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Return to In Person Worship
It’s been a joy to see more and more people comfortable coming to worship in person. Now that the vaccine is available
to everyone, I am looking forward to seeing that trend continue. Anybody who wishes to get the vaccine can now get it - so I
expect that those who are planning to get vaccinated will have managed to do that within the next couple of months.
Hebrews 10:25 encourages us: ‘let us not give up meeting together’. Well, that’s been pretty hard for the last year! But the
opportunity is now opening up to get back together. I would encourage you, as you get the protection you choose, to resume
meeting together in the way that verse encourages us to. We’re all out of the habit of attending church ‘in person’ and so we
need to form a new habit, Sunday by Sunday, of making in person church a part of our pattern of the weekend.
I know that many of you are still really enjoying church online, with pajamas, your pets and coffee on the ready. But it’s
not the same as seeing people face to face. Acts 2:46 describes the early church ‘breaking bread and eating together with glad
and sincere hearts.’ For me, the gladness is definitely connected to the ‘together’. I’ve been in a bit of a gladness drought for
the past year as I’ve spent time looking into a camera, on the phone or on Zoom. None of that is a substitute for seeing you
all in person. I miss you! You gladden my heart. We’re designed to be together to be able to encourage one another and lift
each other’s spirits.
As we’re looking at an increasing number of our community being vaccinated, we will be resuming 7:30am worship in the
Chapel in addition to our 9am, 11am New Chapel and Evensong services. We’re going to begin that at the beginning of June.
By June all our seniors will have been vaccinated if they chose to, and the rest of us will be well on our way.
I’m trusting that by the fall we’ll be permitted to sing in church again, have coffee and lunch in church again and most of
the social distancing requirements will have been relaxed. So I’m looking forward to a great kick off Sunday on September
12th. Mark it in your schedules now!
But much sooner than that, I hope to see all of you back in church in person - if not this Sunday then certainly within a
month or two. It’s Spring, we’re in the Easter Season. It’s time for new life and a new start.

Richard
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This quarter I had an experience which I believe symbolizes the wider experience we’ve been through as a Good
Samaritan community. On February 11, 2021, Richard and I
had one of our regular “walking meetings.” You may remember that February was the heart of the pandemic winter with
several feet of snow on the ground from the end of January
through early March. The walk was challenging; misty drizzle
and mushy sidewalks made meaningful conversation difficult.
But the point is, we did it anyway. It wasn’t ideal but we
didn’t let the pandemic winter stop us. And that, I believe,
symbolizes the wider experience of the Good Samaritan
community. What we’ve been through over the past year
hasn’t been ideal, in fact, it’s been very difficult practically and
spiritually for each of us. But we’ve made it through.

Wendy and Richard with the kneeler she made in memory of her parents

Wendy Jann completed a needlepoint kneeler in loving
memory of D.J. and Andy Rubin, her wonderful parents.
Because of Covid, Richard’s blessing was private. Needlepointing pew cushions has been a long-standing ministry
at Good Samaritan, they make a lovely gift to the church in
honor of loved ones.

Now we are entering a season of hope, not just because of
the traditional hope of warmer weather and spring but rather,
because we have a keener sense that being together as a church
is far more important than we ever realized. In a society that
wonders, “Do we really need the church anymore?” we have
trudged through the pandemic winter and gained a renewed
sense that, “Yes, yes, yes, we need the church more than ever!”
The last quarter was a difficult slog for us all, but the blessing
is that it prepared us to re-embrace the church and, more
importantly, re-embrace the hope of the resurrection, more
so than ever before.
In March we also had our annual Vestry Retreat where
we looked at Acts 2:42-47 and the Seven Distinctives of the
First Church, including Christ-centered Teaching, Common
Worship, Work of the Spirit, Radical Togetherness, Extraordinary Generosity, Concern for the Needy and Joyful Community. The result of these distinctives then was, “Every day
they continued to meet together…. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising
God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved”
(Acts 2:46-47).

A Note of Gratitude
The Day of Resurrection celebration is not to be missed,
whether we are worshiping together or at home greeting the
morning with our Lord who lives in our hearts.
On Holy Saturday, Good Samaritan friends shared flowers
and greetings with many of our parish who are recovering at
home with precautions…

My prayer is that the pandemic winter, difficult though it
was, will produce in us a renewed appreciation for the Church
of the Good Samaritan and a renewed commitment to those
same distinctives of the First Church so that we too would
become a faithful, joyful, growing church in our day.

We say thank you to faithful servants, our special delivery
agents: Skip T., Bill F., Dave T., Dan G., Ruth M., Cathy F.,
Janet L., and Sandi H.

Whitney T. Kuniholm

We are grateful too for the cards designed by Barb H. and
the plants ordered by Betsy W.

Rector’s Warden

How lovely are the feet of them who bring good news...
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On Being a Pandemic Student
by Katie Staronka, College and Young Adult Ministry and CCO Staff

Words like unprecedented and “new normal” have been
floating around for over a year now. They have infiltrated not
only our vocabulary but our lives. For most, the pandemic
changed everything and for many college students, that was
no exception. With campuses closed or limiting guests, our
focus as the College and Young Adult Ministry at Good Sam
was shifted. How can we care for our students that have
grown up here or are living in this area; The ones that were
not supposed to be here; Who is caring for them?

place for me. Each Monday evening, I take a break from my
hectic schedule and drive over to the church… whether we are
chatting in the commons or catching up in the office lounge,
it’s always nice to take an hour in the day to talk about my
week with familiar faces that offer me prayers and support.
I am beyond grateful I have had the opportunity to join
this ministry during my year at home and I hope when I
return to college in the Fall that I will be able to stay in touch
with the members.”

This year has turned academics and the college experience
on its head. And while it has had its challenges, there have
been many small blessings for us and our students. With many
schools making the decision to cancel Spring Break in favor of
a couple “Wellness Days” scattered throughout the semester,
we decided to make Spring Break-in-a-Box care packages to
let our students know they have not been forgotten in this
strange season. Praise the Lord we were able to send 25 care
packages to our scattered students. With the weather warming
up we have been able to resume meeting in person for weekly
hangouts and vespers. But, don’t just take my word for it.
Here are a few of the students’ stories in their own words…

Ashley’s Story: Ashley Bozzo, Gap Year,
Former Eastern Student
“I came to Church of the Good Samaritan about a year
and a half ago when I was going through a very difficult
point in my life and decided to take a break from college for
personal reasons. One of my biggest fears in making that
decision was losing all sense of community that I had gained
through college.
A sense of community has always been important to me
and has been something I have struggled to find in the past.
I was quickly assured this would not be the case and was
amazed by the doors that God opened up for me by bringing
these groups into my life.

Allie’s Story: Allie Rollo, Sophomore
Temple University
“Prior to the global pandemic, my plans for the year were
to live in the dorms at Temple and spend my free-time participating in extracurricular activities, exploring the city, or
simply going to the dining hall to catch up with my friends
about everyday life. Yet, just like everyone else this year, my
plans drastically changed.

I have been lucky enough to be a part of both [the college
and young adult] groups and have been able to meet people
who are my age and are in a similar life stage to me right now
so that I can make connections with people and know that
I’m not alone.
Even through the pandemic, which wasn’t on my radar
when my biggest fear was losing community, I was able to be
a part of these groups and connect with people in different
ways while being safe at home, which I know was a struggle
for everyone.

This past academic year has been anything but ordinary
for me as a sophomore in college. All of my classes have
been conducted from my bedroom in Delaware County, my
extracurricular activity is working part-time at a Five Below,
and my social interaction with friends in-person has been
limited. Although this year has not been ideal, I would not
trade this experience for the world. Despite the challenges I
have faced, I have been able to form many friendships, join
new organizations both in-person and online, and focus more
on growing in my faith.

Though my life has changed in the past year as everyone’s
has, these groups are something that have stayed consistent.
I have since taken a life path that had me move to Florida a
few weeks ago and the college group has still found ways to
help me feel included and a part of the group even if I can’t
be sitting 6 feet away from them every week.

Besides building friendships at work and joining college
organizations via Zoom, the Good Samaritan College Ministry has been such a wonderful support system for me this past
school year. When I first made the decision to live at home,
I knew I wanted to find a sense of community during my
sophomore year and the college ministry has been the perfect

Thanks to these groups I know that I will always have a
community that I belong to no matter where God may take
me.”
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Hello Good Sam Kids Families!
We wanted to send you an update about two things: VBS
2021 and our Sunday Morning programming for kids (Aka:
“Sunday School”). So allow me to start off with short versions:

Interested in Volunteering??
If you would like to talk about volunteering, then we
would LOVE to talk with you! In fact, these 5 “beta” weeks
would be the perfect time for you to come and observe the
program to get a better understanding of what we are trying
to accomplish. Shoot us an email and let us know!

We will NOT be doing a VBS this summer,
However… We are developing a new Sunday MORNING
model for kids to kick off this FALL but we will be running
a “beta test” of that new model this summer for FIVE weeks:
June 20 to July 18.

Two extra things we want to mention
(1) We’ve found that there is a factor that we want to emphasize that leads to kids having a BETTER experience on
Sunday morning. In fact, we are going to really harp on this
over the coming weeks and months. You’re going to get tired
of hearing it. Simply put, kids arriving BEFORE WE START
is kind of important. Because of that, we will be starting each
program with “hangout” time allowing for drop-off to be 10
(maybe even 15) minutes before the service starts (so 8:45-50
for 9:00 and 10:45-50 for 11:00). The program will START
about 5 minutes after the hour. Your arrival time is a big
part of whether or not your kid has a good experience. The
importance of this is magnified by the fact that our programs
always aim to be done in time for kids to join their parents
back in the service before the start of communion.

Some details about the VBS decision:
This was a hard call to make but we felt that there were too
many uncertainties and resources - especially personnel - are
incredibly limited this year. There were actually multiple reasons that led to this final decision, and instead of listing them
here, I invite anyone wanting to know more details to shoot
me an email and we can set up a time to chat about it. Probably
the BIGGEST factor is that doing a VBS didn’t accomplish
what we consider to be our first priority this summer, which
is ramping up to a return to weekly programming in September. We haven’t had children’s programming for more than
12 months! So jumping into VBS felt like a weird transition
from ‘nothing.’ Our one caveat is that we are networked with
many other local churches and we will gladly point you to
local churches that are running a VBS this summer.

(2) In the Fall when we officially launch this model, there
has been some discussion about offering some sort of discipleship/formation option for parents that attend the 9:00
service but want to allow their kids to also attend the 11:00
“club” program. We have a rough concept for what this could
be, but we want to hear from you (the parents) to get a sense
of how much interest there would be.

Some details about the Sunday Morning Programs:
The first thing we should state here is that this update
affects ELEMENTARY-AGED KIDS. (The NURSERY and
the TODDLER ROOMS are still closed but we continue
to evaluate that situation and will let you know as soon as
something changes there.) Specifically for the 5 weeks this
summer, the Sunday morning program will be open to kids
that are INCOMING KINDERGARTENERS up to OUTGOING 4th GRADERS.

As always, please feel free to contact us if you have any
questions. I can be reached at jonathan.hobbs@good-samaritan.org and Kimberly Lindquist is at kimberly@good-samaritan.org
Blessings and Peace,

Starting June 20, we will offer this “5 week beta test” at
both the 9:00 and 11:00 services. However, the programs at
the services will not be identical. They will have the same
basic LESSON but the presentation will be different. At 9:00, it
will be similar to what we used to offer pre-COVID (what we
would categorize as a “classroom” model). At 11:00, we will be
trying a model that is more “presentation” based (sometimes
referred to as a “club” or “service” model). This will include
a lot of the elements that make up our monthly “Good Sam
Kids LIVE! program (music, games, snack, craft, animation/
drama, lesson, etc).

-jh
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Meet Rev. Peter Stube

It is with great joy that I join the ministry team at Good
Samaritan. I have long known of this faithful parish and its
mission and I look forward to walking the pilgrim way with
you all.

joy happens best when we are about the vocations Christ has
called us to engage. Obviously, this needs some unpacking
and so I will hope we will be able to explore some of these
things together.

I have been a priest for 41 years, a fourth-generation pastor. Three generations of my family served on the mission field
in India and Indonesia. My father, an Episcopal priest, served
in Montana before going to Indonesia with my mother and
siblings to engage incredibly innovative mission (it looked a
lot like the book of Acts with the same sort of results). My
grandfather, a Reformed pastor served in India, my great
grandfather was a Methodist circuit riding pastor in central
Pennsylvania, and a brother was a missionary to Indonesia.

Through the years, I had opportunity to serve the dioceses
of which I was a part. I have already mentioned the Youth
Coordinator work which led to a place on the national church
youth team. In Pennsylvania, I served on the Commission
on Ministry and as Dean of the Delaware Deanery among
other things. In East Carolina, in addition to leading a 1000+
member parish, I was asked to serve as Canon Theologian,
charged with developing a diocesan listening process around
issues of human sexuality among other things. This process
helped bring greater understanding for members of the diocese. Over 200 from around the diocese joined us in this
prayerful listening process. Since all of us were part of the
same diocesan family, we centered the whole process in prayer,
reflection on John 17 (Jesus high priestly prayer for unity),
and a commitment to listen to each other respectfully as
friends without cross examination and side bar conversation.
It turned out to be a redemptive process.

I was entering high school when my parents went to
Indonesia, so I attended Ben Lippen School, a preparatory
school then in the mountains of North Carolina. I attended
the University of North Carolina in Asheville then transferred
to Columbia International University in order to meet Rachael
whom I married two weeks after graduation. (Best decision
I ever made.) We spent the first years of our marriage completing graduate school, I at Eastern Nazarene College and
Virginia Theological Seminary.

In East Carolina, I served as President of the Standing
Committee and was deputy to General Convention three
times. My major learning there was how centered in prayer
and Scripture study we Episcopalians are. Days were steeped
in prayer and worship. Committees listened attentively and
wrestled faithfully with the matters that came before us.

My first call was as associate rector in Billings, Montana.
I grew up in Montana and still have wonderful memories of
my childhood there from age 6-13. Our oldest son was born
there the year the Phillies won the series. In addition to the
parish ministry, I served as Diocesan Youth Coordinator.

In each place I served, I was involved in some form of
community planning usually in concert with the city. I saw
this as my Franciscan vocation.

I led parishes in Oklahoma and Arkansas, served as associate for education and youth ministry at St. Jude’s in Smyrna,
GA and then served for 13 years at Redeemer, Springfield,
PA. After our youngest son finished at the Haverford School
where Rachael taught, we served Christ Church, New Bern,
NC for ten years. We returned to the Diocese of Pennsylvania
and I became Executive Director for the Seamen’s Church
Institute from which I retired a few years ago. Since then, I
was an interim rector twice and am consulting with parishes
in the diocese and mentoring priests. And now I come to you
at Richard’s gracious invitation.
Much of my ministry has been spent in reconciliation
ministry. I tended to accept calls to churches that had been
through a rough patch. To help them heal, I invited them to
return to a life of prayerfulness and mission. I am convinced
that we heal best when we pray together and then discover
in community the mission to which Christ invites us. I have
found that when we pray together, Christ calls forth from
us corporately, missional action that reflects the skills, gifts,
passions and perhaps angers of those who pray. I have also
grown convinced that our journey to maturity, wholeness, and

I am a member of the Third Order, Society of St. Francis
and serve on Chapter and lead an international task force on
lifelong formation in which we are writing down what we see
the Holy Spirit is doing throughout the Order at this time.
I love teaching Scripture and practical theology. I offer
spiritual direction for those who are interested in going
deeper with Triune God. I love to sing, have done a lot of
solo work, and sang with choirs including the Choral Arts
Society. The primary language of my family of origin was
music. I was an athlete in high school and college (basketball,
soccer, baseball).
My greatest delight is in my wife Rachael, our three sons,
three daughters-in-law, and nine grandchildren whom we
attempt to see whenever time allows (all very difficult during
this pandemic).
Peter (The Rev. Canon Dr. Peter B. Stube)
-5-

The Samaritan

Vestry Corner
by Reuben Garrett

The April Vestry meeting was held on Monday, April 12.
All but two previously excused members were in attendance.
The meeting started with our usual prayers for blessings and
guidance as we deliberated our actions. The minutes for
February and March were approved.

In 2021 HELPS Ministry has helped with more than
$15,000 to neighbors in need. Thanks to your generous gifts,
HELPS is able to provide up to $450 for practical, shortterm relief to our neighbors who need a one-time assistance
to pay rent, a utility bill, prescriptions, car repair, or other
immediate needs.

The Rector reported that church attendance has been
gradually increasing; there were 109 congregants at the April
11 9:00am service, and about the same number at the 11:00
service.

There was a discussion of the calls that clergy is making to
parishioners. These calls are received with welcoming comments and appreciation for the support of Good Samaritan’s
clergy and staff.

There were baptisms at both April 11 services.

Our May Vestry/Staff meeting will be via Zoom on May
15. The objective will be to develop planning for the upcoming church year. Vestry members are being encouraged to
prepare for this meeting in the hope that we can engage in
meaningful/constructive discussions.

There was a brief discussion about the Old Rectory. The
Capps family will be in residence until the end of the Day
School school year.
The search continues for new clergy. One of the candidates
attended services at Good Samaritan on Sunday, April 11.

We are seeking to develop programs that increase involvement in the church.

Planning has commenced by the Rector and his team for
activities during the summer and beyond as considerations
are being reviewed for the restart of in-person worship.

A member of our congregation has requested to be considered for Discernment leading to Ordination. This process
is being handled by a discernment committee. A motion of
the message of Sponsorship was read about this congregant
and a motion of Approval was granted.

A brief report was given by the Rector’s Warden, Whitney
Kuniholm.
The Financial Warden, Andy Balsan, who had previously
transmitted the Financial Report, fielded questions and indicated that we are fortunate to be under our projected Budget
and the congregation’s giving is above expectations.

During our discussions, it was apparent that our Diocese
is short of Lay Staff/Deacons and there is a great need for
these Lay personnel in our Diocese.

The PPP Cash we received has been enough to cover the
deficits that the Day School incurred. All the Day School
teachers have now been vaccinated.

Vestry members’ assignments were made/refreshed.
Assignments were also made for sustainable relationships
between vestry members and the Good Samaritan staff.

On the ministries report, we learned there will be more
information from Jonathan Hobbs in the next few weeks about
CYMT, which has grown this year. The Plan for CYMT is for
it to be up and running by the beginning of the school year.

Please feel free to contact vestry members or the clergy
with any questions/ comments you may have, especially those
that will help us to better serve the congregation.
As usual, we closed our meeting with a prayer of thanks
to God and for our safety, health and welfare, as we continue
this journey.
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Amnion Prayer Requests: April, May, June
Please be praying for our upcoming
Amnion 5k Run/Walk for Life on May 1.
This is one of Amnion’s biggest fundraising
events of the year that helps to support our free services to the
community. Pray that we would have many people register
to participate and that we would reach our fundraising goal
of $34,000.

Pray for our efforts as we begin to take steps for planting a
center in Norristown. We feel called to serve this community
and we are praying for the Lord’s guidance, protection, and
provision along the way. Specifically, please pray that the
building we have our hearts set on would be approved for all
of the necessary permits and other obstacles would fall away
to us putting our center here.

Pray for our abortion pill reversal clients. These are women
that have taken the abortion pill to end their pregnancies and
then quickly change their mind. There is medication that can
save the pregnancy if administered quickly. The most successful cases usually take the life-saving medication within
24 hours of taking the abortion pill. Our nurse is able to be
a part of this incredible service by prescribing this saving
medication to women in our communities and then providing
follow-up ultrasounds to monitor whether or not the reversal
was a success. Please pray for the success of these reversals
and that God would comfort the mothers who could not save
their babies. Also pray for our nurse, that God would give
her strength to care for these women no matter the outcome.

Be praying for our Real Ed program, that schools, youth
groups, and community organizations would continue to welcome our team to present their powerful message on healthy
relationships whether in person or virtually.

We currently have a client going through our post-abortion healing Bible study. Pray that she would find freedom
and healing in Jesus from her past abortion.

Thank you for your prayers! Amnion’s ministry is so
blessed by the support of local church communities and we
never want you to forget the important role that you play in
making our work possible. Your prayers are invaluable as we
seek to love our neighbors in some of their darkest hours and
lead them to the light of the world, our Savior Jesus Christ.

Pray for the health and safety of our staff and volunteers as
we continue to serve our clients in the midst of the pandemic.
Please be praying for the Amnion staff as we begin the
initial stages of planning for our annual fundraising banquet.
The banquet will be on Tuesday, October 19 this year with
guest speaker Toni McFadden and our hope is to hold it in
person. Pray that God would guide our steps in planning and
that He would prepare the hearts of those that will attend.

Praise God for the provision of both counseling and social work interns that are currently working at Amnion and
serving our clients. Please pray for our new counseling and
social work interns that will be joining us in the future, that
God would prepare their hearts for this work and that they
would be a wonderful addition to our team.

If you would like more information, please contact Shelby
Smith (ssmith@amnion.org / 610-622-9832).
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