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Generous Living

One of my favorite things at Good Samaritan is when we come 
together as a church family and offer our pledges for the coming 
year. The stream of households coming forward in one long line to 
offer their pledges at the altar is profoundly moving. It expresses 
something powerful about our common life and our common mis-
sion. Responding to God on the Sunday that follows Thanksgiving 
seems great timing to me. It’s in response to the knowledge that 
it all comes from Him that we gratefully respond with generosity 
to the generosity of God’s grace at work in us.

Over the next few weeks we will hear some personal stories 
of giving in the lives of three of our parishioners. It’s always an 
encouragement to me to learn from and be inspired by the example 
of others, and I’m grateful for those who are willing to share their 
stories so that I can be built up. It strikes me that every time I hear 
stories of generosity from people it reminds me that generous 
living is an attractive thing to hear about, and I long for God to 
deepen that ability to live generously in my own life.

Our generosity is a response to God’s generosity – or God’s 
grace – to us. “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that 
you by his poverty might become rich.” (1 Corinthians 8:9) Grace 
is not a transaction but a free gift. Jesus’ incarnation and death on 
a cross were not conditional on human gratitude or response but 
were freely given. Grace received leads to grace given. And when 
we know and love the Giver, we know He is able to meet our needs. 
When you know that your father owns the cattle on a thousand 
hills, the prospect of giving becomes a lot easier.

Our financial generosity is first and foremost worship – it’s an 
acknowledgement of who God is and that He is the source of all we 
have in the first place. It’s why the people of Israel were instructed 
to bring the ‘first-fruits’ to God and not the ‘last-fruits’ (or ‘left-
over-fruits’). It reminds me of my dependence on God and of God’s 
rule in my life. Such an expression is right at the heart of worship. 
When King David collects the offering for the construction of the 
temple, he expresses wonder that the people are able to offer such 
generosity: for ‘all things come from you, and of your own have 
we given you.’ (1 Chronicles 29:14)

Generosity is a key spiritual discipline. The three key aspects 
of healthy personal spirituality that Jesus describes in Matthew 
chapter 6 of giving, praying and fasting. The list begins and ends 
with giving. David Roseberry (in a good book: ‘Giving Up’) notes 
that the Ten Commandments get progressively harder to keep. 
Murder – doing okay, adultery – got a handle on that. But when 
we get to ‘don’t covet’ it suddenly impacts each one of us. Greed 
is ubiquitous. We’re programmed to want. His suggestion is that 
it’s easier to replace a vice with a virtue than to simply try and get 
rid of the vice. The appropriate virtue to get greed under control 
is generosity. And when God’s grace works generosity in us, our 
lives are transformed and our community begins to see the power 
of the gospel transforming us.

The apostle Paul warns us of the danger of always wanting 
more. The ‘love of money’, he says, ‘is a root of all kinds of evils’ – 
whereas ‘godliness with contentment is great gain – we brought 
nothing into the world and we cannot take anything out.’ Those 
of us who have been given much in this present age, are ‘not to 
set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who 
richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to do good, 
to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus 
storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the 
future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.’ (1 
Peter 6, excerpts from 6-19)

Take the opportunity of these few weeks to be thankful for 
what God has given you. Our daily bread, shelter and clothing. 
In that gratitude, I discover the secret of contentment, and I pray 
that God might give that grace to each one of us. And we will ask 
for the Holy Spirit to guide us in our response to God’s grace that 
works in our lives. Our ‘Pledge Sunday’ on November 25 is only 
one small part of that – all of our life, work, family, time, wealth 
– all of it is God’s and we pray for the wisdom and grace to use all 
of it as living worship to Him. 

Richard Morgan

November 25 - Pledge Sunday
Combined Service @ 10:30am
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Men’s Retreat
by George Scheffey

The relaxing atmosphere at Black Rock Retreat Center 
was the backdrop for this year’s Men’s Retreat held October 
12 - 14. Twenty-four men, six of them first-timers, engaged 
with each other and retreat leader Dave Wiedis on the topic 
of “Ruling Passions.” We examined the roots of why we do 
what we do, how idols of your heart can sabotage the things 
we hold dear...we reflected and learned how to respond to 
our ruling passions, and about God’s desire for healing and 
redemption in us. It wasn’t all serious though; there was 
plenty of time to get to know one another better and enjoy 
the beautiful surroundings!

Dave Wiedis of Serving Leaders Ministry

Time for worship during the retreat

Hiking along the Octorara River

Please join us for an Advent Quiet Morning
Guided by John & Nina Whitnah

Saturday, December 1
9:00am-11:30pm in the chapel

Open to Everyone: women, men, parishioners, guests
Questions? Contact GoodSamInsight@gmail.com

Save the Date!
March 30-31, 2019

2019 InSight Women’s Retreat
at the Historic Flanders Hotel

Strengthened through the Holy Spirit – 
Rooted and grounded in the love of Christ

… and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 
that you may be filled  

with all the fullness of God… Ephesians 3:19
Guided by 

insightful and gifted Author and Speaker 

Amy Julia Becker
To purchase books  

or find out more about our speaker,  
visit www.amyjuliabecker.com
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Music Notes
by Richard Zuch, Director of Music

November is a month marked by remembrances. Novem-
ber 1 is All Saints Day where we remember and celebrate the 
lives of all the saints, known and unknown. November 2 is 
All Souls Day where, traditionally, the lives of all the faithful 
departed are honored. We will be remembering our loved 
ones, now rejoicing in God’s presence, on Sunday, November 
4 in the hymns and anthems on that day. Our anthem will 
be an arrangement of “Abide with Me,” which asks for God’s 
continual presence both throughout our life and as we pass 
from this life to the next. The communion motet will be a 
beautiful piece for choir and cello. The words are, “Happy 
and blest are they who have endured, for, though the body 
dies, the soul shall live forever.”

This coming Veterans’ Day, Sunday, November 11, marks 
the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I. This “war to 
end all wars” was one of the deadliest in human history, tak-
ing about 9 million military lives and 7 million civilian lives. 
It is also thought to be a contributing factor in the ensuing 
influenza epidemic that took another 50 to 100 million lives 
worldwide. Our anthem on that day will be an arrangement 
of “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”, also known as the Navy 
Hymn. The communion motet will be the “Dona nobis pa-
cem” from a mass by Franz Joseph Haydn. The words are very 
simply “Grant us Thy peace.”

December is a month of preparation and celebration. On 
Saturday, December 1, at 6:30pm the Good Samaritan Dance 
Choirs will present their annual Christmas program. On Sun-
day, December 2, at 4:00pm we will have a special service of 
Advent Lessons and Carols. This service will include lessons 
pertaining to the promised coming of the Messiah and Jesus’ 
return. It will be a wonderful way to celebrate the Advent 
season and prepare for the celebration of Christmas!

There are several other ensembles presenting Christmas 
programs at the church in December. They are all listed on 
the church calendar as well as in the music brochure now 
available at the church.

Clifford comes to the Day School Book Fair!
The Good Samaritan Day School Book Fair and Open 

House was an extremely successful event; parents and teachers 
were able to purchase books for gifts, for themselves and of 
course for the Day School Library. Many thanks to all who 
participated.

Please put this on your calendars!
By the Grace of God  

and with the consent of the People,

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Daniel G. P. Gutiérrez  
Sixteenth Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania

will ordain

Rev. Benjamin Capps 
to the Sacred Order of Priests  

in Christ’s One Holy and Apostolic Church

Friday, December 14, 2018 at 6:30pm 
Church of the Good Samaritan 

212 West Lancaster Avenue, Paoli, PA

A reception in Ashton Hall  
will follow the service.
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November Family Fest 
An Advent art workshop for the whole family! All ages are 

welcome. Kim Williams will guide our time as we create art 
together and reflect on the upcoming season of Advent. Some 
pieces may be chosen to be put on display in the sanctuary 
throughout the season. 

Saturday, November 17, 1:00pm–4:00pm, Walton Hall

RSVP tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org

Relationship Refresh
A practical workshop for getting to know yourself and 

your partner at a deeper level to break free from the stuck 
places to a deeper connection. Led by Cheryl Sparks, PhD.

Friday, February 1  6:30pm-9:00pm, Includes dinner 

Saturday, February 2  9:30am-3:30pm Includes lunch

SAVE THE DATES - details to come!

Thursday, November 8, 7:00-9:00pm

Starbucks (123 W. Lancaster Ave., Paoli)
Come join us for some good ol’ fashioned,  

face to face, connect and share life together time.

Advent Family Service 
Saturday, December 8 

10:00am-11:30am, Ashton Hall

Parents Day Out will follow 
11:45am–2:30pm / details to come
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Good Sam Food Closet
Thanksgiving and Christmas Meal Baskets: For $30 per 

meal, you can help the Food Closet provide an entire holiday 
meal to families in our community. We anticipate distributing 
meals to approximately 140 families (280 entire dinners) for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. The distributions will take place 
on Saturday, November 17 and December 15, respectively. 
Thank you for your prayers and for whatever you are able to 
share. You can indicate your donation is for the Food Closet by 
making a note on your check, putting a note on the envelope 
or selecting Food Closet at online giving.

Food Closet Volunteers: The Food Closet ministry is 
looking for additional volunteers for some specific roles. We 
would like to identify some folks to join our acquisition and 
inventory team to periodically acquire meat and frozen food, 
an activity which can be done on a relatively flexible sched-
ule. We also are looking for folks to be on the team who set 
up the Food Closet inventory for our distributions. Also, we 
would like to identify individuals or pairs of folks interested 
in periodically organizing hospitality offerings for our Thurs-
day morning or evening distributions. If you are curious or 
interested, we'd love to talk with you! Please just email us at 
foodcloset@good-samaritan.org so we can connect! Thank 
you for your support and interest!

November Book Club
6:30pm November 13 at Annette Toebe's

We are meeting a week early due to Thanksgiving.
Book: The Glassblower by Petra Durst-Benning

“In the village of Lauscha in Germany, things have been 
done the same way for centuries. The men blow the glass, and 
the women decorate and pack it. 

But when Joost Steinmann passes away unexpectedly one 
September night, his three daughters must learn to fend for 
themselves. While feisty Johanna takes a practical approach 
to looking for work, Ruth follows her heart, aiming to catch 
the eye of a handsome young villager. 

But it is dreamy, quiet Marie who has always been the most 
captivated by the magic—and sparkling possibilities—of the 
craft of glassblowing. 

As the spirited sisters work together to forge a brighter 
future for themselves on their own terms, they learn not 
only how to thrive in a man’s world, but how to remain true 
to themselves—and their hearts—in the process.”  Review 
from goodreads

We will have a German Dinner at this book club. Please 
call Annette (610-952-5330) to let her know you are interested 
in coming.

Some of the Book Club Members at the October gathering



November 2018 Events Calendar
November 4
Daylight Saving Time ends

November 7
Retired & Refired

November 8
Parent Pop Up @ Starbucks

November 9
HELPS Chili Dinner Fundraiser

November 14
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

November 17
Caregivers Support Group

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

November 17
Family Fest / Art workshop

November 18
Brandywine Singers Concert

November 21
Retired & Refired

November 22
Thanksgiving

November 25 - Pledge Sunday
Combined Service @ 10:30am

November 28
Praxis 


