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Called Into Relationship
by Benjamin Capps

The Health Resources and Services Department recently reported that a new kind of epidemic has its grip upon on our
world. This is not an epidemic of malaria or smallpox, but rather a new kind of epidemic. This is an epidemic of loneliness.
Loneliness, HRSD reports, is as dangerous a health issue as smoking 15 cigarettes a day. This epidemic is not exclusive to
specific demographics and affects both seniors and young people alike. This epidemic has grown to be such a significant area
of concern in the UK that recently a “Minister of Loneliness” was appointed to address the concerns over this issue of public
health and safety.
One might ask, “But where is the Church in the midst of this epidemic?” and I would suggest that this is the right question
to ask. However, the decrease in Church attendance nationwide has led to fewer people who consider themselves part of a faith
community; the Church at large has lost a good portion of its influence over the status of the population’s social connectedness.
One of the priorities that we have identified as something to lean into more heavily is considering how we are inviting
people into our community. How are we calling our neighbors into the Church, and into a growing relationship with Jesus
Christ? We have our work cut out for us. Many of our neighbors have written off the Church as irrelevant, farfetched, and
pointless at best. However, if we want to have an impact on our community, we must continue to consider how we are inviting
our neighbors out of their loneliness and into relationship.
The purpose of our “Get On Our Lawn” concert series this summer has been to make that invitation easier. To invite our
neighbors out of their living rooms, and onto our lawn. Out of their isolation and into relationship.
As I was considering the implications of what we are doing with “Get On Our Lawn,” I can’t help but think about Zacchaeus.
Yes - you know the one. The wee little man who climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Jesus. The sinner, the tax collector, the
man who everyone grumbled about. Jesus saw Zacchaeus up in his tree, called him out of that tree, and into a relationship
with him. And what happened? Well, first Jesus was criticized for eating with sinners. But after that, Zacchaeus turned his life
around. He was so moved by this encounter with Jesus that his entire life was transformed. This is what we long to do with our
Get On Our Lawn events. To invite our neighbors into relationship with the Church - the body of Christ - that they might,
like Zacchaeus, encounter Jesus. And that their lives will be transformed as well.
Who are the Zacchaeuses in your life? Who’s watching from their sycamore tree? Who do you know that needs to be called
out of their living rooms and onto our lawn? Out of isolation and into relationship? Out of death and into life?
Our next Get On Our Lawn event is September 28 from 5-8pm. We hope to see you and Zacchaeus there.
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Twice is Nice

PlaceMaker Morning Tea
with Christie Purifoy

Fall/Winter Children’s Consignment Sale
September 25 & 26

Saturday, October 26
Walton Hall, Good Samaritan
9:30-11:30am
Please join us for a beautiful and peaceful morning where
we will enjoy hearing Christie Purifoy, author of “Placemaker:
Cultivating Places of Comfort, Beauty and Peace.” Christie
will speak to us about the Holy Pursuit of collaborating with
our Creator to create places where comfort and peace can
take root in our chaotic world.

benefits The Good Samaritan Day School
baby clothing * children’s clothing (up to size 16)
maternity clothing * winter jackets * Christmas outfits
bathing suits * shoes * furniture * strollers * car seats
swings/bouncers * highchairs * dress-up clothes * bedding
diaper bags * sports equipment
videos/DVDs * games * puzzles
books * indoor and outdoor toys
New with Tags, Bargain, & Sports sections, too
Parishioner consignors welcome!
Wednesday, September 25, 9am-3pm and 5pm-8pm
Half-price sale Thursday September 26, 9am-1pm
Ashton Hall
Church of the Good Samaritan
212 W. Lancaster Ave, Paoli
www.goodsamdayschool.org

How can you share in this morning as a Placemaker?
•

•
•

Partner with a friend to host and set a table with your
own or grandmother’s china where attendees will join
you. Host responsibilities include bringing place settings
for 8, tablecloth and napkins and setting up Friday with
co-host. Co-host follows host’s lead, helps create centerpiece, brings coffee/tea and goodies to table from kitchen
during event.
Bake and bring a favorite treat for ten, to share.
Offer to be a part of the clean-up team!*

Contact Annette Toebe (agerbaek6@hotmail) with questions
or to volunteer.
Those who sign up through September 30 receive a $5 discount!
$10 by September 30 / $15 October 1-20
REGISTER

Small Groups

Registration closes October 20!

If you are not currently in a small group and would like
to participate in one, contact John Whitnah 610-644-4040
x212, john.whitnah@good-samaritan.org.
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Good Sam Community Garden Update
by Nina Whitnah

Oh the bounty of a summer garden! We’ve been enjoying
a variety of luscious tomatoes, plenty of kale and chard, multiple cabbages and beets, and flowers galore, especially in the
pollinator garden on the west side of the fenced-in area. Bess
Yates enlisted the help of Boy Scout Great Valley Troop 106 to
prepare the ground, and now all that hard work is paying off.
Here are a few upcoming events that we welcome your
participation in:
First, on Saturday, September 7 at 5pm, we are hosting
another GSCG potluck where gardeners and friends bring a
garden-based dish to share. We will gather at the garden with
blankets, yard games, and yummy food. A main dish and beverages will be provided. For more information, contact Amy
Saal (amy@untuck.com / 215-917-1019) or Nina Whitnah
(nina.whitnah@gmail.com / 860-836-4988).

Insight For Life Women’s Bible Study
A 10-week study of Joshua
After forty years of wandering the desert, the Israelites
finally arrive at the Promised Land. Led by Moses’ courageous successor, Joshua, the people soon discover they must
not only believe God’s promise but also act on his Word. The
book of Joshua offers powerful parallels for believers today,
encouraging us to stay strong in our faith while standing firm
on God’s promises to us.

Second, on Sunday, September 15, from 12:15-1:15pm,
please drop in to an “open house” at the garden, where you
can peruse the individual garden plots and talk with gardeners
about our vision, mission, core values, and plans for the future.

Over these ten weeks together, we will explore:
• Themes of courage under pressure
• Obedience in the face of fear
• God’s calling on our life
• Our Promised Land
• Experiencing God’s rest, and much more!

And finally—and most excitingly—we are pleased to
announce that in the fall we will be hosting “Seed to Supper,
a beginner’s guide to low-cost vegetable gardening.” This program is in conjunction with the Chester County Food Bank,
and it promises to provide excellent educational material as
well as the opportunity to extend hospitality to and cultivate
friendships with folk who may be outside our Good Sam
circle. The five-week course begins Tuesday, September 17; it
will be from 2-4pm in Room 260/261. For more information
and to register, contact Meridith Ridington at mridington@
gmail.com or 610-883-3499.

Woven throughout the twenty-four chapters in this book
are foreshadows of Jesus Christ and a growing yearning for
him to institute a new covenant sealed by his blood.
Be blessed by our two gifted speakers, Bonnie O’Neil and
Alex Burns, and join us on the fascinating journey of Joshua
as he leads the Israelites on the journey into their Promised
Land.
Wednesdays 7:00 to 8:30pm, starting September 18
or
Thursdays 9:30 to 11:30am, starting September 19
Fellowship Kick-off: Enjoy a meal and conversation in the
home of one of the leaders on Wednesday, September 11
at 6:30pm for those attending the evening study or Thursday, September 12 at 9:30am for those attending Thursday
mornings.
Register at good-samaritan.org/events
Questions? Contact GoodSamInsight@gmail.com
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Parenting and Marriage Evenings
Coming This Fall
It’s a Busy Life:
ReCONNECTing the Dots To Family

Alpha Introductory Dinner

On Saturday, October 5, 4-7pm, join us for a conversation
with Amy Lynch, PhD Occupational Therapy and former Day
School Mom, reframing parenting approaches to kids and
family life for reconnecting.

The Alpha Course is a practical introduction to the Christian
faith, where guests have an opportunity to explore the
meaning of life in a relaxed setting. People come from all
backgrounds and viewpoints. Some guests have never been to
church; others may have attended church occasionally, but feel
they never really understood the basics of the Christian faith.

Cost: $30 covers childcare and pizza/salad dinner.

September 15, 6-8pm
Ashton Hall

Relationship Refresh:
Created for Connection
On Saturday, November 2, 4-7pm, join us for an evening
of conversation with Cheryl Sparks, PhD Marriage and
Family Therapy and Good Sam Parishioner, exploring emotions and their powerful part in our relationships for deeper
connections.

The course meets once a week for 10 weeks and includes a
day-long Saturday session. People enjoy good food, laughter,
learning, and discussion in a fun and friendly atmosphere.
No question about life, God, or Jesus’ teaching is too hostile
or too simple. For more information, email Alpha leadership
at alpha@good-samaritan.org or register on the events page
of the website good-samaritan.org

Cost: $30 covers childcare and pizza/salad dinner.
Register online here by September 27
Contact Tracy Defina with questions or concerns:
(610-644-4040 x206 / tracy.defina@good-samaritan.org)

September 28
5-8pm
Caleb & Caroline
Food Trucks, Lawn
Games, Free Concert!

Fall Kick Off Pancake Breakfast
September 8 serving until 1:15pm!
Sponsored by Men’s Ministry.
Sign up to help (see page 5)
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Praying the Book of Common Prayer

Men’s Ministry Fall Events

by Carol Longacre

Submitted by George Scheffey

Sunday, September 8 Pancake Breakfast

In his exhaustive teachings on prayer, E.M. Bounds states
that “God shapes the world by prayer. The more praying there
is in the world, the better the world will be, the mightier the
forces against evil.”

Prep and serve breakfast for the congregation; serving from
8:15am to 1pm, prep starts at 6:30. Sign up for one (or more)
shift.

Did you know that our Book of Common Prayer has a
section titled Prayers and Thanksgiving (pages 814-841)?
These are beautiful, timeless expressions that touch on what
are said to be the seven mountains of society - arts, business,
education, family, government, media and religion. When
prayed in earnest, they have divine power; power to demolish
strongholds and everything that sets itself against the knowledge of God (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

•

Sing a variety of musical styles, from contemporary
to classical, gospel to folk

•

Monthly performances at Sunday Eucharist and other
special services

•

More surprises to come!

•

Kickoff pizza party on September 15; first rehearsal
on September 22

•

Interested or want more information?
Contact Joy Schauer (joyschauer11@gmail.com)
or Rick Zuch (richard.zuch@good-samaritan.org)

•

Shift 3: 11:00am - 1:15pm - continue serving and
cleanup

Wednesday, October 16 Man-Up Dinner
6-8pm, Walton Hall details to be confirmed
Friday, November 8 - Sunday, November 10 Fall Retreat
@ Black Rock Retreat Center, Quarryville, PA
“What in the World Am I Doing?” with Jeff Dill, Whitney
Kuniholm and Chris Hall leading the discussion on how we
discern and respond to God’s plan for us, and how we can
help each other on our journeys. Applicable whether you’re
still in college, retired and trying to figure out what’s next, or
somewhere in between! More details will be available at the
Man-Up Dinner on September 19.

For Grades 3-8

NEW options: come for choir rehearsal only (10:30
to 11:05), or stay for musical skills training using the
Voice for Life series (11:05 to 11:30)

Shift 2: 9:00 am - 11:15 am - continue prep; serve the
9:00am crowd; begin clean-up

Thursday, September 19 Man Up Dinner
6-8 pm, Walton Hall with Jeff Dill, speaking on “Vocation
and Gratitude” (a preview of the Men’s Retreat)

Coming Soon to a Choir Room Near You…
Good Sam Student Music Program

•

•

Used Book Pick-Up: move books from Hershey’s Mill to
Good Sam garage. Hershey’s Mill donates the books left
over from their annual book sale, and the Thrift Shop turns
around and sells them (nice profit margin!) 3:00-4:30 pm

Wouldn’t you like to see the Kingdom of God invade these
spheres of influence? Wouldn’t you like to join an army of
praying warriors, so that touching and agreeing together, we
may see God move in our midst? You can!! Come to Room
215 in the church office on any first and third Thursday from
1:00-2:00pm beginning in September and lend your voice to
‘praying the BCP’ together! Need more information? Contact
carol.longacre3@gmail.com

NEW time: Sunday mornings from 10:30 – 11:30

Shift 1: 6:30- 9:00am - cut fruit and other prep; serve
the early birds

Times are flexible if your schedule needs to be different than
those above. Contact mensministry@good-samaritan.org

Prayer is our weapon of warfare. And if you didn’t know,
we have an enemy who would like us to think we are not in
a spiritual battle!

•

•

Thursday, December 5 Man Up Dinner
6-8 pm, Walton Hall, with Stew Goetz
Hope you to see you at as many of these events as your
schedule allows!!
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Youth Group Kick Off
Sunday September 8
Club 56
This is our Sunday morning program for 5th & 6th graders.
We offer it during both the 9:00 and 11:00 services. The class
is about 45 minutes long and the students join their families
back in the service in time for communion. It is a fun time
with wonderful teachers! The class meets in room 266.

Middle School Survival
This is our Sunday morning class for 7th and 8th graders.
We tried changing the name of this class to “Studio 78” but the
students gave that move a solid “thumbs down.” We explore
biblical and theological themes and dig into how they relate
to the daily life of a 7th and 8th grader. The class meets in the
youth room (258/9).

Youth Group
This is the primary program of the Good Samaritan Youth
Ministries. We meet on Sundays from 4-6pm. On September
8, we will have our annual KICKOFF event in Ashton Hall,
where the whole family is invited to take part in games and
fun. In a way, we basically are letting the family experience
a version of youth group! We spend some time going over
the calendar with the parents and explaining the “youth
group basics” and understand what we do - and why we do
it! This year’s theme is “Treasure Hunt” (and yes… pirates
are involved).
As always, if you have any questions, contact Jonathan
Hobbs at jonathan.hobbs@good-samaritan.org or call his
office at 610-644-4040 x238
See you on September 8!
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Breakaway Middle School Retreat
October 4-6
It has become our annual tradition to join more than 500
Middle School Students (6th-8th graders) from over 20 different churches for an amazing weekend called BREAKAWAY!
It is once again being held at NorthBay Adventure Camp
which is a beautiful location right on the Chesapeake Bay.
Everything about the weekend is AMAZING - including the
speaker, the worship band, and the campground!
Join us for a weekend to breakaway from the norm and
grow closer to God and others!
This is a GREAT event and we want you to come! We also
want you to invite your friends! They do not have to be regular
church attendees to enjoy this weekend. We think every middle school student would love this trip and everyone is invited!

Do You Like Camping?
A few of the students and leaders are working to put together a short camping trip this fall.

You can sign up for the retreat online at https://good-samaritan.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/185/responses/new.

If you’d be interested, email Jonathan Hobbs (jonathan.
hobbs@good-samaritan.org). We will also give more details
at Kickoff!
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212 West Lancaster Avenue
Paoli, Pennsylvania 19301

September 2019 Events Calendar
September 5
Praying through the BCP Kick Off

September 18
Retired & Refired

September 8
Fall Kick Off Pancake Breakfast
Elementary Sunday School resumes
Youth Group Fall Kick Off

September 18/19
Insight Women’s Fall Study begins

September 11
Healing Meeting with Dr. Frank Sizer
September 15
Student Choir Pizza Party
Community Garden Open House
Sunday Lunch (after the 11:00 services) resumes
ALPHA Introductory Dinner
September 17
Seed to Supper Class begins

September 19
Man Up Dinner with Dr. Jeff Dill
September 21
Caring for Caregivers Support Group
September 25
PRAXIS
September 25-26
Twice is Nice Children’s Consignment Sale
September 28
Family Mental Health Support Group
Get On Our Lawn Concert Series

