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Resurrection
The gospel message of the Acts of the Apostles is presented through the preaching of Peter and Paul (and the
martyr St. Stephen). It’s clear that the message of the apostles is that Christ is risen from the dead. They proclaim
resurrection.
The preaching is fairly consistent. Jesus was a good man and a miracle worker. You (or they when addressing
a gentile audience) put him to death on a cross. God raised him to new life thereby proclaiming him Lord and
Christ. Jesus is the judge of the living and the dead and is able to distribute forgiveness of sins and the gift of the
Holy Spirit. The response to this news is to repent and be baptized.
A couple of interesting things to note:
1) The role of the cross in the Acts of the Apostles is not as a payment for sin, but as a wicked thing done to Jesus.
2) The grounds of the forgiveness of sins is the authority that God has given Jesus in the resurrection.
Now, the New Testament has plenty more to say about the cross - and Luke (the writer of the Acts of the
Apostles) has plenty to say about it in his gospel. The language of a sacrifice for sins, of redemption, of Christ
dying ‘in my place’ are scattered all across the epistles and gospels. Just not in the Acts of the Apostles and these
early proclamations of the good news.
What do I take away from this? That the gospel is first the proclamation of who Jesus is. If you want to boil
down the news of Christian faith, it is about Jesus, not about me. It’s ‘Jesus is Lord and God raised him from the
dead’ and not ‘I can be forgiven and find purpose, hope and meaning in life’.
It might be a subtle distinction, but I think it’s an important one. The story is not mine, it’s about Jesus.
Alleluia, Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Richard Morgan
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Vestry Corner
by Reuben Garrett

The Vestry meeting for the month of April was held
on April 8. This was the regular monthly meeting and
it followed the established agenda.
In attendance were Father Richard, John and Ben
and vestry members Justin Crawford, Bari Alexander,
Bill Hughes, Cheryl Sparks, Andy Balsan, Sharon Dugan, Reuben Garrett, Ian McDonald, Bonnie O’Neil,
John Remaley and Glen Shorley.

Summer Sunday School

Bill Hughes reported that he had to prepare the Parochial Report for the General Convention of the Episcopal Church. This Report, the 2018 Report of Episcopal
Congregations and Missions provides a plethora of
information on staffing, membership, finances, church
attendance, baptized members, communicants to the
Diocese. It is very detailed and provides an Annual
update on the health of the church. This year’s filing
shows that our church has 664 “communicants in good
standing.”

Summer Sunday school begins Sunday, May 5.
Nursery and Toddlers remains the same through
Labor Day.
The Prek K room is closed until kickoff in the fall,
Sunday, September 8.
4 year olds (by 9/1/18) join Toddlers and 5 year olds
(by 9/1/18) join Elementary.

There was discussion around Vestry members’
assignments; each member had been assigned an area
of the parish, including staff and missions to be interfacing with, with the requirement for reports back to
the Vestry as appropriate.

Elementary Summer Sunday School meets in rooms
260-261 through July (not Memorial Day weekend).
Children can look forward to Bible Stories, prayer
and fun on the playground!

The Report from the Treasurer solicited some discussion; especially in the area of “non-pledge offerings.”
This is an especially concerning area, since this giving,
though consistent over the years, is unpredictable and
cannot be accurately budgeted. The Financial Report
shows that there are few (if any) threats to our budget.
A mention was made that “Safe Church” Training
needs to be completed by all vestry members, who had
not so far completed this. This Training is absolutely
necessary for all persons associated with the church and
working/volunteering with other persons, especially
children.
On April 4 and 7, Rusty Smith, Steve Prible and Reuben Garrett delivered a presentation to the congregation
on their recent trip to Kenya. The trip included visits
to various Water Mission installations, many of which
were sponsored by the Church of the Good Samaritan.
The trip also included visits to churches and schools
sponsored and supported by our church with monies
from First Tithes.
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Electric Dryer Needed
Our Sexton Tad is looking for an electric dryer to
replace the failing machine used to dry mop heads
and cleaning cloths. Contact Tad (tad.turski@good-samaritan.org or 610-644-4040 x126) for details and to
arrange pick up.

It Took an Army
by Jeanne Lomanno & Barb Hohorst

A special thank you to Betsy Williams, Angela Linden and her crew of Altar Guild volunteers for all they
did behind the scenes to prepare for each service. The
Chapel required extra cleaning because of the dust from
the restoration project; all the pew cushions and Bibles,
hymnals and prayer books were put back in the pews
for our Easter celebrations.
A team came in to help with stuffing the 980 Easter
bulletins with Connect Cards, Prayer Request Cards,
Giving envelopes and Happy Easter cards! A sincere
thank you to Joan Kennedy, Janet Licci, Mary Mingle,
Betsy Gieske, Rose Dodd (who also proofread every
single leaflet before it went to print) and Judi Larkin.
We couldn’t have managed that enormous job without their smiling faces and nimble fingers! We missed
weekly team member Sue Reeps at the stuffing party,
as she was traveling.

Mental Health Family Support Group
May 18, 11-12:15 Room 263

Thank you as well to Jini Pettijon who faithfully
and quietly tidies the church and chapel during the
week in preparation for worship, and there are ushers,
acolytes, lesson readers, thurifer, and chalice bearers
who all played an important part in the Holy Week
and Easter services.

Do you have a family member struggling with mental or emotional health? Do you feel alone, stressed and
unequipped? You are not alone. Many families in our
parish are facing the challenges of caring for a loved
one who is suffering in this way. There is a support
group meeting the 4th Saturday of every month @ 11am
in Room 263 to provide a confidential, safe space for
people to share their stories and experience the support
of their church community. This group is facilitated by
Ian MacDonald, a licensed professional counselor, and
Tracy Defina, Director of Family Ministries and PhD
candidate for Marriage and Family Therapy. Please
contact Susan Starke, CRNP, with any questions and if
you would like to participate. (susan.starke@good-samaritan.org; 610-644-4040 x207)
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Before and after photos of the plaster
repair in progress
in the front of the chapel, to the left
of the altar.

The front entrance to the chapel before and after,
with the new door (wet primer!) in place.

Scaffolding rising to the top of the bell tower

Plaster repair in progress
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2019 VBS
June 24-27 9am-12pm

Dinner & A Question

At Roar, kids discover that God is good even when
life gets wild!

May 11 6:30pm Ashton Hall
with Dr. Lia Howard

Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games,
make and devour yummy treats, experience one-ofa-kind Wild Bible Adventures, collect Bible Memory
Buddies to remind them of God’s love, and test out
Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with
all summer long.

How Do I Talk with Those I Disagree With?
Dr. Lia Howard is the Executive Director of the
Agora Institute and a Professor of Political Science and
Liberal Studies in the Templeton Honors College at
Eastern University. Prior to Agora she taught American Politics in the Political Science Department at Saint
Joseph’s University. Dr. Howard was a Critical Writing
Fellow and taught in the Political Science Department
at the University of Pennsylvania.

Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all
around them through something called God Sightings.
Each day concludes with the Safari Celebration that
gets everyone involved in living what they’ve learned.

The Philadelphia Commons Institute seeks to cultivate civic dialogue, engaged citizens, and the common
good through interdisciplinary research and programs.

Register online at good-samaritan.org/VBS
Adult Volunteers are still needed! Contact Tracy
Defina at tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org or 610-6444040 x206.

Register for Dinner & A Question online at good-samaritan.org/dandq

June Concerts
June 1: Dance Academy Spring Concert 6:30pm
June 2: Schauer & Dillione Concert 3pm
June 3: Fleisher & Zuch Concert 7pm
June 9: Vox Amadeus Concert 4pm

Conﬁrmation
with Bishop Daniel Gutiérrez
June 9 @ 10:30am
One Service
Lunch together follows
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212 West Lancaster Avenue
Paoli, Pennsylvania 19301

May 2019 Events Calendar
May 1
Retired & Refired

May 11
Dinner & a Question with Dr. Lia Howard

May 2
National Day of Prayer

May 11
Dinner & Book Reading “Placemaker” by Christie Purifoy

May 3
Easy Israeli Dance Workshop

May 15
Retired & Refired

May 5
Summer Sundy School starts

May 18
Caring for Caregivers

May 8 & 15
Man Up Breakfast Series

May 19
Youth Testimony Night

May 8
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

May 25
Mental Health Family Support Group

JUNE 9 CONFIRMATION WITH BISHOP DANIEL GUTIÉRREZ
10:30AM ONE SERVICE FOLLOWED BY LUNCH TOGETHER

