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Keeping a Holy Lent

How are you planning to keep Lent? If you don’t think about it, what will stop 
Lent being just like any other time of the year? If, like me, you value this period in 
the year as a divine gift - an opportunity for spiritual renewal - then make a plan. 
Now is the time to plan what you’ll be doing in Lent, not in a couple of weeks when 
the season is underway. As they say - failing to plan is planning to fail... 

My bishop in Salisbury had a practice in Lent of not going to any meetings! This 
put his assistant bishop under some pressure ;-) But David used the season to visit 
the clergy in the Diocese. Dropping a regular meeting schedule allowed him the 
flexibility in his calendar to do that. I was quite struck by his purposefulness in 
doing that. He chose this time of year to prioritize building relationship.

The more traditional practices of Lent are disciplines of prayer, study and fasting. 
If you don’t already have a regular daily pattern of prayer and Bible reading, then 
perhaps this Lent would be an opportunity to take that up. Read through Mark’s 
gospel - just reading about a section a day will take you through the gospel from 
beginning to end. Say the morning and evening prayer services in the Prayer Book. 
Keep a list of people you are grateful for and thank God for each of them. Order 
a book on Amazon that you’ll read throughout Lent. What you choose to do is up 
to you. But choosing to do something is the choice to accept the gift of the season.

Fasting, in the Christian tradition, is both abstinence from food and a restriction 
in the type of food we eat. Orthodox Christians abstain from meat, dairy, wine and 
oil on Wednesdays and Fridays throughout the year - and then throughout the 
period of Lent. Roman Catholic Christians have historically observed restrictions 
on Fridays throughout the year and then throughout Lent although their practice 
is becoming less well observed. John Wesley insisted that his Methodist ministers 
fast every Wednesday and Friday - which meant no food at all until dinner time 
on those days. Anglicans have never had a strict discipline with respect to fasting. 
It’s up to us to choose. But voluntarily abstaining from what we crave is good 
discipline and a means of God’s grace to form Christ’s character in us. We learn 
not to be dictated to by our wants.

So - why not choose some disciplines for Lent - fasting, prayer, Bible reading, 
study, solitude, relationship-building. Take hold of the gift of the season and expect 
God to grow and deepen your faith and practice.

Services

7:00am in the Chapel

12:15pm in the Chapel

5:30pm Family Service & Dinner 
RSVP to Tracy Defina for dinner 
tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org

610-644-4040 x206

7:30pm in the Church

All Services Include  
Eucharist & Imposition Of Ashes

2018 Annual Meeting 
March 3 @ 5pm 
in the church

Richard Morgan
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On Sunday, March 3, at 3:00pm the Good Samaritan 
Adult Choirs will be joined by the Church Farm School 
Choir and the Linden Hall School Choir. Each of the 
school choirs will present their own set of music and 
then will combine with the Good Samaritan Choir in a 
performance of the Chichester Psalms by Leonard Ber-
nstein. The dean of the Chichester Cathedral commis-
sioned Bernstein to write a piece for the 1965 Southern 
Cathedrals Festival at Chichester Cathedral (England). 
The work includes texts from Psalms 100 & 108 in the 
first movement, Psalms 23 & 2 in the second movement 
and Psalms 131 & 133 in the third movement, all sung in 
the original Hebrew (translations will be provided). The 
entire program will last about an hour and a quarter. 
A free-will offering will be taken. 

Music Notes

Ash Wednesday March 6
Family Service

5:30 PM in Ashton Hall
Ash Wednesday is the beginning 

of the church season of Lent.
Come to Ashton Hall at 5:30pm for a family-friendly 

service, including imposition of ashes. 
This service will include Holy Communion. 

A simple meal of pizza will follow.
Join us, and bring a friend.  
Please RSVP for dinner to 

tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org!

Dinner and a Question
March 2, 6:30-8:30pm in Walton Hall

The evening will begin in the atrium with appetizers, 
drinks, and light entertainment, and will continue in 
Walton Hall with a seated main course. 

Dinner will be followed by a compelling talk by Dr. 
Tony Campolo. Dr. Campolo will address our question 
for the evening, “How do I live a Regret Free Life?” 
Following Dr Campolo’s talk, Rev. Ben Capps will 
interview Dr. Campolo asking him to connect some of 
his own faith convictions with the topic of living a re-
gret free life. Register at good-samaritan.org/campolo.

Women’s Breakfast
with Reverend Marcia Wilkinson 

Saturday, March 2   
9-11am in Walton Hall

“Who are you my daughter?”

Register at good-samaritan.org/events

Shrove Tuesday  
Pancake Dinner & Talent Show

March 5, 2019 
Dinner @ 6pm, followed by  

Talent Show @ 7pm 
Contact Juliet Cooke to audition 

(otjulz@gmail.com)
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On Sunday, March 17, at 4:00pm Bethann Dilione, 
Joy Schauer and Gary Gress will present a program 
entitled “Heavenly Pleasures, Earthly Delights.” The 
program will be music from the Baroque era and the 
title of the program says it all. This promises to be an 
afternoon of beautiful music.

A free-will offering will be taken.

Diocesan Lent Day 
Saturday, March 16  10:00am-3:00pm

Church of the Good Samaritan
We’re excited to welcome Miroslav Volf as the 

keynote speaker for a day of teaching, reflection, and 
workshops to help us engage with some Lenten reflec-
tion and renewal. Miroslav is an excellent thinker and 
stimulating communicator, and all are welcome. The 
day will include lunch, and there is a registration fee of 
$25, which can be reduced in cases of need. Our Lent 
Day is co-sponsored by Philadelphia Theological Insti-
tute, the Diocese and the Church of the Good Samaritan.

Details and registration at  
good-samaritan.org/lentday

Communion Class

The 2019 Communion class will be held on four 
Tuesdays: March 26, April 2, 9 and 23 from 4:30-5:30 in 
Room 261 (Elementary Sunday School room). Contact 
Tracy Defina at tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org for 
more information or complete a registration form at 
www.good-samaritan.org/events.

All children who would like to receive further in-
struction on communion are welcome to participate 
in our children’s Communion Class. It is best if your 
child is able to read so we generally have 1st graders 
and older registered. This is a fantastic opportunity for 
your child to understand and explore all the facets of 
the sacrament of Holy Communion.

Ben Capps will discuss the reason we partake in this 
tradition, how our worship is set up and why, what 
it truly means to receive the Body and the Bread, and 
develop a deeper understanding of what it means to 
be part of this church community.

We will take the children into the church and teach 
them the order of the worship service, and why it is set 
up the way that it is. We will allow children to handle 
the vessels, and taste the elements, as well as hear the 
vocabulary associated with this sacrament.

Communion Sunday is April 28 at the 9:00 service.

Baroque Concert  
March 17 at 4:00pm
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Support Group Forming

Do you have a family member struggling with men-
tal or emotional illness? Do you feel alone, stressed and 
unequipped? You are not alone. Many families in our 
parish are facing the challenges of caring for a loved 
one who is afflicted in this way. 

Parish Nurse ministries is aiming to gather folks 
together to share their struggles, offer support to one 
another, and pray for each other. Ian MacDonald, a 
licensed professional counselor who has years of ex-
perience leading groups, has offered to facilitate. This 
will be a confidential, safe space where people may 
share their stories and experiences in a way that helps 
reduce isolation and loneliness. 

Our first meeting is March 23 in Room 263 from 
11:00-12:30. Please contact Susan Starke, CRNP, with 
questions and if you would like to participate (susan.
starke@good-samaritan.org; 610-644-4040  x207).

Counters Ministry
by Keith Dodd

An important, but little-known ministry of Good 
Samaritan is the Counters Ministry. Actually, its for-
mal name is The Joseph Ministry, as Joseph in Hebrew 
means He Counts. From its beginning, the mission of the 
Counters/Joseph Ministry has been to serve God and 
the church in the recording of parishioner giving by 
counting, and recording their Sunday offering of gifts, 
assuring all the contributions are accurately credited 
to each parishioner’s giving record.

“What is more, he was chosen by the churches to accompa-
ny us as we carry the offering, which we administer in order 
to honor the Lord himself and to show our eagerness to help. 
We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer 
this liberal gift. For we are taking pains to do what is right, 
not only in the eyes of the Lord, but also in the eyes of men.” 
2 Corinthians 8:19-21

Each Monday morning a team of counters gathers 
to record the tithes and offerings of the prior Sunday’s 
services. For several years, Chuck Kramer served as this 
ministry’s leader. Upon Chuck’s death in 2018, Keith 
Dodd volunteered to assume this role. Currently, the 
full counting team consists of thirteen members (some 
serving for many years, some just beginning). A weekly 
team has six members. Current counters include Joe 
Balsan, Sid Buck, Keith Dodd, Dick Hanscom, Dick 
Linden, Jim Lockwood, Bob Pittman, Steve Prible, Bob 
Roland, Skip Trethewey, David Turkheimer, Larry Urie, 
and Eddie Wells, Sr. Individuals usually serve five or 
six times a quarter. 

Some of our counters: Skip Trethewey, Sid Buck, Bob Roland, 
Keith Dodd and Steve Prible

Lenten Series

Tuesdays  
March 19 - April 9 

6:30-8:30pm  
in Ashton South  
includes dinner 

$40

“CS Lewis in Lent” with Professor Stew Goetz, 
author of A Philosophical Walking Tour with C. S. Lewis. 

Stew is a Professor of Philosophy at Ursinus  College. 
“I became interested in philosophy through studying 
issues concerning the self, what it is, and the nature of 
its freedom. These topics are indirectly related to ques-
tions about the meaning of life and the existence and 
nature of God. I have spent my academic life teaching 
courses and writing articles and books about these top-
ics. In recent years, I have become seriously interested 
in the work of C. S. Lewis and written a book about his 
philosophical views of happiness and the self and how 
they relate to those of Thomas Aquinas.”

Register at good-samaritan.org/events
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Some photos from the  
Middle School All Nighter

Talk to Jonathan Hobbs if you’d like to hear more about that night! 

The Altar Guild
by Betsy Williams

The Altar Guild is a volunteer group of parishioners 
whose ministry is to care for the altar, vestments, ves-
sels, and altar linens of the parish. Altar Guild members 
prepare the sanctuary for services, and clean up after-
wards. Altar Guild members frequently supervise the 
decoration of the sanctuary. There is a separate Flower 
Guild under the umbrella of the Altar Guild. The time 
commitment is small but the rewards are great.

We strive to do our tasks with reverence and our 
duties are meant to be behind the scenes. They are to be 
accomplished ever mindful of the rites and ceremonies 
of our worship. The basic motivation for serving in the 
Altar Guild is gratitude. In response to all God’s mighty 
acts we are called to offer ourselves to His service.

If you are interested in being part of this ministry, 
contact Betsy Williams at willbest1120@gmail.com.

In February, Good Sam Youth Ministries had our 
annual Middle School All-Nighter Event! This is a 
wonderful event where we get a ton of visitors to our 
group and it has worked as a “front door” for middle 
schoolers. It was a smashing success as over 40 students 
and leaders participated. We went ice skating, jumping 
at a trampoline park, and then watched LEGO MOVIE 
2 (the second part) at the Movie Tavern in Collegeville. 
After that we headed back to church to get some sleep 
before waking up, getting some breakfast and heading 
home (before going back to sleep in their own beds).
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My name is Thomas Johnsen, and I have been a 
member of Good Samaritan since 2016. I have been 
employed by the parish to undertake the construction 
of the improvements to the Chapel.  The operations 
will commence in late February and be completed in 
August of this year. This letter serves to offer an un-
derstanding of the project timeline and expectations 
of this comprehensive undertaking. A synopsis of the 
work and site conditions are as follows: 

February 27, 28, March 1, 2: You will see temporary 
construction fencing erected which will encompass the 
entire work zone around the Chapel perimeter from 
the entry ramp, across the front, down the Rt 30 side 
to the Old Rectory, then across the back through the 
playground and ending at the rear stairs and lower 
doorway. This is to isolate the work area from unau-
thorized access and keep the site secure. The PVC fence 
in the rear will be disassembled as needed to facilitate 
the temp fence and I will coordinate the activity with 
Tad and the Day School when that time comes. There 
should be no inconvenience to the Day School other 
than the one day it takes to set up the temp fence. There 
will be signage for pedestrians to use the traffic cross-
ings to get to the other side of Rt 30 so as to travel east 
and west, and secure entry points through the fence 
for authorized access. It is my intent to work Monday 
through Friday 7:00 am to 5:00pm with Saturday work 
only as dictated by the project demands. There will be 
no operations on Sunday.

March 4 through April 12: We will be operating in 
the basement of the Chapel to excavate the dirt floor 
and install concrete floors and walls to shore up the 
structural condition of the Chapel. Initially, there will 
be access through the Day School, as is now the meth-
od, but in two weeks we will have a new opening from 
the exterior for ingress and egress, and the Day School 
entry will not be used for the duration of the project. 
The work in the basement is extensive and will involve 
machinery, trucks and a large labor force. There should 
be no concerns with the Day School, but the work will 
be loud at times and the steady hum of construction ac-
tivity should be expected. If there is to be any operation 
which could impact the safety or integrity of the Day 
School space, I will notify Tad and the administration, 
and take added precautions as needed to insure safety.

April 15 through June 14: The bell tower will be 
encased in scaffolding and the roof replacement, stone 
pointing, millwork repairs and painting of the tower 

structure will be conducted. This will be a large un-
dertaking and should not impact the daily use of the 
Day School, but the Chapel use may be impacted as to 
daily use. If upon a thorough preliminary inspection 
it is determined by me that the Chapel should not be 
occupied at any specific time, I will notify Tad and the 
administration and act accordingly.

June 17 through August 9: The scaffolding at the 
bell tower should be down and packed out. The stone 
pointing, carpentry work and painting on the exterior 
will continue throughout this time. With the plaster 
and painting of the Chapel interior complete, the altar 
panels will be repointed and repaired. Again, this inte-
rior work will be coordinated with the weekend use of 
the Chapel. The project should be near or at completion 
by mid-August, with substantial and final completion 
shortly thereafter. Once all construction operations are 
complete the temp fence will be removed, and the site 
cleaned and cleared of all construction activity. The 
final grading of the disturbed areas will be completed 
and the building handed over to the parish for full use 
and occupancy.

It should be understood that any construction project 
has inherent inconveniences of noise, dust and debris, 
and the general annoyance of men and material oper-
ating in your space. Every method will be utilized to 
minimize the impact to the congregation and especial-
ly, Ben Capps and his family, who will have the work 
occurring right at their doorstep. In the event there is 
a security or site concern to be addressed, I would ask 
that you contact Tad and me directly to have the matter 
resolved. I only ask for your patience and prayers this 
spring and summer so we can provide for the coming 
generations of Good Samaritan parishioners, that which 
was provided for us by those generations who went 
before.

The Good Samaritan Chapel Restoration Project
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Note: Beginning on April 15 and ending on May 10, 
we will conduct the plaster remediation of the Chapel 
interior walls. It is my intention to keep this phase of 
the work on a small scope of men and equipment so 
as to be able at any time to “pack up” the work area 
and allow for the use of the chapel on the weekends. I 
expect this part of the job to take 4 weeks to work our 
way around the Chapel for plaster and then wait until 
June 17 to start the painting in the Chapel as I under-
stand there is a wedding in early June. In any event, 
this part of the work can be scheduled to accommodate 
the weekend use of the Chapel. The daily use of the 
Chapel on these dates will have to be curtailed. I will 
coordinate with Tad and the administration closely on 
this. It is my opinion that the interior work will be the 
greatest inconvenience to the congregation and will be 
handled with the proper care and concern.

The Walls of the Chapel  
Current Photos



March 2019 Events Calendar
March 2
Women’s Breakfast

March 2
Dinner and a Question

March 3
Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms

March 5
Shrove Tuesday

March 6
Ash Wednesday

March 6
Retired & Refired

March 13
Healing Meeting 

March 16
Diocesan Lent Day “Home of God”

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

March 17
Concert with Bethanne Dilione and Joy Schauer

March 19, 26, April 2, 9
Lenten Series

March 20
Retired & Refired

March 20
Men’s Ministry Chili Cook Off

March 23
Family Support Group

March 23
Caring for Caregivers

March 24 & 31
Soul Shop (Suicide Prevention)

March 30-31
Insight Retreat


