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I was recently reminded that there are more than 
fifty verses in the New Testament that include the 
phrase “one another” or “each other.” Here are a 
few: love each other, pray for each other, bear one 
another’s burdens, accept one another, be devoted 
to each other, forgive each other, serve each other, 
submit to each other, greet each other, encourage 
and build up one another, be devoted to each other.

This list is only a partial sampling of God’s 
desires for how the church should be relationally 
connected. I believe these ancient words in the 
Scriptures are still applicable and relevant to-
day. Certainly, one of the best contexts for us to 
demonstrate and develop these characteristics is 
in small groups. Our Christian life includes both a 
commitment to Christ and a commitment to other 
Christians. Put another way, the Biblical concept of 
fellowship is being as committed to each other as 
we are to Jesus Christ and small groups gathering 
regularly is a great way to grow in our faith. 

In my personal experience, I have been deeply 
and profoundly enriched by participating in vari-
ous small groups over the years. In high school, our 
Young Life leader met with a group of guys every 
week before school started for a time of Bible study, 
prayer, and sharing life. 

When I was in college, three other guys and I met 
together weekly, and each of us led another group. 

Shortly after Nina and I got married, we joined 
a large Episcopal church in Northern Virginia 
that had a number of neighborhood-based home 
groups. We met weekly with an inter-generational 
group; our group had parents of young children 
(like us at the time), parents of teenagers, single, 
divorced, and empty-nesters. 

We had people brand new to the faith as well as 
those mature in faith. We walked with each other 
in celebrating wonderful blessings and cried with 
each other over difficulties and tragedies in life. This 
group was also the context where I began to articu-
late a sense of God calling me to pursue ordination 
in the Episcopal church. To receive the affirmation 
and support of that group was a profound encour-
agement as we accepted the calling and embarked 
on that adventure. 

In my experience as a pastor in several churches 
over my 28 years of ordained ministry, I have seen 
how critically important small groups are to individ-
uals, to couples, to families and to the overall health of 
every local church. That is certainly true at Good Sam 
as well. I am delighted to know that we already have 
more than 20 groups that meet regularly all over the 
area on almost every day of the week. Some are close 
to maximum size and others could use a few more 
participants. I am also aware that there are many of 
us that are not currently in a small group. 

As we seek to be a more relationally connected 
church, I would be delighted to see several new 
groups started so that more people can experience 
the joy and blessing of deep and profound fellow-
ship. I would love to see more groups started all over 
the area: Phoenixville, Media, Downingtown, West 
Chester, and Ardmore come to mind. How about 
a group that meets downtown for those working 
there? There are multiple possibilities; perhaps God 
is nudging you to participate in an existing group. 
Or, maybe God is calling you to host and/or facilitate 
a new group. 

Please contact me (john.whitnah@good-samaritan.
org) or Jeanne Lomanno (jeanne.lomanno@good-sa-
maritan.org) in the church office to get the ball rolling. 

by Fr. John Whitnah
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Come join us for a 90-minute Parenting Class  
by Lisa Corcoran

www.parentingplaybook.net

October 12, 19, 26 from 6-8pm in Ashton Hall

Pizza and salad for parents 
Childcare and pizza for children

$125 per couple / $80 individual 
Books will be available for purchase

Scholarships available

New 2018 Topics:

•Four Goals of Misbehavior
•Raising Respectful Kids

•Knowing Your Strengths and  
Weaknesses as a Parent

Questions? Contact Barb Condit 
barb.condit@good-samaritan.org / 610-644-6181

Sponsored by Good Samaritan Day School & Church of the Good Samaritan

Some of the more than 300 parishioners who enjoyed 
the food and fellowship at the annual pancake breakfast 
served by the Men’s Ministry and Boy Scout Troop 106 
on September 9. 

Thanks to the generous donations, approximately 
$300 was raised for scholarships for the Men’s Retreat. 
Thank you!

Join us on Saturday, October 13 from 10:30am-
12:30pm at Green Tree Park in Malvern for BYO Pump-
kin Painting. You bring the pumpkin, we’ll bring the 
paint.

No RSVP required, just show up! Bring your pump-
kin, some friends and whatever else you’d like to enjoy 
a couple of hours at the park. Hope to see you there!

2018 Fall Kick Off Pancake Breakfast

Please put this on your calendars!
By the Grace of God  

and with the consent of the People,

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Daniel G. P. Gutiérrez  
Sixteenth Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania

will ordain

Rev. Benjamin Capps 
to the Sacred Order of Priests  

in Christ’s One Holy and Apostolic Church

Friday, December 14, 2018 at 5:00pm 
Church of the Good Samaritan 

212 West Lancaster Avenue, Paoli, PA

A reception in Ashton Hall  
will follow the service.
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Walking the Mourner’s Path
by Susan Starke, Parish Nurse

Reminder: Our first class is Monday, October 1! 
Please let Susan Starke know if you hope to attend. 
610-644-4040 x 207 / susan.starke@good-samaritan.org

Meals Ministry:  
Looking for More Good Cooks 

or Takeout Suppliers!! 
Meals ministry has become a very active outreach to 

parishioners in need of prepared meals as they face the 
additional strains of a new illness, a loss, a traumatic 
change – or a new family member! Our volunteers are 
doing a great job; we are hoping to expand the list of 
people willing to be on our list of meal suppliers. Our 
goal is to have enough volunteers so that each meal 
maker would be called on only every two to three 
months. Kathy Campbell and Susan Starke are willing 
to deliver the meals if needed.

Meals can be homemade or supplied through the 
many options we have for prepared meals in our com-
munity. There is a fund available to reimburse expenses. We 
would appreciate your participation, whatever your 
time constraints will allow.

If you are interested or have any questions, please 
contact Kathy Campbell (610-647-7087), or Susan 
Starke, Parish Nurse (610-644-4040 x207 / susan.
starke@good-samaritan.org)

2018 Men’s Retreat
October 12 - 14

Ruling Passions
How the Idols of Your Heart Can

Sabotage Your Life, Relationships,
Career and Ministry

Led by Dave Wiedis, ServingLeaders Ministry
Black Rock Retreat

1345 Kirkwood Pike, Quarryville, PA
Register online at good-samaritan.org/events

What one person said about “Ruling Passions:”

“We are a busy family of six, but when my dear 
husband came home from the “Ruling Passions” retreat 
and wanted to sit and talk, I listened. Dave helped 
him to unlock how a long string of childhood hurts 
have unconsciously ruled his attitudes and behaviors 
toward others ever since. Now that he has made that 
connection, he is able to commit himself to the Lord’s 
transformative work in his relationships. He is expe-
riencing a freedom he has never had before and it is 
positively affecting our entire family.” - Megan

5 Meals: 
Saturday breakfast through Sunday lunch 

Bunk Cabin 
(5 bunk beds and 1 bathroom) $140

Retreat Center double occupancy room 
$250pp 

Scholarships available  
(No cost to college students)

Friday evening
(dinner on your own)
1st gathering 8:30pm

Contact: 
mensministry@good-samaritan.org
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Women’s Half-day Retreat and 
Fellowship Luncheon

Saturday, October 27, 2018
Gifted Speaker and former parishioner 

Alysia Yates
Cultivating Depth In a “Me First” World

I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener
John 15:1

Where: Church of the Good Samaritan Chapel
When: 9am to 1pm

Childcare is available by reservation - $10 per family
Register online at good-samaritan.org/events

by October 22
Questions contact GoodSamInsight@gmail.com

Thursday, November 8, 7-9pm

Starbucks (123 W. Lancaster Ave., Paoli)
Come join us for some good ol’ fashioned,  

face to face, connect and share life together time.

We are still in need of Sunday School teachers!

Please consider joining our team if you’d like to:
• Experience the joy of being with  

   and learning from children
•Meet new people

•Grow in faith
•Make a difference in a child’s life

Contact Tracy Defina tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org

Water Mission Walk for Water

October 6 @ Paoli Presbyterian  
during the Paoli Blues Fest 

Register to walk/donate
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Greetings Family and Friends!

Fall semester 2018 is off and running— and there is 
already so much to share! Libby and I moved into our 
new home. Our pets are settling into a new space and 
a new routine. And I am finally on campus, which in-
vites questions. And it is predominantly this question: 
“Why are you here?” 

It is a fair question. I am not an Eastern University 
faculty member or staff, and it is very obvious that I 
am not a typical undergraduate student. What would 
a thirty-year-old man be doing on a first-year student 
camping trip? Or in the cafe on campus? “Why are 
you here?”

I am reminded of Jesus’ encounter with the Samar-
itan woman in John 4. She asks Jesus “How do you, a 
Jew, ask me, a woman of Samaria, for a drink?” It is a 
question that stems from uncertainty and more than a 
dash of suspicion. Her unspoken question: “Why are 
you here?” 

“Why Are You Here?”
by Daniel Garrison Edwards

My answer has some routine facts, such as a brief 
description of my role with the CCO and Church of 
the Good Samaritan, as well as an invitation to our 
Wednesday Night Family Dinner gathering. Yet, the 
core of my answer is always “I’m here because I want 
to know you.” The initial response seems to be more 
suspicion, as was the Samaritan woman’s. But the joy 
is that many of the students who asked this question 
still came to our first Family Dinner of the school year, 
and again the following week.  

The invitation to be known breeds both suspicion 
and curiosity, but like Jesus, our desire to know them 
because they bear God’s image dispels that suspicion 
and rewards that curiosity. To paraphrase the Samari-
tan woman when she returned to her village, my prayer 
is that the students I meet return to campus and say to 
their friends “Come, see a group that wants to know all 
about me. Can this be the Church? Can this be Jesus?”

Will you pray with me that our weekly gathering, 
Family Dinner, will continue to be a welcoming space 
where people come to know and be known, and witness 
the transforming love of the Body of Christ?

Thank you all for your interest, prayers and financial 
support. You are integral in the transformation of these 
college students. 

Watching the video series “Light of the World” after Family Dinner

Good Sam CCO crew (and Ben) at Eastern’s Church Day
Kylie Garrety, Derek Murr, Ben Capps and Dan Edwards



October 2018 Events Calendar
October 1
Walking the Mourner’s Path begins

October 3
Retired & Refired

October 5-7 
Breakaway Retreat

October 6
Water Mission Walk for Water 

October 6
Upper Main Line Rotary Octoberfest

October 10
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

October 12
Parenting Class (3 Fridays)

October 12-14
Men’s Retreat with Dave Wiedis

October 17
Retired & Refired

October 20
Caring for Caregivers Monthly Meeting

October 20
Philadelphia Project Fundraiser

October 27
Insight Half-day Retreat & Lunch with Alysia Yates


