
THE SAMARITAN
Everyone’s welcome. Nobody’s perfect. Anything’s possible.
The Church of the Good Samaritan, Paoli, PA  h  Sunday Services at 7:30, 9:00, & 11 o’clock  h  March 2023

A GUIDE TO HOLY WEEK, THE SACRED TRIDUUM, AND EASTER
Observe Holy Week. If you do, your Easter will be all the sweeter.  

continued on page 2

The Collect for Holy Week
Assist us mercifully with thy help, O Lord God of 
our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the 
contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby thou 
hast given us life and immortality; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion  |  April 2nd
The Congregation, Acolytes, Choir, and Clergy 
gather outside, on the parish lawn. The beginning 
of the Liturgy commemorates the entrance of our 
Lord into Jerusalem. The Entrance Rite is altered 
and elaborated to re-enact this and to signal our 
own entrance into Holy Week. The Collect above 
is sung to mark the beginning of Holy Week. The 
story of Christ’s entrance into Jerusalem is read, and 
the palms which we have been given are blessed. 
After this, Acolytes, Clergy, and Choir, joined by the 
Congregation, process from the lawn into the Church 
singing Hosanna, in the highest! A Collect is said. The 
Choir and Clergy then make a festal procession to 
the Altar, all of us singing All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
which recalls Christ’s triumphant reception into the 
city. The liturgical color for this first part of the Palm 
Sunday Liturgy is red, a sign of that triumph.

At the Liturgy of the Word, however, there is an 
abrupt change in the mood of the service. Our Lord 
was acclaimed as he arrived in Jerusalem, but quickly 
the powers that be conspired to do away with him. 
Triumph became betrayal and death. And so it is 
the story of the Passion which is the Gospel for this 
Service. It is sung in parts to make us aware of the 
great drama that is beginning to unfold. A homily is 
preached, and the Liturgy of the Eucharist takes place 
at the Altar. During the last hymn the organ is turned 
off verse by verse until we are singing a capella. The 
congregation leaves in silence.

Maundy Thursday  |  April 6th, 7:30pm
The Liturgy on this day differs from that of an 
ordinary Eucharist in two respects: a ceremony, 
unique to the day, following the sermon, and 

another at the conclusion of the Liturgy. The Gospel 
appointed is St John’s account of the Last Supper 
of Jesus and his disciples. In this account Jesus 
gives his followers a new commandment—“Love 
one another”—and to show what this means 
he humbles Himself and washes their feet. This 
Gospel is proclaimed, a sermon is preached, and 
Jesus’ washing of his disciples’ feet is re-enacted. 
Parishioners representing the twelve Apostles come 
to the Chancel, and the Sacred Ministers appointed 
wash their feet as the choir sings the words of Jesus’ 
commandment of love and servanthood. Each is given 
a coin as a symbolic reversal of the betrayal which 
is to come. The Liturgy then proceeds as usual until 
after the Communion. The Stripping of the Altar 
then takes place: all candles are extinguished and the 
sanctuary and nave are stripped of all ornamentation. 
The bare Altar is washed. The Tabernacle is left open 
and empty. 

Good Friday  |  April 7th, Noon to 3:00pm
We have commemorated our Lord’s entrance into 
Jerusalem and His institution of the Eucharist. On 
Good Friday the Liturgy focuses our attention upon 
His death. Appropriately, the ceremonial is stark, 
direct, and powerful. Its meaning is unmistakable. 
Meditations on The Seven Words from the Cross are 
offered. Our preachers this year are my long-time 
friend Phillip Cary [“Father, forgive them”]; Christie 
Purifoy [“Today, with me, in paradise,” and “My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”]; Marcia 
Wilkinson [“Mother, behold thy son”]; Dan Garrison 
Edwards [“I thirst”]; Phillip Ellsworth [“It is finished”], 
and Chris Hall [“Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit.”].

The ministers enter the Church the short way, 
in silence. At the foot of the Altar, those who are 
able prostrate themselves. Upon rising, the Officiant 
sings in monotone the Collect for the day. The 
Liturgy of the Word begins. Today it is different 
from any other occasion in its simplicity. The Old 
Testament Lesson and the Epistle are read without 
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the usual ceremonial. St John’s account of the Passion 
and Crucifixion is sung by members of the Choir 
which are traditionally associated with the day on 
which Christ suffered for all humanity. The person 
appointed bids us pray silently for various aspects of 
the life of the world, and the Officiant “collects” our 
prayers with the appropriate Collect. 

The service is full of pathos yet not maudlin. 
Everything about the Liturgy, including the music, 
whether sung in solo or choir or by the congregation, 
everything we do here is a response to work being 
done elsewhere by someone else on a hill far away. It 
draws to a close with the Lord’s Prayer. A concluding 
prayer is said, and the Liturgy is ended. The ministers 
and people depart in silence. 

The Holy Saturday Office  |  April 8th, 9:00am
The emptiness of the Church on Holy Saturday is 
palpable, the silence deafening. We’ve stripped the 
Altar, put away all our graven images, veiled the 
crosses. Even the Tabernacles are empty, their doors 
left open. The morning’s liturgy only deepens the 
emptiness and silence. Contained on a single page of 
our Prayer Book, it defies any sermon or commentary. 
We begin without introduction, we recite the Psalms 
without a Gloria, we end without Communion, 
we depart without reverence. Not many people 
come, and some of those who do are there for other 
reasons. But the Early Church Fathers had a different 
understanding of this day. According to tradition, on 
Holy Saturday, during the hours between Jesus’ death 
and his Resurrection, all creation altered. 

The concrete nature of Holy Saturday forbids 
us from turning this mystery into facile optimism. 
It confronts us with the bare brutality of a corpse, 
silence, a pitch-dark tomb, and nothing else. 
Christians have always lived uneasily with this 
brutality. Evangelicals move quickly from Good 
Friday to Easter Morning, reducing the drama to a 
simple fiduciary transaction between Jesus and God 
the Father. Liberal Christians collapse the drama into 
the shallow simile of a butterfly emerging from its 
chrysalis or a riot of spring flowers. But neither tactic 
works. Both are shallow, trite. Few claims are more 
obscene than that Jesus’ victory is as simple as the 
finale of a Broadway musical. Silence proves to be the 
only serviceable metaphor we possess.

I’ve come to appreciate Holy Saturday more than 

continued on page 3

any other day in the Christian Year. Bereft of symbols, 
stripped of clerical functions, deprived of all excuses 
to be busy, I must confront the fact that the depth of 
redemption’s drama cannot be seen by the human eye 
except in shadowy images, that it is ultimately played 
out down in the heart of evil, and that our task as 
Christians is to wait in hard-won hope.

The Easter Vigil  |  April 8th, 7:30pm
The Liturgy begins with the Church in darkness, 
expectant, seemingly just as it was when we left on 
Good Friday. The Resurrection of Christ is the act of 
God which brings the Church into being, and during 
this first Liturgy of the Resurrection the Church will 
ritually and, indeed, literally come into being again. 
It will be “re-built” liturgically in order to become 
what it was before the desolation and death of Good 
Friday. Light will enter the Church and the lamps 
will be rekindled. Persons may be baptized into the 
household of God. The Eucharist will be celebrated 
once again and the Blessed Sacrament—Christ’s 
risen presence among us—will be returned to the 
Tabernacle / Sacrament House. In this Liturgy the 
Church becomes alive again and whole through the 
power of Christ’s rising, no longer broken, desolate 
and empty as it was the day before.

The Congregation gathers on the lawn with the 
Choir, Acolytes, and Clergy. A fire is kindled and 
blessed, and the Paschal Candle, a symbol of the 
Resurrection, is lit. A Priest takes the candle and 
leads us into the Church by stages. In a reversal of 
the procession of the veiled cross on Good Friday, he 
stops three times. This night, however, he exclaims 
“The Light of Christ,” and at each exclamation 
the light spreads from the Paschal Candle first to 
the Clergy, then to the Choir, and finally to the 
Congregation. Having entered, we fill the Church 
with the light of the Resurrection. The Paschal 
Candle is put in place. The Exsultet, an ancient hymn 
extolling the joy of Easter, is sung by a Cantor.

Then follows the Vigil, a period of anticipation 
which awaits the solemn proclamation of Easter. 
Several lessons from the Old Testament are read 
which in the Early Church were understood to 
be prefigurings or “types” of God’s action in the 
Resurrection of Jesus. Silence follows each lesson. 
A Psalm is chanted and the Celebrant prays an 
appropriate Collect.
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After the last of these Collects, the Vigil itself 
is ended. The Celebrant takes the Paschal Candle 
from its holder and leads a procession of Clergy and 
Acolytes to the Font, the congregation joining them 
for the Renewal of Baptismal Vows. The Celebrant 
blesses the Baptismal Water during which the 
Paschal Candle is plunged three times into the font, 
as if it were charging the water with the power of 
the Resurrection. We all are sprinkled with water 
from the font to remind us of our own Baptisms. The 
procession returns to the Altar.

The Altar candles are lighted. At this point the 
Celebrant proclaims the news we have all been 
waiting for, “Alleluia! Christ is risen!” and all respond, 
“The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!” The Acclamation 
is sung, Alleluias being sung for the first time since 
the Last Sunday of Epiphany; the Collect for Easter 
and the Liturgy of the Word begins. Before the 
proclamation of the Gospel, the Great Alleluia is 
sung by a Cantor. This wonderful word, itself a joyful 
exclamation, has been suppressed during Lent. As if 
delighting in it, the Cantor and Congregation sing it 
three times, each time on a higher note.

After the sermon the Liturgy then proceeds as 
usual. Bread and Wine are brought to the Altar and 
the Tabernacle, previously open and empty, is now 
replenished with the risen, sacramental presence 
of Christ. Easter has once again given birth to the 
Church. The Deacon dismisses us, “Depart in 
peace,” and adds, “Alleluia, Alleluia!” We all respond, 
“Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!”  h +PCE, Jr

Soup, Lent, & the Book of Common Prayer
Wednesdays in March, 6:30PM, Ashton
A Lenten series of discussions over Ministration at 
the Time of Death (‘Last Rites’, see page 462 of the 
BCP), and over Holy Baptism and Holy Eucharist. 
On the 1st, 8th, and 29th, Phillip Ellsworth will lead 
a discussion of Last Rites. On the 15th and the 22nd 
of March, Marcia Wilkinson will lead a discussion 
of Baptism and Eucharist. Each night, we’ll finish by 
walking the Stations of the Cross, singing the Stabat 
Mater, with Bible readings and prayers at each of 
the Station paintings created for Good Samaritan 
by our own Anna Kocher. We’ll go off into the night 
at 7:45. A huge thank you to Robert McMillan and 
Bruce Ackerman for providing and serving delicious 
homemade soups! n 

Chris Hall to preach and 
teach at Good Samaritan
It is my pleasure to tell you that 
Chris Hall will be returning 
to the Church of the Good 
Samaritan on Sunday, the 26th 
of March, to be our preacher 
at both the 9 o’clock and the 
11 o’clock services. Also, on 
Good Friday, the 7th of April, in 
the liturgy which will feature 
meditations on The Seven 

Words from the Cross, Chris will be preaching on 
the seventh word, “Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit.” (See, A Guide to Holy Week, the Sacred 
Triduum, and Easter.) 

Beginning Sunday, the 16th of April, for six weeks 
Chris will be our Adult Education speaker, teaching 
his new book to be released 4th April, A Different Way, 
from 10:10 to 11 o’clock in Ashton Hall. And as if all of 
the above weren’t feast enough, at the Men’s Retreat 
to be held at Daylesford Abbey on the 13th and 14th of 
October, Chris will give four talks. 

I have heard from so many of you since I arrived 
last summer how deeply Chris Hall is beloved here 
at Good Samaritan. I am delighted to have been 
meeting with him, to express your abiding affection 
for him, and to learn the mutuality of that affection. 
Rejoice with me that he’ll be back with us preaching 
and teaching so often this year.  h +PCE, Jr

A Better Prayer Life
At the Prayers of the People, I want to hear us as a 
parish thank God for you on the Sunday nearest your 
birthday. I want also to incorporate Year’s Mind in our 
Prayers, remembering people very close to you—a 
mother or father, a child, a sibling, a close friend—on 
the Sunday nearest the anniversary of their death. 
Please send me a letter via email or by post, with your 
name and birthday, just month and day (not year), and, 
if you have children or parents under your care in the 
parish, theirs. And for Year’s Mind, tell me the name, 
month and day (not year) of the death of someone very 
close to you. It means so very much to Victoria to 
hear her mother remembered on her Year’s Mind, the 
Sunday nearest June 19th, or her father remembered 
on his Year’s Mind, the Sunday nearest November 5th. 
Thank you Team Good Sam! h +PCE, Jr
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HELPS is not an acronym—it is what we do—a 
Good Samaritan outreach program. HELPS provides 
short-term financial assistance for people in need in 
Chester County.  Currently, Angela Linden and Rose 
Dodd are HELPS counselors who deal directly with 
those in need. Most of our callers are in a temporary 
overwhelming need. Lately, many of our callers are 
people who have never experienced serious financial 
needs. They report causes such as loss of a spouse’s 
income, shortened working hours, loss of benefits 
and other unanticipated expenses.

HELPS provides one-time assistance of up 
to $300* for financial needs such as utility bills, 
prescriptions, rent, or other immediate needs. We 
emphasize that HELPS is a short-term assistance; not 
ongoing—each client can receive funds one time in a 
twelve-month period. *The amount is dependent on 
the HELPS funding.

People in need call the Church of the Good 
Samaritan at 610-644-4040 and ask to be connected 
to the HELPS voice mail to leave their contact 
information. HELPS volunteer counselors return the 
calls, verify and document need and if client meets 
the HELPS guidelines, arranges payment from the 
HELPS fund. All funds are sent directly to the vendor; 
not to the individual. 

In 2022, in terms of numbers, 274 people contacted 
the HELPS Line for assistance. We were able to help 
201 of those with actual funds of $69,115, averaging 
$344 per person. In 2021, we had 166 requests and 
were able to help 129 of these with funds of $45,976. 

Obviously, we are not able to help everyone. Some 
of the reasons for not helping someone include the 
request is much more than the $300 limit, the person 
has no way of continuing to meet their expenses after 
our one-time help, or some simply do not do all the 
paper work necessary to meet the HELPS program 
requirements. 

However, even if we cannot help them financially, 
we do try to help by directing them to other agencies 
and resources available, such as our own Food Closet 
Ministry. Sometimes the counselors find that they 
have helped someone in a difficult situation by just 
being a “listening ear.” We often hear comments like 
“Thanks, this is the first time I felt that someone was 

really listening to me. Thanks for caring.”
Although our funds and spending are significant 

amounts, HELPS is not a line item in the church 
budget. The ministry is totally funded through 
donations: from the Christmas Tree sale, trust funds, 
other designated gifts earmarked for the HELPS 
Ministry and donations from parishioners. 

To be better long-term stewards, at the beginning 
of each year, we divide the anticipated funds 
available by twelve months. In 2023, we started with 
$35,292 available funds, which suggests a monthly 
expenditure of $2941 per month. In January, we 
received 25 requests and assisted 19 people with 
funds of $5894; overspending our monthly allotment 
by $2953. Hoping that future donations will help us 
better meet the increasing need.

We often receive thank you notes, such as below, 
from those we have assisted: “You all made such a 
difference and it is so deeply appreciated.” “Thank 
you so much for helping with me with my PECO bill. 
I’m so grateful. God Bless you all.” n 

What is Helps?
by Rose Dodd, HELPS Counselor

Access the Directory
Want to look up the contact 
information of a parishioner? 
Go to good-samaritan.org, 
click on Menu, then click on 
Directory. Click on Sign Up 
to Access the Directory. You 
will get a login activation email. 
Follow the instructions. Your 
email is your username. The 
Directory is not for public or 
commercial distribution, but rather for communicating 
within the Good Samaritan parish family. If you have 
trouble logging in, contact Jeanne Lomanno at jeanne.
lomanno@good-samaritan.org / 610-644-4040 x214.  h

The Evangelium has not abrogated legends; it has hallowed 
them, especially the “happy ending.” The Christian has still 
to work, with mind as well as body, to suffer, hope, and die; 

but he may now perceive that all his bents and faculties 
have a purpose, which can be redeemed. 

— J. R. R. Tolkien
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The Year of Jubilee
by Katie Staronka,  
CCO Staff & Co-Director of College and Young Adult Ministry 

In February we had the pleasure of taking three 
Eastern University and West Chester University 
students to the CCO’s annual Jubilee Conference 
where thousands of college students gather in 
Pittsburgh to hear how Jesus is making All Things 
New. Although we had a wonderful time streaming 
the virtual Jubilee conference these past two years, 
it was beautiful to be back together in person for the 
first time in three years. 

Each year, the conference is structured around the 
four-part narrative arc of the gospel: Creation, Fall, 
Redemption, and Restoration. Thousands of college 
students had the opportunity to hear this narrative 
arc of scripture from speakers such as Carmen 
Imes, Eric Mason, Danielle Strickland, and Saleem 
Ghabril as well as attend four workshops on a variety 
of topics lead by over fifty different speakers. When 
asked what stuck with them about the conference 
one student said, “As a student who goes to a secular 
university it was nice to be at a gathering of so many 
other Christian college students and be reminded 
that that community is there, but I really resonated 
with a workshop called Quiet Faith that talked about 
how introverts have a role in the church.” One of the 
beautiful things about the conference is that there 
really is something for everyone that attends whether 
it’s the large group gatherings, the smaller breakout 
workshops, late night fun, connecting with a summer 
job or getting a book at the bookstore, the gospel is 
being preached in its own way in each of these spaces.  

Why is it called Jubilee? For decades the Jubilee 
Conference has been spreading the vision that Jesus 
is making All Things New, that He is our Jubilee! In 
Leviticus 25 we see God institute the year of Jubilee, a 
year of rest and the releasing of debts, of restoration 
for the people and land. This is one of the many Old 
Testament prophecies Jesus fulfilled with his birth in 
the 50th generation, Jesus is our Jubilee! After being 
apart for the last few years it really felt as though this 
was a Jubilee year, a time to be together and celebrate 
that God is still moving and working even during 
unexpected and uncertain times. Thank you all for 
your prayers and support this weekend. h
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Good Sam Youth
by Brynn Schmidt, Director of Youth Ministry

Over the past month, the students at Good Sam 
Youth Ministry have enjoyed many fantastic events 
together. We shared in the excitement of the Eagles 
football season as they cruised to victory and earned 
their spot in the Super Bowl, the boys took a trip to 
West Chester to play LaserTag, and the girls enjoyed 
an afternoon of painting flower jars while enjoying 
a delicious chocolate fountain at a Galentine’s 
event. What do all these events have in common? 
Joy. Each time our students gather for these special 
events, I am overwhelmed with how much joy fills 
the air. Students laugh together, engage in deep 
conversation, (or even silly conversations), and can 
fully be themselves. It is always so easy to see God 
in these moments with students. After every event, I 
have a better understanding of what it looks like to be 
in the presence of God and experience the Fullness 
of Joy (Psalm 16:11). To be a teenager is fun and to 
have a group of teenagers who get along so well is 
even better. Good Sam Youth Ministry is a place for 
teenagers to feel like they belong, to learn more about 
Christ, and to be joyful while doing so. I hope that 
when people see the pictures of our events that they 
feel the joy of the students. h
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The February Vestry meeting included a follow up on 
the staffing transitions. This included a meeting with 
Reverend Canon Arlette who has been supporting 
the Vestry with the search process for an Interim 
Rector or Priest-in-Charge. Following her advice, a 
special committee led by Ian McDonald, was formed 
within the Vestry to interview the candidates for the 
Priest-in-Charge position. We approved an Interim 
Search Committee comprised of six Vestry Members 
[Tom Connett, Reuben Garrett, Helen Hartman, and 
Leah Sioma, along with Ian]. Several candidates 
have indicated interest in this position and will be 
interviewed by the Interim Search Committee in the 
coming days. We invite you to pray for this committee, 
the candidates, and the search process.

The Stewardship Committee provided an update 
on the financial state of the church, and  approved the 
transfer of funds to offset the impending operating 
deficit. We remain grateful for those who have 
honored their 2023 pledges that have enabled us to 
meet our financial obligations as a church. Prayerfully 
consider donating your finances, gifts, talents and 
time to the church if you haven’t yet done so. 

Five Vestry Members will complete their terms in 
March 2023 leaving vacancies to be filled as per the 

Vestry Corner
by Louise Makau-Barasa

Church’s by-laws. As a result, the Vestry’s Nominating 
Committee has been reaching out to church members 
who have expressed interest to serve on the Vestry, 
as well as those who have been recommended 
as potentially interested. Seven candidates have 
confirmed their interest and will be presented to the 
Vestry and Church for election in the coming weeks. 
Please pray for these candidates as they consider 
serving the church. 

We are glad to endorse Chris Micklewright, one 
of our seminarians, for ordination to the Transitional 
Diaconate. Details of his ordination date will be 
shared in the coming weeks. Pray for Chris and his 
family as they prepare for this next phase of his 
calling to serve in the Church. 

We also received an update on the process of 
designing the memorial window for Esther Morgan. 
We anticipate having a final design by the end of 
February and the window in place before the end of 
this year. In addition to supporting various projects, 
we are keen to comply with the Safe Church Policy 
and ensuring that all Vestry members complete their 
training. We remain grateful for the opportunity to 
serve the church and ask you to join in seeking God’s 
guidance during this transition period. h



March 2023 Events Calendar

March 1
Retired & Refired

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Lenten Series
 
March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Insight Women’s Bible Study: Abraham

March 3 – 6
Day School In House Auction

March 8
Prayer & Praise with Dr. Frank Sizer

March 11
ALPHA Day Away

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

March 12
Annual Meeting

March 15
Retired & Refired

March 16
Radiant Women’s Ministry

March 18
Vestry Retreat

March 18
Family Mental Health Support Group

March 18
Caring for Caregivers

2022 Annual Meeting 
Sunday, March 12 @ 1pm 

In the Church


