
Moses – Fall 2018 

Sermon series from September 16th – November 18th  
 
 
This fall we’re going to be looking at the story of Moses in the book of Exodus. Over ten weeks we’ll 
journey with Moses out of slavery in Egypt, across the Red Sea and towards freedom in the Promised 
Land (which of course he never saw). There are so many stories that of course we’ll only be cherry-
picking a few highlights. We’re also not going to be looking in detail at the laws revealed to Moses on 
Mount Sinai – we’ll just be looking at the story of Moses himself. Can I encourage you to read the rest of 
Exodus to ‘fill in the gaps’ – and indeed if you get going on your reading, then Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy and Joshua would also make great books of the Bible to pay attention to and would not 
take too long to read. 
 
If you’re not part of a small group, the questions for reflection in these notes will give you a way to think 
about and interact with the text. Take time with the text, though, not just the questions. It may be that 
there are other things altogether that God means to show you through His word. If you’re not part of a 
small group, though, can I encourage you to think about whether you’d like to join one? John Whitnah 
can help in that process of getting assimilated in a new or existing group. 
 
If you are part of a small group, then can I encourage you to spend some time with these passages and 
the questions for reflection before you meet. Each one of you will discover new gems and insights within 
each of these texts, but some of those insight might take just a little while to percolate. If you each come 
together to share about a particular passage and each has something to share, then your time together 
in the passage will be much richer. 
 
 
 
  



 

1. Moses the Outsider – Exodus 2:11-22 (September 16th sermon) 
 
Moses grows up as the son of Pharoah’s daughter. He lives a life of privilege while the Hebrews endure 
hard labor as slaves of the Egyptians. We can’t speculate too much on those years, but we do know that 
when Moses sees an Egyptian beating a Hebrew he feels incensed by this, and wants to do something 
about the situation. He knows that he is a Hebrew himself, and yet he’s not a Hebrew in terms of 
upbringing or life opportunity. Perhaps that’s why he acts so recklessly – almost trying too hard to 
identify himself with ‘his people’. 
 
When he encounters two Hebrews fighting and tries to sort out the fight, he receives quite the rebuke: 
‘who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking of killing me like you killed that Egyptian?’ Of 
course, one day, God will make him exactly ruler and judge over the people. But his longing to be what 
he is not means that at the moment he is inserting himself where he is not wanted, does not belong and 
is not qualified. Quite a contrast to when God will call the mature Moses to leadership and Moses will 
recognize precisely his lack of suitability and try his hardest to walk away. 
 
Moses marries Zipporah, daughter of a priest of Midian, in exile in Midian, and they have a child. Moses 
calls him Gershom, because ‘I have become a foreigner in a foreign land’; we discover in chapter 18 that 
their second son ‘Eliezer’ is so called because God ‘rescued him from Pharoah’s sword’. Moses’ identity 
is forged by his history – of failure, marked by a narrow escape from execution and the effective exile 
that requires him to live as stranger in a strange land. 
 

1) It’s very unlikely that you’ve ever been quite as much of a failure as Moses was. However, 
sometimes things do go badly. When have things gone badly in your life – perhaps so badly that 
the rest of your life afterwards was shaped by that experience? What do you think God might 
have been trying to shape in you through that? 
 

2) When have you really wanted to belong to a group and not fitted in? Do you relate to the way in 
which Moses reacts to the situation with the two Hebrews who are fighting? What do you think 
of their response? 
 

3) The very first thing we learn about the adult Moses is that he is a murderer. But we know that 
he will become one of the great heroes of the faith and one of the greatest leaders of God’s 
people. Do you ever write yourself or others off as ‘disqualified’ for particular roles? Would you 
have disqualified Moses? 

 
 
  



2. Burning Bush – Exodus 3:1-14 (September 23rd sermon) 
 
Moses is a very strange pick for a leader – he has neither the moral character (there’s a reason why he’s 
in effective exile) nor the skills required for the job. We’ll find out later that he claims vehemently that 
he cannot speak in public and so God provides Aaron to do his speaking for him. He is certainly not 
representative of the people – having spent his few years with the Israelites in isolated grandeur with 
Pharoah’s household. If you were looking at his resume as a potential presidential candidate, you’d look 
at ‘murderer’, ‘can’t communicate’ and ‘raised in a foreign culture’ and put his application straight on 
the reject pile. How fortunate we are that God’s call and purpose exceeds our human limitations. 
 
The sight that Moses sees is indeed a strange one – a bush on fire and yet not burned up. He hears God 
call to him from within the bush and call him to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt. He does not say 
‘of course, I’d love to – thanks for the opportunity.’ He responds with clear doubt about his own ability: 
‘Who am I?’ 
 
The question of who Moses is in this passage is of course dwarfed by the revelation of who the LORD is. 
‘I am who I am’. God’s complete self-sufficiency is the basis of Moses’ call. God’s call and his purposes 
are not dependent of who Moses is, but on who God is. 
 

1) What ‘burning bush’ moments (if any) have there been in your life. Think about any times when 
God seemed extraordinarily present. What did you learn from such an experience? 
 

2) When we face challenges in life, we’re more tempted to ask ‘who am I, am I up to this?’ than to 
ask ‘who is God? Can He do this?’. What do we learn from this story? 
 

3) What has God called you to do in the past, and where do you feel that he is calling you at the 
moment? How do you feel about what God seems to be asking of you? 

 
  



3. Opposition – Exodus 5:1-9, 19-23 (September 30th sermon) 
 
Moses goes to Pharaoh with the message that God has given him and it is not received warmly to say 
the least! Pharaoh reacts to this request to let the people of Israel leave Egypt to go and worship God in 
the wilderness is exactly the way you might have  predicted. Not just a ‘no’, but repercussions as a 
consequence of the request. Think of the history of the civil rights movement in the US to get the 
picture of how that works. 
 
The repercussions – they have to gather their own straw for brick manufacture while keeping the quota 
of brick the same – are harsh. The Hebrew overseers cannot manage the new demands and so are 
beaten. For a people already enslaved, the new conditions are intolerable. It seems as if there is indeed 
‘a sword in Pharaoh’s hand’ to put these overseers to death. Whose fault is it? The blame is landed 
squarely at the feet of Moses the leader – ‘May the Lord look on you and judge you’, they say – it’s all 
your fault. It’s the first on many, many occasions throughout the book of Exodus where Moses will be 
blamed when things go badly. 
 
Moses’ reaction is interesting. Here, and every time Moses faces the wrath of the Israelites, he reacts 
the same way. He takes the complaint straight to God. The people complain to Moses; Moses complains 
to God. Moses could have tried to defend himself: ‘It wasn’t my idea in the first place…’ or ‘you agreed 
with me that we were going to do this’ – but he doesn’t. He could have tried to problem solve: ‘Let’s 
figure out how to solve this…’. He does neither. His first instinct is to lay the problem straight at God’s 
feet. It’s not a bad instinct to have. 
 

1) Often when things change they seem to get worse before they get better. Has that ever been 
the case for you? What enabled you to keep going, or did you just give up? 
 

2) How does Moses’ clear sense of calling by God serve him in this story?  
 

3) How do you react to crisis? Does Moses have anything to teach you? What do you think of 
Moses’ reaction to God as model for prayer? 

  



4. Passover – Exodus 12:1-14 (October 7th sermon)  
 
Pharaoh does not want to let the Israelites journey into the desert, and Moses is not persuaded of his 
ability to change Pharaoh’s mind. So the Lord gives him a series of signs – first a staff that becomes a 
snake and then a series of plagues. The plagues quickly become a sign that the Egyptian magicians 
recognize as the ‘finger of God’. They think Pharaoh should pay attention. But although Pharaoh does 
decide on a number of these occasions to let the Israelites go, he changes his mind each time and his 
heart becomes hard. The last plague is to be the death of every first born son in Egypt – and this passage 
describes how Israelites are to prepare for it. They will each bring a perfect lamb and slaughter it on the 
fourteenth day of the month. The blood on the door frames of the Israelite houses will be a sign for 
those houses to be passed over. The lambs will be eaten with the people dressed ready to go, and this 
day will be celebrated among the people as a lasting ordinance. 
 
The resonance with Christian worship and our celebration of the Eucharist is immediate and powerful. 
The Passover is the meal that Jesus is celebrating with his disciples at the last supper, when he takes the 
bread and cup and declares ‘my body’, ‘my blood’. Paul will encourage the church in Corinth: ‘Christ our 
Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us, therefore let us keep the feast…’ 
 
Passover is the day the people will remember forever when God’s action brought his people out of 
slavery. For Moses – this involves the death of a spotless lamb; for us the death of God’s only begotten 
son. 
 

1) Why do you think that it is important for the people of Israel to ‘remember this as a lasting 
ordinance’? What are the things that we remember regularly, and how do they shape our 
understanding of the faith? 
 

2) The Passover marks the beginning of the deliverance of the people from slavery. After this night, 
although they will not yet be in the promised land, they will never again be enslaved. Jesus’ 
death also bring a freedom from slavery – bondage to sin. How do you need to live into that 
freedom today? 
 

3) How does this story of the Passover help us to better understand the Eucharist? 
 
 

  



5. Red Sea – Exodus 14:5-14 (October 14th sermon) 
 
Pharaoh, having let the people go, changes his mind once again. And so begins a hot pursuit into the 
wilderness; the people of Israel are chased and nearly caught by the Egyptian army. Again, the people of 
Israel complain to Moses. Moses assures them of the Lord’s deliverance, and the Lord instructs Moses to 
raise his staff and part the Red Sea. Once the people of Israel have crossed over, the sea goes back in its 
place and the Egyptian army is destroyed. 
 
The people of Israel, discover (again) that God is able to save them. They don’t trust that he can – their 
response to the crisis is simple despair and blame of Moses. But the Lord comes through for them and 
shows that He is powerful to rescue them from an impossible situation. Even though the people of Israel 
have no faith, Moses is unwavering. He responds immediately to them that the Lord will fight for them 
and they need only ‘to be still.’ There is nothing that the people can bring that will add to, or be a 
requirement of, God’s ability to save. 
 
If the Passover is a type of the Eucharist, then the crossing of the Red Sea is a type of Baptism. We recall 
that in baptism we are brought over from death to life. 
 

1) Have you ever felt that life had overtaken you to a point where it was entirely hopeless? What 
did you do? Did you cry out to God? Complain? Despair? How does this passage speak to that 
time? 
 

2) Why do you think that Moses is able to answer the people so positively? What gives him that 
confidence in God’s ability to save, and does his example encourage you? 

 
3) When are you tempted to grumble or complain? What would stop you? 

 
 
  



6. Provision in the Wilderness – Exodus 16:1-18 (October 21st sermon) 
 
No sooner than the people of Israel have celebrated the deliverance at the Red Sea they begin to 
complain again. First, the water they find is bitter – God shows Moses how to make it sweet. Then, in 
the desert, they complain about the lack of food. In Egypt, they say, we ‘sat round pots of meat and ate 
all the food we wanted’. That may well be an exaggeration of how wonderful the conditions were in 
slavery in Egypt. But memory is wont to do that when our current circumstances don’t seem favorable. 
As soon as things get tough, they would much rather trade following the Lord and swap it for their 
previous bondage. 
 
The provision of ‘bread from heaven’ (verse 4) provides the Israelites just what they need for each day. 
On the sixth day they are provided twice as much, so that there is no need to gather on the Sabbath. 
Those who tried to save some on other days discovered that it would spoil by morning – but when they 
saved the Sabbath portion it was just fine. They discovered that the Lord provided them their ‘daily 
bread’ – but not bread for hoarding. They had to trust God each and every day for that day’s provision. 
 
Along with quail in the evening, and another story of provision of water from a rock in the following 
chapter, we learn that God is able to take care of his people’s needs. Again, in the gospels, we find Jesus 
describing himself as the fulfillment of this revelation of a God who provides his people bread from 
heaven. ‘Don’t work for food that spoils’, says Jesus in John ch. 6, ‘but for food that endures to eternal 
life.’ And: ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never be hungry, and he who believes in me 
will never be thirsty.’ 
 

1) When the going gets tough, is your inclination to dig into the Lord’s provision to take you 
through the difficultly – or are you more likely to want to go back to the previous state of safety 
– even if that was in bondage to sin? Have you done both? 
 

2) How has God met your needs? Perhaps take a little time to write down a list of the things that 
you are grateful that you have. 
 

3) How does faith in Jesus exceed even the practical provision of our ‘daily bread’ that God 
provides for us? 

 
 
  



7. Power of Prayer – Exodus 17:8-16 (October 28th sermon) 
 
The people of Israel have enough trouble facing the practical challenges of survival in the desert. They 
now face attack from outside. They are attacked by the Amalekites and face destruction unless they can 
prevail against them when they go out to fight. Moses appoint the young leader Joshua to go and select 
an army. He himself has other plans. He is headed to the top of the hill with the staff of God in his 
hands. 
 
No doubt the practical planning of the conflict – the appointment of Joshua and his work in recruiting 
men to fight and leading them – is essential in the story of how the battle is won. But, the more 
essential part in winning this battle is played by an old man with a staff on a hillside at some distance 
from the actual fighting. The account makes it quite clear that when Moses has his staff raised the 
Israelites are winning, and when he lacks the strength, the Amalekites are winning. It takes Aaron and 
Hur to stand with him, so that with their support Moses can have his hands lifted to the throne of the 
Lord and the battle can be won. 
 
I find the note in verse 14 fascinating. The Lord instructs that this account is to be written down so that 
it will be remembered and that Moses is to ‘make sure that Joshua hears it’. Why? Well, without this 
account it would have been very easy for Joshua to believe that success came entirely because of his 
skills as a military leader. It’s a lesson that will stick with Joshua – when they scout out the land later in 
the journey (Numbers 13 & 14) they discover that the military force there is overwhelming and they 
have no human chance of success. All the scout declare that success is impossible – except for Joshua 
and Caleb – who understand that their success entirely depends on the Lord. 
 

1) Do you tend to leap to solve your problems before bringing them to God in prayer? What does 
this story teach you about the solution to even very practical difficulties in life? 
 

2) Does it help when you have other people to stand with you in prayer? How can we support one 
another in our spiritual struggles? 
 

3) When has God acted in your life in response to your lifting up your hands before Him? 
  



8. Leadership Advice – Exodus 18:13-27 (November 4th sermon) 
 
Moses has been in the wilderness without his wife and children. He must have missed them. Jethro, his 
father-in-law, brings them out to join him and the two of them have the chance to catch up. He’s 
impressed by all that the Lord has done for Israel; and hearing Moses’ testimony declares that the Lord 
is greater than all other gods and bring sacrifices to worship the God of Israel. 
 
Jethro might be impressed with Moses’ faith and with the good things the Lord has done for Israel, but 
he’s not so impressed with Moses’ leadership abilities. Moses is serving as the single judge for all the 
people. Jethro quickly sees that this is only going to lead to burn out for Moses and frustration for the 
people. Moses didn’t see it. He just saw the people coming to him to seek God’s will. He knew he was 
God’s representative to the people and so he got on with serving as best he could. Jethro’s response is 
‘What you are doing is not good’. At one level that seems very harsh. What Moses is doing is certainly 
‘good’ – he’s spending his energy dawn to dusk helping an endless stream of people. Jethro’s insight is 
right on point, though. Moses is not responsible just for the next case he hears – he is responsible for 
every case and for every person in the Israelite community. Trying to do it all himself is not good. 
 
Jethro suggests a plan – select officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens and have them judge 
all the more straightforward cases. Cases that are difficult can be brought to Moses. Moses is to teach 
these leaders all the decrees and laws, explain the moral example they are to set and to lay out their 
responsibilities for them. Moses is to run Israel’s first law school and he will personally become the 
nation’s first supreme court. In many ways this job is much more complex than simply hearing one case 
after another, but Moses grasps what needs to be done. 
 
Moses puts this plan in place. It must have taken a great effort to recruit and train all these leaders, but 
the system that is put in place is sustainable and capable of providing leadership for the whole nation. 
 

1) What has God given you responsibility for? Are there other people who helped equip and train 
you for that responsibility, and are there people for you to help and train? 
 

2) Paul the apostle was encouraged by Barnabas and personally encouraged Timothy. It’s been said 
that everyone should have a Barnabas and a Timothy – someone who will encourage you in the 
faith and someone who you can encourage. Who would yours be? 
 

3) Has God entrusted you with any leadership roles? How does this passage speak to the 
leadership that you are involved with? 

  



9. The Covenant – Exodus 24 (November 11th sermon) 
 
After the defeat of the Amalekites and the visit from Jethro, the people move on from Rephidim and 
arrive in the Sinai desert. Here the Lord calls to him from the mountain and God speaks to him and gives 
him laws for the people. This becomes the Book of the Covenant, which Moses reads to the people in 
chapter 24. The Covenant is made with the blood of sacrificed animals coupled with a promised 
agreement: ‘we will do everything the Lord has said’. We have chosen in this series to focus on the 
narrative parts of Moses’ story and not on the laws that are given on Mount Sinai – but most of Leviticus 
and Deuteronomy and half of Exodus and Numbers are dedicated to recording the law – so there is 
plenty to study and dig into. Here, it is enough to realize that a sacred contract is being struck with the 
people promising obedience to the law as their part of the deal. 
 
The six days of waiting, followed by an encounter with God on top of the mountain foreshadows the 
transfiguration of Jesus. For Christians, the Covenant made in Jesus’ blood is a fulfillment of the 
covenant made by Moses on Sinai. The writer to the Hebrews tells us that all the complicated 
requirements of the sacrificial system laid out in Exodus have been set aside by the completed sacrifice 
of Jesus. Jesus himself describes his death as the making of a covenant at the last supper, when he takes 
the cup that follows the supper and says ‘this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out 
for you.’ 
 

1) Is it helpful to know the right and wrong things to do? How did the covenant on Mount Sinai 
help the people in their relationship with God? 
 

2) If participation in the Mosaic covenant was through obedience to the Old Testament law, how 
do we live within the ‘New Covenant’ made in Jesus’ blood? 
 

3) Do you struggle to live faithfully as a Jesus follower? What helps you to stay living as a member 
of his covenant people? 

 
 
  



10. Face to Face with God – Exodus 33:7-19 (November 18th sermon) 
 
The extraordinary blessings of God’s revelation of himself to the people through Moses is only matched 
by the terrible incident of the Golden Calf. Moses is gone too long, and the people fashion themselves 
an idol to worship. At the beginning of chapter 33 the Lord tells Moses to go into the land – but the Lord 
is not going, because they are a ‘stiff-necked’ people. Moses tells the Lord, that if the Lord’s presence 
does not go with them, He should not send them from there. How will anyone know they are the Lord’s 
people unless the Lord goes with them? 
 
This conversation is immediately followed by Moses’ request to see the Lord’s glory. God reveals himself 
as the one who ‘will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and will have compassion on whom I will 
have compassions.’ Moses is described in this passage as speaking face to face with the Lord, ‘as a man 
speaks with his friend’.  
 
Moses must certainly have been thrilled to receive all the laws from God to help the people know how 
to live faithfully. But, when he asks the Lord for something, he asks for the Lord’s presence or for a 
revelation of his glory. It’s God himself, not his instructions or provision that Moses longs for. When Paul 
tells the Corinthian church about the glory of the new covenant, he reminds them of the way in which 
the Israelites could not even look at Moses after he had been with the Lord, because the reflected glory 
was too powerful. A veil was put over Moses face in order to spare the people. But, in Christ, says Paul, 
we have that veil taken away. Each of us ‘with unveiled faces reflect the Lord’s glory’ and ‘are being 
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory.’ (2 Cor 3:18) 
 

1) When you come before God in prayer, do you come to learn more about his will for your life; or 
to seek his provision for the things that you need; or just to seek his face? What is the 
difference? 
 

2) Have you ever had an overwhelming experience of the presence of God? What happened? If 
not, listen to the stories of those within your group or church family who have. 
 

3) Why does Moses seek the Lord’s presence and glory, and not just a promise that God will take 
care of them? 

 


