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On Sunday the 15th of January we’ll return to our normal 7:30, 9:00, and 11 o’clock worship pattern. That day I will 
introduce the Blessing of the Chalk at all three services. What, you ask, is the Blessing of the Chalk? St Matthew 
tells us that when the magi arrived in Bethlehem to visit Jesus, they found him and his mother in a house, not 

the stable where they had found their first temporary shelter. This is a cue that our Epiphany celebration should focus on 
our own houses, and it is a very old custom to bless houses on Epiphany. In the East, in particular, it is the custom for the 
parish priest to go through the parish blessing houses—not the elaborate blessing of a new home, but a special blessing that 
is also often given at Easter, a renewal of the homes in which the people of God dwell and live out the mystery of faith day 
by day. In recent years, this custom has been revived in some places in the West, and The Book of Occasional Services of the 
Episcopal Church provides forms for this blessing. 

However, there is another way of blessing homes at Epiphany that begins in church but does not require the priest to go 
from house to house—something that would be quite impossible in many non-geographical parishes in the modern world. 
This custom involves chalk that is blessed by the priest and taken home by families to mark the doors of their homes.

On the 15th of January at all services, we will bless chalk to be used to hallow all our homes. The chalk will be available 
at the entrances to the church and in the atrium, so please take one piece home with you along with these instructions. The 
initials of the legendary names of the magi are written with blessed chalk on the lintel above the front door of the house, 
framed by the numbers of the new year, in this way: 20 + G + M + B + 23

After making the inscription, the following prayer is offered:
Leader:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Leader:  Let us pray. 
O Lord, holy Father, Almighty, everlasting God, we beseech you to hear us and vouchsafe to send your holy 
Angel from heaven to guard and cherish, protect and visit, and evermore defend all that dwell in this home. I 
call upon your Saints Gaspar, Melchior and Balthasar, to protect my family, friends, and all who enter here from 
every harm and danger, and I place this mark over my door to remain as a reminder to us that my home is truly 
the house of the Lord. O God, make the door of my house the gateway to your eternal Kingdom. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.
All:  Amen.

I also greatly anticipate one of my favorite liturgies of the year, the Feast of the Presentation (“Candlemas”) on Thursday, 
the 2nd of February. It marks the official end of the Christmas season. We’ll celebrate this feast with a potluck supper in 
Ashton Hall at 6:30 followed by Choral Evensong by Candlelight that evening at 7:30. The nave will be dark and your faces 
will be lit as if by fireflies as the Good Samaritan Choir sings us back to the moment when Mary and Joseph, forty days after 
Jesus’ birth, presented him in the temple. “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word,” old 
Simeon said as the light of Jesus shone upon his retinae, “for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared 
before the face of all people, to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.” You’ll see the faces 
of your brothers and sisters in Christ light up with delight. Make sure to invite your friends. 

Blessings,  
      Phillip Ellsworth, Associate Rector

The Blessing of the Chalk and Candlemas
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Good Samaritan Organic Garden News
“HE scatters the seed…” Interested in some healthy activity 

with great side benefits?

Come join us in spring 2023 on the “back acre” of Good 
Samaritan’s campus and order a seasonal $50 plot to water, 
weed, and watch as your seedlings grow into beautiful produce 
to eat or admire!

We have some open plots for the taking and are on the 
lookout for committed organically inclined gardeners to enjoy 
our communal space which not only benefits you but Chester 
County Food Bank! 

Questions?  
Contact: Annette Toebe, agerbaek6@hotmail.com

August- Sunny Sunflowers and Terrific Tomatoes!

November 2022-   Winter is on it’s way… 
A little help from our Boy Scout Friends! Thank you!

Spring-May 2022- Ready, Set, Grow!

“Wow they’re taller than I am!”

September 2022-Mmmmm…  
Dahlias for the table and nasturtiums for salad!

The Seasons of our Good Samaritan Garden
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Family Ministry
by Kimberly Lindquist

Our Family Ministries have enjoyed getting ready for 
Christmas with two special events. We began the season of 
Advent with a wreath making event hosted by the Children 
and Youth Ministries! We welcomed families from the church, 
and a few visitors to make their own wreaths to remember 
and celebrate the weeks leading up to Christmas!

In December, the Children and Youth ministries teamed 
up once again to host a St. Nicholas Brunch for the first time 
since 2019! With the help of the youth group and boy scouts 
from Troop 106 (which is chartered by Good Samaritan), 
we provided a pancake breakfast for 25 children and their 
families! Together we learned about the history of St. Nicholas, 
Bishop of Myra, and in the spirit of his generosity we also 
made Christmas cards for members of the congregation, and 
made several childrens’ blankets to donate locally!

HEAR YE ! HEAR YE!
A big thank you to all Bakers, Drivers, and Team who 

assembled and delivered gift bags to our Homebound, Seniors, 
and those who are ill. Those receiving poinsettias and gifts 
were delighted. A frequent response went like this: “I am 
no longer able to come to Good Samaritan, yet the church 
remembers me.”

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those in need and those who 
serve.

In the love of Christ,

Marcia 

Annual Meeting 
March 12, 2023 

Time TBD

Potluck & Presentation 
with Jeff Potts 

Supported Missionary with Intervarsity

January 6, 2023 
6:00pm  Ashton Hall 

Sign up on the events page 
www.good-samaritan.org
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Transition Prayer Group
Everyone is invited to participate in a Transition Prayer 

Group starting on Sunday, January 15 in Room 215, between 
the 9:00am and 11:00am services. Going forward, on the 
third Sunday of the month we will gather to pray for the 
Church of the Good Samaritan and our future rector. 
Contact Mary Anne Weightman if you have any questions. 
maryweightman5@gmail.com / 484-678-3987.

Vestry Corner
by Leah Sioma

In our December Vestry meeting, we devoted much 
of our time to stewardship as well as our church’s staffing 
transitions. We heard an update from the stewardship and 
financial committees on the current year’s pledged income 
versus actual giving. We also discussed the pledges that have 
been made for 2023 and the implications of pledging for our 
upcoming budget. If you do plan to give financially, please 
consider making a pledge. Pledged giving is vital to the 
budgeting process for our staff and missions teams.  We as a 
Vestry are so thankful for the ways in which each of you give 
your time, talents, and treasures. 

We also spent significant time preparing to hire an 
interim priest for our church. The larger hiring process will 
take place in two significant stages: first, an interim priest 
will be hired to lead our church until a longer-term hire can 
be made; second, a longer-term priest will be hired. We as a 
Vestry have given ourselves a deadline of March to hire the 
interim priest, and we are targeting January 2024 to make the 
ultimate hire. We are working in conjunction with Canon 
Arlette at the diocese throughout this entire process, which 
has been such a blessing. Arlette has been extremely helpful 
in advising and supporting us as we learn and grow. Based 
on her advice, a special committee will be formed within the 
Vestry to interview the candidates. This group will be led by 
Ian Macdonald. 

Equally important, a prayer committee is being formed. 
Mary Ann Weightman will be leading this church-wide effort 
so that we can pray together for this process and the people 
involved. We’re working diligently to prepare the documents 
for the job posting, forming structures to uphold our staff and 
church body while we wait for staffing roles to be filled, and 
we are praying for God’s guidance in each of these areas. Our 
next meeting will be on January 9th, 2023. 

Less than two weeks until Parents, Pins, and Pizza!! We 
can’t wait to see the whole family on January 8th for a night 
of Bowling and information about the upcoming spring and 
summer events! We hope to see you there. 

Youth Ministry
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Faith Formation
The Ecclesiastes class wraps up on the 22nd of January, 

meeting immediately following the dismissal of the 9:00 
service.

Phillip will teach a seminar series beginning January 29 
going through the book of Genesis. It will meet immediately 
after the dismissal of the 9:00 service. Both meet in Walton 
Hall where coffee will be served.

Dear Good Sam family, 

Thank you so much for your generous parting gift to us. 

It was such a great privilege to be with you as an associate 
and then as supply priest while Richard was on Sabbatical. 

You continue in my daily prayer as you prepare to say 
goodbye to the Morgans and will continue as you discern 
together who the Holy Spirit is calling for the next chapter 
of your common life. 

Good Samaritan has been one of the great parishes of 
this diocese since your founding. May Christ direct you into 
continued faithful worship and service in the new season of 
your life together. 

Again, thank you. 

Peter

The Rev. Canon Dr. Peter B Stube

Such a fun night at our Christmas Party! What an awesome few months it 
has been, can’t wait to see you all in the new year!! Merry Christmas.



212 West Lancaster Avenue  
Paoli, Pennsylvania  19301

January 2023 Events Calendar
January 4
Retired & Refired

January 6
Potluck & Presentation with Jeff Potts

January 11
Prayer & Praise with Dr. Frank Sizer

January 15
Piano Concert with Peter Donohoe

January 18
Refired & Retired

January 21
Family Mental Health Support Group

January 21
Caring for Caregivers


