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A year ago we Episcopalians began reading on Sundays the Gospel of Luke, a story which begins in the temple. The Old 
Testament ends with the threat that there’s going to be a famine of hearing the word of the Lord, and that famine would last for 
four hundred years; no prophetic voice for four hundred years until the priest Zechariah is standing at the altar in the temple 
when an angel appears to him vouchsafing to him that he and Elizabeth will have a son. Coming to the end of that liturgical 
calendar, we read a fitting inclusio: in Luke 21, Jesus tells a story that takes place in the temple. The Hebrew word for temple 
(haykal) is the same word that means palace. God being king, the temple is God’s palace. Its architecture and decoration em-
phasizes the fact that God is the king of the universe upon whom our lives depend. 

The holy of holies was set up as a throne room with the ark of the covenant, the footstool of God the king ruling from 
within his throne room. And the other adornments of the temple and the overall architectural plan was meant to be a kind 
of microcosmic replica, making the point that here dwells the God of the whole universe before whom and to whom we will 
have to give account of our lives.

The other factor connected with prayer in the temple is that it brings to mind the whole question of our worthiness to come 
into the presence of the Most High. Because the king of the universe is holy, and everything about the temple underscores 
that fact.

The temple is a replica of the cosmic and celestial temple, the real temple in which God is said to dwell, emphasizes God’s 
holiness. In Isaiah 6:1 Isaiah says that, “In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the LORD seated on a throne, high and exalted, 
and the train of his robe filled the haykal.” 

It’s described as a palace with God as king. “Above him were seraphs each with six wings. With two wings they covered 
their faces and with two wings they covered their feet and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another 
‘Qadosh, qadosh, qadosh,’ Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty, the whole earth is full of his glory. And at the sound of their 
voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the palace was filled with smoke. ‘Woe to me,’ I cried, ‘for I am ruined for I am 
a man of unclean lips and I dwell among a people of unclean lips and my eyes have seen the king, the Lord of hosts!’ And then 
one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand which he had taken with tongs from the altar and with it he touched 
my mouth and said ‘Behold, this has touched your lips and your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.’” (Isaiah 6:2-7)

The earthly temple, built by King David’s son, was meant to replicate the heavenly one, and just so to cause everyone who 
entered it to search their hearts and ask: “Am I a creature fit to come into the presence of the Holy One of Israel?“ The architec-
ture reinforced it. There was a holy of holies where God has his throne room. And only one priest, the high priest, could go in 
there and only once a year, and only after much sacrifice. Then there’s the outer sanctum, the holy place where even the royals 
could not go, only the priests as they performed their required duties. And outside that there is a curtain to keep us out. And 
on the other side of the curtain is a laver by which we would cleanse ourselves and an altar upon which sacrifice was made. 
All of this visual aid makes the point that we need sacrifice and cleansing to come into the presence of the Holy One of Israel.

All this will get reflected in the Collect (or Prayer) for Purity at the beginning of every service of Holy Eucharist. “Almighty 
God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.”

Your brother in Christ,

Phillip Ellsworth
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Women’s Advent Quiet Morning 
Good Samaritan Chapel 

“Longing” 
December 3, 9:00-11:30 am

What is a Quiet Morning?

It is about taking a pause out of your busy schedule in 
Advent to appreciate the sound of silence as we meditate with 
the Holy Spirit and prepare for His coming.

It’s important to take time to relax, breathe deeply and 
listen to what Fr. Phillip has in store for us to “chew on.” He 
will speak on God’s longing for us and how that is fulfilled.

His wife Victoria will play the cello and Gary Gress will 
accompany her between our mediations.

9:00 - 9:30  Welcome / Coffee and Italian Biscotti

9:30 - 11:00  Four meditations interspersed with music

11:00 - 11:30  Hot cider and Maltese Christmas sweets.

Please register at good-samaritan.org/events to let us know 
you are coming! $10.00 pay online or at the door.

Thank you, Good Samaritan
On behalf of the deacons of the Diocese of Pennsylva-

nia, many thanks for your enthusiasm and generosity in 
the supporting the Boxers, Bloomers, and Briefs drive this 
fall.  We contributed over 550 boxers, briefs, (no bloomers), 
and related items and distributed them to Good Samaritan 
Services, which provides emergency shelters, residential 
housing, housing support services, winter shelter and other 
help to men and women in five different locations in Chester 
and Lancaster (women) counties. The mission statement of 
this shelter system reads “Good Samaritan Services compas-
sionately responds to homelessness and poverty through a 
unique and personalized approach to help neighbors journey 
from crisis to stability.” Their work is grounded in the love 
of God in Christ.

Again, thank you for your joyous participation. May God, 
the giver of all gifts, bless these gifts and the givers.

December 10   7:30pm
Chester County Choral Society   

“Carols and Lullabies”

December 16   6:00pm
Marian Anderson Presentation and PotLuck Dinner

December 18   9:00am
Advent Lessons & Carols
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Tyra Mukuhi
P. O. Box 804
MOI’S Bridge

12-7-2022
Dear Good Samaritan Church,

I humbly write this letter to thank you for the support you 
gave me last term.

At school I have been working hard and smart to ensure 
that I attain my goals. Apart from the challenges which are 
there to strengthen me I have decided to work hard. At home 
also people are fine I thank God for that.

Though the holiday has been short I have ensured that I 
spent my time well in helping my parents and also reading. I 
have also been doing the assignments that I was given so as 
to ensure my going in school is smooth.

My parents and guardians have also been encouraging me 
to continue reading and working hard though this academic 
year is short. They have also provided me with the items I 
need at school.

My sisters and cousins have also helped me in one way or 
another. Apart from home being well and that I also thank 
God for the guidance and protection he has given unto them.

I would like to thank you so much for the support you 
have given in paying my school fees and I promise to continue 
working hard and smart. I hope you will continue supporting 
me. May God bless you.

Yours faithful,
Tyra Mukuhi

MWAMBA Foundation
P. O. Box 2288
Kitale

Andersen High School
P. O. Box 1384

Kitale
12/7/2022
Dear Good Samaritan Church

I greet you in the name of the Almighty God. I believe you 
are doing fine where you are. I am quite fine here in Kitale.

My reason for writing this letter is to say thanks for 
offering me the scholarship. May the lord God continue to 
strenthen you.

When I was in standard one my parents disagreed. My 
mum decided to return to her parents house. We stayed with 
our father for around six months. One day he told us to follow 
our mum. With no option we did as he said. Where our mum 
was, was not much far.

We all reached safely. With that my mum had no job. Find-
ing something to eat was such a big problem. Every sartuday 
we would go to other peoples farm to work so as to get food.

We lived with our grand mother peacefuly. One day she 
said that she is tired of accomodating us. We told to patient 
with us. She was just quarrelling every now and then telling 
us to leave.

Going to school was a big problem because of fees. My 
elder brother did his national exam and passed. He joined a 
secondary school. He did well despite being sent home every 
now and then because of fees. We jus commited ourselves 
befor the lord.

It was until the member of parliament decided to pay for 
him the fees. He did well until he finished form four with a 
mean grade that allowed him to go to university. 

Now I have got this scholarship I will work much harder 
so as to excel in my studies. This will help me to fulfill my 
dream of being a neurosurgeon. As we continue with this 
journey to the finishing line may the lord be our leader and 
guider. Thank you.

Yours faithfully,
Kuynu,
Joshua Kwemboi

Letters from Kenya
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Meet God’s special gift to music and our world
Philadelphia’s most significant citizen of the 20TH century

MARIAN ANDERSON

Friday, December 16 at 6pm  

Presentation & Pot Luck Dinner

A-H Bring a main course to serve 8
I-M Bring a salad or vegetable to serve 8

N-T Bring a side dish to serve 8
U-Z Bring a dessert to serve 8

Church of the Good Samaritan – Ashton Hall

An incredible life story now available in her 24th biography 
“Remembering A Great American Hero – Marian Anderson The Lady from Philadelphia” 

by Emile “Joe” Henwood
Book Available at Amazon.com or at your favorite online book seller.

Her voice proclaimed to be “heard only once in a hundred years,” was much more than that.
 Those who remember Ms. Anderson as only a great singer, 

are missing 90% of her humanitarian contributions to our world’s progress. 
Her saintly humble demeanor is exemplary for future generations 

- a role model worthy of further study and investigation.
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HELPS Ministry
HELPS: An Outreach Program  

by The Church of the Good Samaritan 
Paoli, Pennsylvania

The Good Samaritan HELPS Ministry provides funding 
for practical, short-term relief to our Chester County neigh-
bors who need one-time assistance to pay rent, a utility bill, 
prescriptions, car repair, or other immediate needs. The min-
istry focuses on temporary problems and giving our neighbors 
a helping hand during a difficult time.

People in need call the Church of the Good Samaritan at 
610-644-4040 and ask to be connected to the HELPS voice 
mail to leave their contact information. HELPS volunteer 
counselors return the calls, verify and document the need, and 
make arrangements for payment from the HELPS fund direct-
ly to the vendor. The Clergy provide oversight and support.

Many years, more than 170 families have received financial 
assistance, which prevented the loss of heat or electricity; or 
kept someone from being evicted, or provided the necessary 
funds to repair a car so the recipient could get to work. In 
2022, we have spent $57,255 to assist 166 families in need.

HELPS often receives thank you notes from those we 
have helped:

“Your generous $400 gift to help us move is so very much 
appreciated. With your kindness, we were able to complete our 
move smoothly. Without it, our belongings would have ended 
up in storage. Thank you so very much!”

HELPS is not a line item in the total church budget. 
The ministry is totally funded through donations: from the 
Christmas Tree sale, trust funds and other designated gifts 
earmarked for the HELPS Ministry

Moreover, because of the care and concern on the part of 
the HELPS counselors the sharing of our financial resources 
has provided a platform on which to share and demonstrate 
the love of Jesus which simply put...is priceless.

Open Dance Classes
Miriam Shera, longtime Good Samaritan Dance Choir 

member, invites you to join her on Thursday nights this De-
cember for open dance classes. Each of the three classes will 
explore a different style of dance, but all will be focused on 
how our bodies can be used as a way to worship God. Miriam 
dances with Ornate Dance Theater, a pre-professional dance 
company which is a part of Cavod Performing Arts in New 
Holland, PA. In the spring of 2023, Ornate will be traveling 
to South Africa for two weeks to spread the Gospel through 
dance and volunteer at a children’s camp. To help offset the 
cost of this missions trip, she will be offering three weeks of 
dance classes by donation: Modern (12/08), Ballet (12/15), 
and Contemporary/Improvisation (12/29). For the first two, 
there will be an Intermediate/Advanced class at 5:30pm fol-
lowed by a beginner class at 7:00pm, but the 12/29 class will 
be 7:00pm-8:15pm for everyone. Donations can be made by 
writing out a check to Cavod Performing Arts with “Miriam 
Shera” in the memo line or by giving cash directly to Miriam.

Christmas Eve

Family Service 11:00am 

(especially for families with young children)   

Festal Holy Eucharist   5:00pm

(special music starts at 4:30pm)

Contemporary Holy Eucharist   8:00pm

Festal Holy Eucharist   11:00pm

(special music starts at 10:30pm)

~

Christmas Day

One Service in the Chapel   10:30am
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Vestry Corner
by Nicholas Gibson

The Vestry met twice during November, with thirteen 
members convening virtually on November 8 to discuss the 
leadership transition, and nine members convening in person 
on November 14 to discuss a variety of matters.

At the most recent meeting, we began with time in wor-
ship, prayer, and conversation with the leadership team of the 
Antioch Gospel Church, the new Chinese-language church 
meeting at 9 AM on Sundays in the Chapel, beginning on 
November 20. We learned that that there are some 70,000 
Chinese-language speakers in Chester but that there is no 
other Chinese-language church meeting Sunday mornings 
within a 20-minute drive of Paoli.

We also spent nearly two hours in conversation with the 
Rev. Arlette Benoit Joseph, Canon for Transitions for our 
diocese. Bringing calm, wisdom, humor, and clarity, Can-
on Arlette will be a helpful and experienced guide for the 
Vestry over the coming months as we in turn seek to guide 
the Church of the Good Samaritan into this next phase. We 
learned that it may be several months before an appropriate 
interim rector or interim priest-in-charge is available to begin, 
but that the Bishop will start to nominate candidates for the 
Vestry to interview as early as December. Prior to that, the 
Vestry has some homework to complete: a portfolio that will 
inform Canon Arlette’s search for promising interim candi-
dates. Looking beyond having an interim in place, she also 
gave us good advice on preparing to create a parish profile 
committee and a search committee, and above all on the need 
for ongoing prayer. Look for more to follow on how you can 
join in praying for the search process and for all involved and 
impacted by the change in leadership.

While the leadership transition occupied most of our time, 
we also attended to more routine church business, including 
approving the external audit of the church’s 2021 finances, 
discussing the design of a memorial window in the Chapel, 
reviewing financial giving so far this year in advance of this 
month’s stewardship campaign, and discussing (but making 
no new decisions about) the church’s alcohol policy.

One final update: in advance of Vestry elections in March 
2023, Andy Balsan has agreed to chair the Vestry Nominating 
Committee, which also includes Barri Alexander, Jeanne 
Lomanno, and Vestry members Louise Barasa Makau and 
Darren Clipston. With five positions on the Vestry being 
up for election, please pray for committee members as they 
discern who to invite to run for election.

Christmas Giving at Good Samaritan
by Marcia Wilkinson

The tradition of St. Nicholas lives in many hearts and 
minds as we prepare to celebrate the coming of Jesus. We 
know his name because there is something unique about our 
4th century Christian saint, Bishop Nicholas of Myra. Nicholas 
was of Greek descent from the maritime city of Myra in Asia 
Minor during the time of the Roman Empire. He was called 
a Wonderworker, and his reputation included good deeds in 
his secret gift giving.  

Whether or not stories about him are historically accurate, 
Nicholas, by his life, encouraged generosity for believers and 
the church to reach out to the poor, sailors, to children, and 
others. While St. Nicholas is honored on December 6 in or-
thodox churches, we at Good Samaritan will reach out to our 
seniors/homebound to bring cheer and love from the parish 
on Dec. 17-Dec.25.

Let’s join together to support Good Samaritan Christmas 
giving to our special people.

What is needed: baked cookies, people to assemble gift 
bags, and drivers to deliver goodies.

Cookies (on paper plates) can be dropped off in the atrium 
at Good Samaritan December 17 between 9am and 12pm. 
Goodie bags will be filled on December 17. Deliveries will 
begin at the convenience of the driver. If you would enjoy 
baking, packaging or delivering gifts- or need more info 
please contact Louise Wennberg (484-716-2125) or Marcia 
Wilkinson (610-913-0333).

“My dear people, let us love one another,  
since love comes from God…  

We are to love then,  
because He loved us first.”  

-1 John 4: 7, 19
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Church of the Good Samaritan’s Food Closet has been 
selected to receive $1 from every $3 reusable GIVE BACK 
WHERE IT COUNTS bag sold during the month of De-
cember 2022 at the ACME Market located at 39 Leopard 
Road, Paoli PA and the ACME Market located at 785 Starr 
Street, Phoenixville PA

Give Back Where It Counts

Whitney Kuniholm and Richard Morgan played a round of golf  
during free time

Some of the guys went for a hike during free time.

Photos from the 2022 Men’s Retreat

St Nicholas Day Brunch 
December 10 

10:00-11:30am Walton Hall 
RSVP to kimberly@good-samaritan.org

December 5, 12-4pm Ashton Hall 
Schedule your donation@redcrossblood.org



December 2022 Events Calendar
December 2 
Dance Concert 
Day School Parents’ Night Out

December 3
Women’s Advent Quiet Morning

December 5
Red Cross Blood Drive

December 7
Retired & Refired

December 10
St. Nicholas Day Brunch
Chester County Choral Society Concert

December 14
Prayer & Praise with Dr. Frank Sizer

212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

December 16
Marian Anderson Presentation and PotLuck Dinner

December 17
Family Mental Health Support Group
Caring for Caregivers

December 21
Retired & Refired

December 24
Christmas Eve Services 

December 25
Christmas Day Service


