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Everything in our garden is a work of grace. We don’t make the plants grow. God 
does. But we do cultivate the soil. It’s dug, enriched and regularly weeded (by Mrs 
Morgan - no credit goes to me I may add).

Our spiritual lives are the same. Living an abundant and spiritually rich life is all 
grace. Yet it also requires cultivation. Our emphasis on listening to God at the beginning 
of this ‘Year of Prayer’ is about a particular part of the cultivation.

Being connected to God is not a matter of a few minutes morning or evening (al-
though these are helpful and set us up for the rest of the day.) We can remain connected 
throughout our day.

I was asked recently how long it takes to prepare a sermon. It varies, of course. But for 
me, it is never a question of sitting down for a particular length of time and just writing. 
It is in the in-between times, not at a desk, that ideas happen and the form of a message 
is birthed. It is when I am thinking about whatever I am preaching on, and seeking 
God’s input, that the real creation of a talk happens. It might occur in the middle of the 
night, or on waking from a dream. It could be when I am walking or driving or eating 
a meal. It happens in the background as God’s word is slowly digested subconsciously.

Our spiritual lives can be like that. Don’t just have a set ‘quiet time’ and then be done 
with God for the day. Remain attentive. Carry some scripture in your memory and 
meditate on it. Be attentive. Ask God to reveal himself in the events of the every day. 
And walking, talking, eating, working or sleeping you will be cultivating the ground 
of your spiritual life.

Cultivating Our Spiritual Lives

Richard
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Rector’s Warden Report
July-Sept 2021

What would you say is the number one predictor  
of spiritual health and growth in a church? 

Some good possibilities might be worship, preaching, 
service, giving or even prayer. But as it turns out, even though 
all of these are important, none of them tops the list. So, 
what’s #1?

Several years ago, Willow Creek Community Church, the 
mega-church outside of Chicago, conducted a study to find 
out. They knew they were successful at attracting large crowds, 
but they wanted to know if people were growing spiritually. 
What they discovered was a surprise. In spite of all their 
excellent programs, most people were not growing. Ouch!

There was one exception. The study found that those who 
were engaged in Bible reading outside of church were the only 
ones growing spiritually. To their great credit, Willow Creek 
made their research public so other churches could benefit 
(https://amzn.to/2WTnj64). Since then, other studies have 
confirmed the same reality: that the number one predictor 
of spiritual health and growth for individuals and churches 
is the bread-and-butter discipline of Bible reading.

That’s why I’m encouraged by the Bible reading journey we 
are taking at The Church of the Good Samaritan. I appreciate 
the way Fr. Richard has developed several tracks for differ-
ent levels of Bible engagement: the Basic track (currently in 
Psalms and Matthew), a New Testament track, a whole Bible 
track plus an Old Testament lite track. What makes this more 
powerful is that we are reading God’s Word together during 
our year of listening prayer. 

So let me offer a personal invitation: if you aren’t yet part 
of the Good Sam Bible reading journey, pick the track that 
fits you and give it a try! Also, if you’ve already selected your 
track, don’t worry if you fall behind. Just start on today’s 
reading and get back on track.  

Finally, as we began the new church season in September, 
the Vestry made telephone calls to many members of the 
congregation. Our goal was to “welcome you back” to church, 
whether in-person or by Live Stream. These calls have been 
an encouragement as we realize what a diverse and commit-
ted group of Christ-followers we have. May God bless us as 
together we serve him at The Church of the Good Samaritan. 

Whitney T. Kuniholm, Rector’s Warden

Men’s Fall Retreat  
November 12 & 13, 2021 

Friday @ Sly Fox in Malvern 
Saturday @ Good Samaritan

Parishioner Brian Williams will lead us on the subject 
“Virtues of the Ordinary Life”.

The retreat will be in person at the church and Live 
Streamed on YouTube.

Friday evening: 6:30 at Sly Fox - Malvern. Dinner and 
social time.

Saturday in the church: 
10:00-11:00 Session 1
Break
11:30-12:30 Session 2
Lunch - Hoagies from Our Deli
1:00-2:00 Session 3
Please RSVP your plans to attend to  

mensministry@good-samaritan.org
Friday: Yes/No   -   Saturday: Yes/No
Dr. Brian A. Williams is Dean of the College of Arts and 

Humanities and the Templeton Honors College. He is an 
Assistant Professor of Ethics & Liberal Studies. Before coming 
to Eastern, he was Lecturer in Theology and Christian Ethics 
at the University of Oxford and Director of “Oxford Conver-
sations,” a collection of curated video interviews with leading 
Christian academics and scholars at Oxford.

He holds an MPhil and DPhil in Christian Ethics from 
the University of Oxford (UK), where he was a Clarendon 
Scholar; an MA and ThM in Systematic and Historical The-
ology from Regent College (Vancouver, Canada); and a BA in 
Biblical Studies from Ozark Christian College (Joplin, MO).

Dr. Williams has also taught Theology, Philosophy, 
and Literature at Cair Paravel Latin School (Topeka, KS); 
was Theologian-in-Residence at First Presbyterian Church 
PCUSA (Topeka, KS); led Quo Vadis Travel Seminars to 
destinations throughout Europe; was the Distance Education 
Instructor in Theology for Regent College (Vancouver); and 
has experience in several fields of business. He is currently 
an Alcuin Fellow and a Research Fellow with the Institute of 
Classical Education.

He is married to Kim Williams and has three children: 
Ilia, Brecon, and Maeve.
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Photos from the 2021 Missions Fair 
October 17

Missions Fair! Lots of amazing ministries represented in the Atrium. 
Good Samaritan has wonderful partnerships with organizations, 

both locally and all around the globe! (more on our Facebook page! goodsampaoli
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Meditation
by The Reverend Marcia Wilkinson

Who is my neighbor? -Luke 10:29-37

In every generation, in times of difficult certainties and 
uncertainties, questions are asked: Is God real, truly present 
in the world, and do we really matter?

Even today, the cry of the people of ancient Israel speaks 
to us: “O that we might see some good! Let the light of your 
face shine on us, O Lord!” (Psalm 4:6)

Jesus is a visionary who points us beyond what we know 
and understand. By using ordinary people, places, events he 
reveals that God has a vision for humankind. We see God is 
for all.

In the Good Samaritan parable Jesus teaches that the love 
of God and neighbor is inseparable. If we love God we will 
love the neighbor. Preaching, teaching, studying isn’t enough. 
True worship and love of God inspires and moves the human 
spirit into the world. Being attentive to God follows the heart 
of God to have God’s heart for others.

Who is my neighbor? The parable identifies a man only 
as beaten and left to die. Two highly respected men pass by, 
unmoved to stop. Jesus points to the Samaritan, the one who 
isn’t supposed to care, who stops, is attentive, uses his own 
resources to give generously so that the man can be made 
well. And, he promises to return.

Who is the neighbor? He is the one who takes pity and 
shows mercy. Is this the end of the story? Jesus encourages us 
to imagine beyond. Why was the Samaritan compassionate to 
the stranger? Had he recognized in himself a man who also 
stood in need of mercy? Was the beaten man restored and so 
grateful for the kindness of the unlikely giver that he in turn 
would risk for another without counting the cost?

The parable is brilliant to show us we are all needy for 
someone to care, to forgive, to love, to generously give us hope. 
God holds no one outside his reach. All needy are invited to 
come. Each of us is the neighbor to both receive God’s mercy 
and to offer God’s mercy. Jesus is his name.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed 
“An Encounter with Mark’s Gospel” 

November 7-21, December 5, 12, and January 9, 16, 23

An encounter with Mark’s Gospel: How it spoke to the first 
reader or hearer and what it means to us today. 

This study will trace the life of Jesus through the rapid-fire 
presentation of St. Mark and then apply it to the current 
moment with all its complexity. How are we to live our lives 
in response to this briefest of the Gospels?

“Come ye thankful people come.  
Raise the song of harvest home...

come to God’s own temple, come,  
raise the song of harvest home.”

Thanksgiving Service 
Thursday, November 25 

10am in the Chapel

Join us with hearts and voices of gratitude  
as we worship the Lord and giver of life.

If you wish to participate in the worship,  
please contact marcia.wilkinson@good-samaritan.org
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Vestry Called to Order October, 11, 2021
Rector’s Report: Plans to get back to normal program 

and worship were set back by the resurgence of COVID and 
personal gatherings have been limited until the pandemic 
subsides again. On the other hand, we are seeing increasing 
numbers of people comfortable coming back to church re-
specting the recommendation to wear masks. Rev. Peter Stube 
has been given the responsibility to chair the Missions Com-
mittee and Charlene Fitzwater is turning over leadership for 
the Food Closet to Ruth Morgan, George and Maria Gumas. 
Thank you, Charlene, for your great servant leadership that 
has benefitted both community and parishioners.

Fr. Richard reported that his search for a new Associate 
Rector continues and he has initiated contacts and conver-
sations at seminaries.

Treasurer’s Report: Andy reported the financial trend is 
good; income exceeds budget and expenses are lower than 
budget. However, we can expect expenses to get up to budget 
levels when programs resume and employee vacancies are 
filled (Assoc. Rector, Assoc. Director of Youth Ministry). The 
Good Samaritan Endowment is at approximately $1,300,000, 
invested in a balance of mutual funds and managed by an 
experienced committee. While growing the principle to ex-
ceed inflation, earnings are put into the Missions Committee 
budget.

The vestry took some time to envision new and re-ener-
gized initiatives to both deepen parish spirituality and become 
an inviting presence to the larger community.

Ministry Reports: Facilities – Maintenance and capital 
expenses are within budget.

Administration – Betsy Wolford has assumed the posi-
tion of Financial Administrator and Dwight Wilson is HR 
Administrator

Children’s Education – Participation in Sunday School 
continues to be below pre-COVID levels.

Vestry – Ashley Von Dohlen resigned from the Vestry and 
her vacancy is still open. Amy Crawford has replaced Stew 
Crumpler as Diocesan Delegate.

Next Vestry meeting: November 8

-submitted by Rusty Smith

Want to know more about how Confirmation Class can 
transform your teenager’s faith? Join us for an info session 
on November 14th! 

For our students, Confirmation Class is an exciting step 
into deeper relationship with Jesus. As they learn, ask hard 
questions, and are mentored, students learn to make their 
faith their own - which is a gift that keeps giving. While the 
class is open to students 9-12th grades, we encourage both 
students and parents to come to the information session. 

If you have any questions, please contact Amy Crawford 
at amy.elizc@gmail.com
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February 27, 2021: Due to the Pandemic and rising case 
numbers of COVID-19, for the first time ever the Jubilee Con-
ference was not held in Pittsburgh, but instead was streamed 
across the country and even internationally. Church of the 
Good Samaritan held a socially-distanced “watch party.” It 
was an exciting time, history was being made, we were able 
to interact with students in a way that hadn’t been possible 
up to that point, and our fellow CCO coworker from another 
campus brought their students to the party. It was an amazing 
day, in a lot of ways both my coworker, Dan, and I left in a 
high. And yet, to say we were exhausted the following few 
days was an understatement.

February 28, 2021: I’m late for work. I overslept and left 
my phone at home causing me to have to turn around and 
run back inside. Not the best start to the day. I get to church 
5 minutes after the service starts and see one new notification 
pop up on my phone, an email, but it’ll have to wait until 
tomorrow.

February 29, 2021: Our primary focus the last few weeks 
had been Jubilee so it’s time to catch up on all the work that 
has been piling up. I open my email and begin to read…

“Dear Church of The Good Samaritan… My name is 
Grace and I am a student at Eastern University. My roommate 
Trinity and I have been watching the 9:00am Sunday service 
for several weeks now, and we really love it! We want to go in 
person and have the opportunity to participate in church life 
at Good Sam. The issue is, neither of us have cars…”

In a normal year we have plenty of upperclassmen students 
with cars willing to carpool. It should have been easy to find 
a ride for two Eastern students on a Sunday. But Good Sam 
had just reopened its doors to the public the week before and 
while students were technically allowed off campus to attend 
church, many were hesitant to leave with such strict COVID 
protocol discouraging them from leaving campus for any 
reason. Dan and I knew it was our responsibility to get these 
girls to church.

That is how I ended up setting my alarm a half hour earlier 
each Sunday to head to Eastern and pick up students. At first 
just Grace and Trinity, and then some of their friends as well.

Journal of a Campus Minister:
by Katie Staronka, CCO

continued on page 7

Sweet treats for our sweet students at Eastern University

“It’s Donut Day! My favorite day of the week.”  
Every Thursday at West Chester University
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March 10, 2021: In a normal year students would be 
getting ready for spring break around this time; planning 
trips, traveling home to visit family, even staying on campus 
to enjoy a few days without the responsibilities and weight 
of classes and deadlines. But the 2020/21 academic year was 
anything but “normal.” Most universities opted to cancel 
all breaks in order to shorten the semester’s length. Eastern 
University was one of those schools. It made sense, don’t get 
me wrong, but the pressures of an already tight semester 
increased even more. 

Throughout the pandemic Dan and I continually asked the 
same question: What do our students need right now? And 
while we couldn’t do anything about the fact that what they 
really needed was a break, we could bring a little sunshine 
into their spring semester. This is how we came up with the 
idea to send “Spring Break in-a-box” care packages to our 
students. Grace and Trinity had just started coming to Good 
Sam, but we made sure they were on the list to receive one 
of these care packages. In total we sent about 30 packages to 
students connected with Good Sam on dozens of campuses 
across the country.

Present Day: Every year the Rector at Good Sam and his 
wife have the “Newcomers” over for dinner. It’s a time to meet 
the new congregants and get them connected with other new 
people. Though this meal has not been able to happen in al-
most two years, this past week it resumed! Anyone that has 
started attending Good Sam since the pandemic was invited; 
and about 14 people were able to attend including myself, 
Grace, Trinity, and Maggie (the student who now brings 
them to church). At one point in the evening, they had us go 
around the table and talk about how we found Good Sam and 
what made us come back. When it got to Grace and Trinity 
they said they found and began attending Good Sam when 
it was online but kept coming back because of the kindness 
and faithfulness they had been shown in a ride to church each 
week and a care package that came at just the right time. As 
tears came to my eyes they looked over and smiled at me and 
thanked me for that kindness and faithfulness.

Occasionally, I still give Grace and Trinity a ride to church 
on Sundays, but our plan was always to get them connected 
with other students who could bring them to church, and we 
have been successful in starting to make those connections 
again. Though we are now able to meet on campus, I miss 
those morning rides with updates on their weeks and excite-
ment about what they would get for brunch at the dining hall 
when I dropped them off. 

In a lot of ways ministry has felt like an uphill battle over 
the last year and a half. There has been a lot of trial and error, 
doubt, and frustration and yet in that moment it was all worth 
it. I am as grateful to Grace and Trinity for their courage to 
send that first email, resolve to show up every Sunday, and 
excitement to get plugged into the church community of Good 
Sam as they are to me for showing up every week.

Fellowship, Fun and Free Dinner  
Every Monday Night at “The Commons”

Sending Smiles to our students who missed Spring Break 2020  
with a Spring Break themed care package
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