, 
and gave us a paradigm for living. A paradigm that we only par-
ticipate in by dying to ourselves, and being caught up through the 
Holy Spirit, by the work of Jesus Christ, into the fellowship of the 
triune God. May we be caught up together into that fellowship 
today, and every day. And may we hear the voice of God declaring 
our reconciled identity as Tov Meod! Very good!

The Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
by Benjamin Capps
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As I reflect on the semester, there are points of deep joy 
accompanied by moments of deep sorrow. It’s been a season 
unlike no other up to this point in life. On the one hand, Nick 
and I got married! Life with him is rich. Marriage has been 
refining, joyful, and a refuge these past months.

This isn’t to say that there haven’t been deep moments of 
joy and celebration this semester! In a semester that I never 
felt like I got a real rhythm or traction, God provided much 
fruit. We took several Eastern, West Chester, and Penn State 
Brandywine students to the CCO’s Jubilee conference during 
which they discovered more deeply what it means to submit 
every area of life to Jesus and to participate in God’s kingdom 
work on earth. Through Dan Allender’s wise insights and 
counsel, one student gained a deeper healing and confidence 
to share about an instance of sexual assault in her past. As a 
product, she organized an opportunity for other victims of 
sexual assault to share their stories at Eastern. Another stu-
dent regained a love for the local church and a motivation to 
share his faith with others. Yet another student learned that 
her studies are for the glory of God, not just a means to an 
end. It was an impactful weekend for all of us. 

Since we’d only been married for two weeks at that point, 
following Jubilee, Nick and I had the opportunity to go on 
each other’s spring break trips. Leading together first on my 
backpacking leadership development trip in the Poconos 
and then on his service trip through the Appalachian Service 
Project (ASP) in southwestern Virginia, we learned how to 
better lean on each other’s strengths. On Eastern’s spring 
break we backpacked 17 miles and the spent a couple days 
processing the trip in a cabin in the Poconos. Here are a couple 
of students’ reflections on the trip: 

“The spring break trip for me was the perfect combination 
of having time alone with God, and time with the group.  Both 
of these times combined in a way that gave me the best oppor-
tunities for growing closer to God.  I learned so much from 
the trail as well as the people that were on the trip with me.  I 
learned how difficult hiking can be, but I could not have had a 
better spring break without going on this trip!  I am thankful 
for the trip everyday as I think back on the journey, and I am 
thankful for all of the people that helped make the trip possible!”

“Over spring break, I was challenged spiritually and phys-
ically as we trekked through the Appalachian trail. This trip 
allowed me to reflect on the importance of persevering and 
recognizing that we are in need of community to continue 
in our walk of faith. Each person helped carry the necessary 
equipment and took part in preparing meals and setting up 
tents. Together, we were able to keep moving and help each other 
when one might be falling behind. One thing I really appreciated 

was that Kylie and other leaders allowed us to be leaders as 
well. This gave me the opportunity to grow in terms of making 
decisions that would benefit not just me but the entire team. As 
ambassadors of Christ, we represent Christ and must be ready 
to lead others to Christ so that they too could experience the 
love, grace, and peace of God.”

It’s truly a blessing and privilege to work with such re-
flective, faithful, thoughtful students. I feel as though I often 
learn as much from them as they do from me. Students are 
longing to be known and loved and I have the opportunity 
to point them to the only one who truly knows and loves us: 
Jesus. It is truly humbling to be God’s instrument in the lives 
of Eastern students.

“I have appreciated how consistent Kylie’s ministry has 
been in my life. As a college student, you have professors who 
are very supportive (particularly at Eastern). However, these 
professors tend to be different semester to semester. Kylie has 
been an ongoing support in my life. Getting to meet with her 
on campus regularly and at church helps me know I am not 
alone and I have a community I can count on. This has led to 
more insights into my own life and what it means for me to live 
faithfully now and in the future.” 

It’s a true gift to be invited into these spaces of growth 
and vulnerability with students. Praise God for the ways he 
is moving and shaping student’s lives. Thank you for your 
prayers and support as I serve students at Eastern and Church 
of the Good Samaritan.

This ministry is made possible through the generous 
monthly support and prayers of people like you. I am in need 
of another $600 a month to be at full monthly support. As 
this semester comes to a close, would you consider an annual, 
monthly, or one-time gift to help sustain this ministry?

News from Kylie Garrety and CCO College Ministry at Good Sam

Wedding Day Smiles
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Vestry Corner May 2018
This month the Vestry met jointly with the clergy and staff 

for a day-long working session to review and celebrate the 
church’s accomplishments over the past year and to continue 
envisioning our future. We began the morning in prayer and 
then continued with a time of mutual ministry review, giving 
thanks for what God has done through the many and varied 
ministries of the Church of the Good Samaritan. We also 
noted areas for potential improvement within each ministry 
category, which the staff will use to formulate their ministry 
objectives for the coming year. 

Everything that we discussed was with a view to fulfilling 
our Mission: 

Transformed by Christ to love God and our neighbor.

This was the first time the staff and vestry collaborated to 
perform this type of review together.  

We spent the afternoon continuing the visioning process 
that we have been engaged in over the past two years. Specif-
ically, we heard from the three working groups (comprised of 
staff and vestry) who were tasked with fleshing out our three 
strategic priorities:

Leadership: Create a healthy and collaborative leader-
ship culture

Internal: Become a relationally connected church

External: Become a sticky church for those who aren’t 
here yet

The three groups presented specific goals and some de-
tailed tactics for achieving these goals within a measureable 
time frame. You will be hearing more about this as the staff 
and volunteer leadership begin to implement these tactics. 

2018 VBS  
June 25-28, 9-12 noon

At Shipwrecked, kids discover that Jesus rescues them! 
Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, 
sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make 
and devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible 
adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them 
of God’s love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take 
home and play with all summer long. 

Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all around 
them through something called God Sightings. 

Each day concludes with the Sail Away Sendoff that gets 
everyone involved in living what they’ve learned. Family 
members and friends are encouraged to join in daily for this 
special time. 

Kids at Shipwrecked VBS will join a missions effort to 
provide seeds for families in Haiti to grow food. 

Shipwrecked VBS is for kids from 4 (must be 4 by Sept. 
1, 2018) to rising 5th grade and will run from 9-12 each day.

For more information, call 610-644-4040 x206 or contact 
Tracy Defina: tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org

Registration is open!

You’re Invited to a Summer Picnic!
Who: Good Sam parishioners
What: Several Mini-picnics instead of one large one
When: A Saturday afternoon/evening in late July & early 
August (exact dates & times TBD)
Where: Pick one; preferably closest to you 
Krider (Malvern), Purifoy (West Grove), Connett (Kimber-
ton), Gallagher (Devon)
Come, make new connections within our parish family, meet  
folks you don’t yet know. These picnics will be intergen-
erational, regional, and across all four worship services.
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Food Trucks @ The Fair
Big Boise BBQ   
Haute Wheels  

Sabatinos Mobile Pizzeria 
Petrucci’s Ice Cream

Milestones
Train up a child in the way they should go, And even when 

they are old they will not depart from it.  Proverbs 22:6
A milestone is literally a stone set up beside a road to 

mark the distance in miles to a particular place or figuratively 
an action or event marking a significant change or stage in 
development. At Good Samaritan, we care about children’s 
milestones on their faith journey! Here’s a look:

Infants receive prayer books at birth and a Jesus Storybook 
Bible at Baptism

1st graders are invited to take Communion Class
2nd graders receive an Action Bible of their own
5th graders bridge to our more independent Club 56 class
6th graders are invited to join Youth Group
8th/9th graders are invited to take Confirmation Class
12th graders are invited to join our College Ministry

In the next, few, last Sundays of the school year, our second 
graders will receive their Action Bibles. Would you join us in 
prayer for them as they engage more independently with the 
Bible and begin to ask questions and develop good spiritual 
practices?
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Summer Sunday School
Infants and Preschool (two years old to four years old) 

childcare is available through the summer.

Elementary (k-3) meets through July.

Club 56 (4-6) meets through June 10.

There will be no Elementary Sunday School on Sunday, 
June 17 as we have a combined Confirmation service at 
10:30am - which we highly recommend attending! Regular 
Sunday School classes resume on Sunday, September 9.

Sunday, June 17 
10:30am in the church 

One Service 
Confirmation with Bp. Gutierrez 
Parish Lunch follows the service. 

Stay, Eat, Share Fellowship

Confirmation
June 17 @ 10:30am
one service together

Caring for Caregivers: Support Group 
Now Meeting Monthly  

on the Third Saturday of Each Month
Room 223: 1:00 – 3:00pm

Please come and join us!

Snacks and drinks will be provided

RSVP to Susan Starke, MSN, CRNP

610-644-4040 x207 or susan.starke@good-samaritan.org

Canine Comfort
by Jeanne Lomanno

I’ve discovered as I’ve brought my dogs to work with me on 
occasion, that some of our Food Closet clients especially look 
forward to seeing them. They get quite excited! It has been 
a lovely bridge for me as well to get to know those we serve 
by having the dogs with me. Dogs are accepting, comforting 
and non-judgmental, making them ideal companions. It has 
been a blessing all around!

Men’s Ministry Pig Roast  
June 20,  6pm 

The Rectory 
RSVP to mensministry@good-samaritan.org
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Good Sam Day School  
Kindergarten Graduation May 25, 2018

Chapel Leader & Proud Papa Chaplain Ben preaching

Kindergarten Class of 2018! Look out First Grade, here they come.



Spring/Summer 2018 Calendar
June 2
Dance Spring Concert

June 3
Communion Sunday

June 6
Retired & Refired

June 8 & 9
Fair Days

June 9
Ordinations

June 10
Concordia Choir Concert

June 13
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

June 17
Confirmation Joint Service@10:30am, lunch follows the service

June 20
Men’s Ministry Pig Roast at the Rectory

June 25-28
VBS Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus

July 4
Independance Day Office Closed

July 11
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

July 22-28
The Philadelphia Project

August 8
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer


