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The Forty Days of Lent
by Fr. John Whitnah

Forty days is a significant period of time throughout the Bible. Noah spent forty days and nights in the ark while the rain
flooded the earth. Moses spent forty days on Mt. Sinai before receiving the Ten Commandments. Twelve spies from Israel
spent forty days surveying the Promised Land. David endured the challenge of Goliath for forty days before killing the giant.
Elijah spent forty days fasting after his encounter with the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel. Jonah spent forty days calling for
repentance in Ninevah. The disciples were transformed by the forty days Jesus spent with them after His resurrection. And,
of particular relevance to Lent, Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness right after his baptism and just before launching His
public ministry.
How will you spend the forty days of Lent? May I suggest several dimensions of Lent worth considering.
1) Lent is an invitation to get back to the basics. God issues the invitation to His people to return to Him; to remember
His love, grace, mercy, and forgiveness.
2) Lent is an acknowledgment that all is not well on planet earth, nor in our lives either for that matter. Sin is the
problem, and the other problem is that we don’t think sin is a problem. We also affirm that God has done something about
this through the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus.
3) Lent is a gift. We are all given seconds, minutes, hours, days, months, and years. Lent is a time to make time for Jesus,
to give Jesus the time of day. Lent is a time to step out in faith, trusting Him more. Lent is a time to wait on the Lord, seeking
Him more. Lent is a time to rest on His promises, experiencing His faithfulness more.
4) Lent is a warning against hypocrisy, focusing on externals rather than on the internal motivations of our lives. We
all need a conversion of the heart, not merely a change in external behavior. The heart of the matter is a matter of the heart.
5) Lent is a question to consider. Usually the question is what I will give up for Lent with typical answers being such
things as chocolate, alcohol, desert, or smoking. On a bit deeper level, we may want/need to give up such things as gossip,
lust, gluttony, criticism, or bitterness. It also may be that we need to ask what God wants to do in us this Lent. Am I willing to
let God do that work in me? What will I take on during Lent in the spiritual disciplines of worship, study, prayer, fellowship,
and service to others?
I’m praying that the forty days of Lent this year might be a significant period of spiritual growth for each of us.
Blessings in Christ,
Fr. John
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Lenten Program
5 Tuesdays 6:30-8:30pm March 3-31
Walton Hall
This five-week series will take a close look at Lent, how it
developed, and its function in the life of the church and its
calendar. Most sessions will coordinate with that week’s Scripture readings and sermon. In addition to Lent in the Christian
tradition, topics will include penance, giving, fasting, prayer,
and service. All sessions will include recommended readings
and time for discussion and/or Q&A. All are welcome.

Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday, April 9
7:30pm in the church
Good Friday, April 10
Family Service 10-11am
Ecumenical Service 12-3pm
Good Friday Liturgy 7:30pm (church)

Dr. Jonathan Yates is a Professor of Historical Theology
in the Department of Theology and Religious Studies at Villanova University, where he has taught since 2005. Jonathan,
his wife Bess, and their daughter Eliza have been part of the
Good Sam community since 2015.

Easter Vigil & Baptism, April 11
7:30pm (begins outside the church)
Easter Sunday, April 12
7:30am (chapel), 9:00am (church)
11:00am (chapel), 11:00am (church)

Dinner & a Question
with Jeff Dill
April 24, 6:30-8:30pm
Jeffrey Dill is Affiliate Professor of Sociology and Liberal
Studies in the Templeton Honors College at Eastern University. He is also the Donchian Research Fellow for Character
and Culture at the Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture
at the University of Virginia. He received his B.A. in English
from Wheaton College and his Ph.D. in Sociology at the
University of Virginia, where he was a Bradley Fellow at the
Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture. His research focuses on questions of pluralism and difference in educational
systems, moral and citizenship education, and socialization
processes in schools. He is author of The Longing and Limits of
Global Citizenship Education: the moral pedagogy of schooling
in a cosmopolitan age. His work has been published in Social
Forces, the Journal of Moral Education, Society, and The
Huffington Post. He is currently researching the culture of
homeschooling and its effects on moral and civic education.
Dr. Dill is married to Heather, and they have four sons.

Man Up Dinner with Ian Clausen
March 4, 6-8pm Walton Hall
“Can friendship be Christian?
The place of friendship in Christian love”
Ian Clausen is Arthur J. Ennis Postdoctoral Fellow at Villanova University, USA. He previously held a two-year post
at Valparaiso University as a Lilly Postdoctoral Fellow. His
research centers on Augustine and the Augustinian moral
tradition, and extends to 21st-century debates on technology, moral theory and formation, and the good life. His
publications appear in journals such as Augustinian Studies,
Religions, Expository Times, Radical Orthodoxy, and Studies
in Christian Ethics. He is a former British Marshall Scholar.
RSVP to mensministry@good-samaritan.org
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Mark Your Calendars! Fun is Brewing!
Raise funds for the Day School while winning amazing
prizes and sipping on your favorite brew or beverage!
Social & Silent Auction

All Aboard for 2020 VBS Rocky Railway!
June 22-25, 9am-12pm

Friday, March 13, 2020 from 7pm-10pm
La Cabra Brewing, Berwyn

At Rocky Railway, kids discover through life’s ups and
downs that Jesus’ power pulls us through. Kids participate
in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs,
play teamwork-building games, engage in fun snack-eating
experiences, take part in one-of-a-kind Bible Adventures,
collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them to trust Jesus, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and
play with all summer long. Plus, kids will learn to look for
evidence of God all around them through something called
God Sightings. Each day concludes with the Rock Wrap-Up
that gets everyone involved in living what they’ve learned.
Family members and friends are encouraged to join in daily
for this special time

(www.lacabrabrewing.com)
Ticketed social
that includes an opportunity to bid on baskets
Four Drink Tokens
Heavy Hors d’oeuvres
One “Thank You to Go Bag”
Get tickets here:
https://one.bidpal.net/goodsam2020/ticketing
This years fundraiser is an adult social event that will raise
funds to support the Good Sam Day School.

It takes many hands and hearts to welcome our community to taste and see that the Lord is good! Here’s what a few
volunteers have already said: “Count me in!” “Thanks for
asking and sign me up!” “Sign me up to volunteer for VBS! I
can do whatever is needed.” From a newcomer: “I would love
to help this year! Sounds like so much fun! I loved seeing so
many faces from the Day School.” Won’t you join them and
us in the fun, faith-filled, fellowship event of the Summer?

More information on the In-House Auction and the Parent
Social & Auction can be found at the Good Sam Day School
Facebook page.
Thank you so much for all of your support! We look forward to enjoying the evening with you!

VBS Registration is Open!
Register your children at
good-samaritan.org/events

If you are not able to attend the evening or the In House
event in Ashton Hall on March 10-12 you can bid online
through our BidPal website at https://one.bidpal.net/goodsam2020.

Contact Tracy Defina with questions
(tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org)

Contact Barb Condit (610-644-6181) with questions.
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Good Samaritan Community Garden
by Nina Whitnah

It was one of those gloomy wintry days that didn’t bode
well for my disposition. Given the latest national and global
crises and the reality of unwelcome health diagnoses for a
friend and also a family member, I was eager for some good
news when my eye fell on the latest catalog from Johnny’s,
a seed company. As I pored over the pages of photos that
promised a wide variety of yummy vegetables and the lush
beauty of flowers, I found myself being reminded not only of
the gift of God’s creation, but also of how multi-faceted the
nourishment is that comes with gardening. The challenging
circumstances surrounding me weren’t changing, but I received the encouragement that came with considering the
joys of a garden.
As the leadership of the Good Sam Community Garden
ponders and plans for the 2020 season, we welcome your
participation and involvement. We will once again fulfill our
objective of offering educational opportunities by hosting a
workshop on March 28 from 10:30-11:30, “Get Your Hands
Dirty,” about the benefits of composting and enriching one’s
soil. And one of our 5X10 plots will be used exclusively for
educational purposes, as we invite involvement from preschoolers to octogenarians.
Watch for “Garden Shares” once each month this summer,
when we host a table laden with the bounty of the garden,
which we will offer to interested folk (for a small donation)
in the atrium between the Sunday morning 9am and 11am
services.
And if you are looking for something that’s a lot of fun,
plan to come to our spring work morning on Saturday, April
4, from 9:30 to noon. It’s an intergenerational, roll-up-yoursleeves kind of morning when we will tidy up the garden
paths, replenish the soil in the plots, spruce up the pollinator
garden, eat some yummy snacks, and share wonderful ideas
we have about what’s going into our plots and home gardens.
We may have openings for plot-tenders, so be in touch
if you are interested in learning more about what’s involved
or have any questions. For more information, contact Nina
Whitnah (nina.whitnah@gmail.com), Bess Yates (bess.wellborn@gmail.com), or Meridith Ridington (mridington@
gmail.com).
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Diocesan Lent Day
“Fake News” Theology
with Dr. Kent Sparks
March 7, 10:00am-3:00pm
Church of the Good Samaritan
“Fake News” Theology: How and Why We Use Biblical
Authority to Dodge God’s Authority
Kent writes: ‘Our country is
deeply divided these days. On one
side are those who understand and
believe “the facts,” and on the other
are those who gullibly embrace the
phony “alternative facts.” It is obvious, however, that in this case “the
truth” lies in the eye of the beholder.
No matter what side we stand on, all
of us believe that our side stands for the facts and that the
other side doesn’t. We understand; They are clueless.

Connally Gilliam & Paula Rinehart

I’m quite sure that this open conflict, often dubbed the
“culture war,” will not be resolved today. Perhaps it should
not be resolved but must be won by one side or the other, or
by some still-to-emerge perspective that’s better than either
(or any) of the current alternatives. But in spite of our profound divisions, I suspect that we can begin our discussion
on a point of profound agreement. Namely, I suspect that all
of us believe a lot of people have been fooled by fake news,
and that this phony news has been and shall continue to be
damaging and dangerous for our society. For we have seen,
perhaps more clearly than ever before, that millions of people
can be fooled into receiving what is false as what is true, and
that this exchange of the truth for a lie--no matter which
side we are on--can and will have serious consequences for
us and our children.

Good Sam Insight Women’s Ministry

My primary theme for the day is certainly not political,
though it may have some bearing on how we think about
and evaluate political questions. Rather, my task is to draw
out and examine what I believe is a very common but mistaken pattern within Christian theology. Namely, I believe
that Christians often construct systems of biblical authority
in order to circumvent and evade the authority of God in
the Church and in our personal lives. I will suggest that this
approach to the Bible, in which we essentially quote the Bible
against God, is based on “fake news” about what the Bible is
and how it should be read. This “fake news” theology opens
up Christians to manipulations and errors because it subtly
replaces the voice of God with our own fallen, human voices.’

April 25, 2020
9:30am-12:00pm
Ashton Hall
A Morning Conversation
with bestselling Christian authors
and international speakers
Paula Rinehart & Connally Gilliam

“Hope that Builds Courage in the Chaos”
Based on their new book
“.... And Yet Undaunted”

Register online at good-samaritan.org/lentday.
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212 West Lancaster Avenue
Paoli, Pennsylvania 19301

March 2020 Events Calendar
March 1
The Annual Meeting

March 13
Day School Social & Silent Auction

March 3
Lenten Program begins

March 18
Retired & Refired

March 4
Retired & Refired

March 21
Family Support Group

March 4
Man Up Dinner with Ian Clausen

March 21
Caring for Caregivers

March 7
Diocesan Lent Day with Kent Sparks

March 25
Praxis

March 11
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

March 27-29
Youth Spring Retreat

