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Year of Prayer: Developing a Personal Spiritual Life
One of the things that I say a lot is that if you want to develop your spiritual life then you need to set aside some time for 

it. Like any relationship, your relationship with God will not grow if you don’t spend any time together. But when you have 
set aside some time, what are you going to do and will it ‘work’.

I valued Whitney’s sermon on September 19th in this regard. If you’re wondering about developing your spiritual life, you 
might go back and review his sermon from that day - especially the practical comments in the second half of his talk. He was 
talking about the expectations that we have of ourselves (and perhaps others) and the fact that these expectations might not 
work for all of us all the time. What’s important is not when, where and how we spend time with our heavenly Father, but that 
we do so. We need to find our own rhythms, our own spiritual temperament. It works for you if it works for you.

The practice of having a spiritual director can be a helpful one. It is especially helpful if we’re floating around trying to find 
something that works and not landing on anything that is a good rhythm in our lives. ‘Spiritual director’ is an old-fashioned 
sounding term, and perhaps sounds a little ominous. As Americans we don’t want anyone else directing anything about our 
lives if we can help it! It is a much warmer relationship than it can sound. A spiritual director is essentially a coach for your 
prayer life. Like having a life coach, but with a particular focus on your spiritual life (which is, of course, connected to every-
thing else...). If that sounded like an interesting direction to explore, then Father Peter is experienced as a spiritual director 
and would be very willing to talk with you.

Whether with help or just by trial and error, could I encourage you to explore and find patterns that work for you to draw 
close to God. As we continue through our ‘Learning to Hear God Speak’ sermon series, my prayer for us is that we would 
indeed learn that, and learn to allow God’s voice to shape our lives.

with blessings,

Richard
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Evensong 
October 10 @ 4pm

Since the late middle ages “evensong” has been the popular 
name for vespers (from the Latin vesperis, “evening”), the Eve-
ning Office of the western church. Cranmer used it in the 1549 
BCP. Although in 1552 he replaced it with “Evening Prayer,” 
the common name remains “evensong.” In many Anglican 
cathedrals and other large churches, especially in England, 
evensong is sung by clergy and choir as a choral liturgy.

Man Up NO Dinner 
October 13, 2021 @ 7:00pm 

Brian Williams, fellow parishioner and Dean of Arts and 
Humanities and The Templeton Honors College at Eastern 
University is our Fall Men’s Retreat speaker and will be 
speaking on the retreat topic“Virtues of the Ordinary Life.” 

We will meet in the church, not in Ashton North.

Men’s Fall Retreat  
November 12-14, 2021 

Friday @ Sly Fox in Malvern 
Saturday @ Good Samaritan

Parishioner Brian Williams will lead us on the subject 
“Virtues of the Ordinary Life”.

The retreat will be in person at the church and Live 
Streamed on YouTube.

Friday evening: 6:30 at Sly Fox - Malvern. Dinner and 
social time.

Saturday in the church: 
10:00-11:00 Session 1
Break
11:30-12:30 Session 2
Lunch - Hoagies from Our Deli
1:00-2:00 Session 3
Please RSVP your plans to attend to  

mensministry@good-samaritan.org
Friday: Yes/No   -   Saturday: Yes/No
Dr. Brian A. Williams is Dean of the College of Arts and 

Humanities and the Templeton Honors College. He is an 
Assistant Professor of Ethics & Liberal Studies. Before coming 
to Eastern, he was Lecturer in Theology and Christian Ethics 
at the University of Oxford and Director of “Oxford Conver-
sations,” a collection of curated video interviews with leading 
Christian academics and scholars at Oxford.

He holds an MPhil and DPhil in Christian Ethics from 
the University of Oxford (UK), where he was a Clarendon 
Scholar; an MA and ThM in Systematic and Historical The-
ology from Regent College (Vancouver, Canada); and a BA in 
Biblical Studies from Ozark Christian College (Joplin, MO).

Dr. Williams has also taught Theology, Philosophy, 
and Literature at Cair Paravel Latin School (Topeka, KS); 
was Theologian-in-Residence at First Presbyterian Church 
PCUSA (Topeka, KS); led Quo Vadis Travel Seminars to 
destinations throughout Europe; was the Distance Education 
Instructor in Theology for Regent College (Vancouver); and 
has experience in several fields of business. He is currently 
an Alcuin Fellow and a Research Fellow with the Institute of 
Classical Education.

He is married to Kim Williams and has three children: 
Ilia, Brecon, and Maeve.
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BSA Troop 106
Did you know that since 2006, the Church of the Good Sa-

maritan has been the chartering organization for BSA Troop 
106?? Over those 15 years, we have held our meetings here 
and helped with numerous service projects (e.g. spreading 
mulch at the Community Garden, serving at the Pancake 
Breakfast, parking for Fair Days).

We are a very active Troop with monthly outings such 
as camping trips, bike hikes and of course summer camp; a 
large percentage of our scouts achieve the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Recently, seven boys and four adult leaders from the Troop 
camped overnight at Hibernia Park. We took a nature hike, 
played board games and cooked a taco dinner with s’mores 
and ice cream sandwiches for dessert. 

The Troop’s next outing is October 23 and 24th at French 
Creek State Park. BSA Troop 106 meets on Tuesday evenings 
at Good Sam. Anyone who is interested in getting more in-
formation can contact Ken Weber (kenweber@comcast.net) 
or George Scheffey (gscheffey@msn.com).

Tech Team
We are always looking to add to our Sunday morning 

tech team! We need people to operate the soundboard, the 
slides on the screen, and the cameras for the 9:00 and 11:00 
services each Sunday. 

We have worked to make these systems very user- friendly. 
We gladly do “on the job” training - or we can meet up mid-
week to show you the ropes! 

We are also trying to create some training videos to help 
people learn at their own pace. This is a great way to help 
make the service happen each week and there are hundreds 
of people that watch live or tune in later in the week so our 
work is VERY highly appreciated!  

Contact Jonathan Hobbs (jonathan.hobbs@good-samari-
tan.org) if you have questions or want to learn more!
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Vestry Corner
by Ian MacDonald

The September vestry meeting was held in Richard and 
Ruth’s delightful garden. There was time for relaxed con-
versation and catching up before we ate, and continued the 
talking, around their splendid backyard table. At least two 
vestry members met in person for the first time, which is a 
testimony to the frequency of our zoom meetings this year.

After dinner, in darkness aided by hurricane lamps, the 
meeting continued. Richard led us in a short devotional fo-
cused on Jesus’ prayer life, particularly around the passage 
in Mark, “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, 
Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, 
where he prayed.” He emphasised Jesus’ desire to be refreshed 
by his Father while getting away on his own. Then he invited 
each one of us to share our personal devotional habits. So 
each one of us did so.

There was a wide variety in our responses; no two people 
had the same habits. It was clear that personal character traits 
dictated behavior: someone might have difficulty focusing, so 
listening to music helped; one person enjoyed devotions while 
running and listening to sermons; another liked to spend 
prayer time alone in the quiet of a backyard; yet another had 
discovered the benefits of fasting and prayer; using a home 
group, men’s group, or other weekly prayer and Bible study 
group helped others in their devotional life; one member had 
grown in confidence in praying aloud as a result of practicing 
this behavior in church prayer groups; another one had found 
the discipline easier with a read through the Bible schedule; 
one person starts the day by saying, “Good morning Jesus!,” 
and prays throughout the day; another person needs a firm 
purpose on which to focus prayer and reading; finally, there 
was one who had begun to work with a spiritual director.

Three facts from these testimonies struck me forcefully. 
First, while all the stories focused on the purpose of growing 
closer to the Lord, they were all unique. Second, it was clear 
that vestry members are all in different seasons of life, which 
affects the time each one of us has available for prayer and 
bible study. Third, there was honesty and humility expressed 
concerning our weaknesses in this area; we all have plenty of 
room for improvement.

Rejoice always, pray continually,  
give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Sunday Morning Adult Ed 
“Seasons of Family Life” 

October 31-November 21, December 5 &12
This study will look at 6 different moments in the life of a fam-
ily and offer participants an opportunity to explore together 
the journey with Christ. We will take seriously the diverse 
experience of family life and moments of trauma which effect 
families differently. Moments will include the birth of a family, 
the early years, life with teenagers, the empty nest years, the 
middle years, early old age years, later old-age and death of 
loved ones. We intend this to be an open sharing with some 
teaching to guide conversation and insight. 

Led by Peter Stube and Marcia Wilkinson

Book Reading & Signing
Please join parishioner Bonnie O’Neil to celebrate the 

release of her new book, “Chronic Hope” at a book reading 
and signing at the Gift Shop at St. David’s Church. Written 
as a memoir of raising her son with type 1 diabetes, “Chron-
ic Hope” offers readers a vision of discovering hope in the 
hardest and most unexpected seasons of life. Through story 
and reflection, readers are invited to consider trading in their 
desire for control for the freedom that comes from accepting 
a life they did not choose. 

Bonnie will be joined by her friend Lisi Lerch, St David’s 
parishioner and nationally-known jewelry and accessories 
designer - as seen in Oprah, Southern Charm, Real House-
wives, Coastal Living, People, Bloomberg, and others - for a 
trunk show of some of her favorite items.  

All are welcome to attend the event on Thursday, October 
28 from 5-8pm.
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Children’s Ministry
The new children’s programing on Sunday morning seems 

to be a big hit! We did a series called “GLOW” in September 
about how Jesus is the Light of the World - and how we are 
called to help spread that light. (Glowsticks were definitely 
used...in abundance!) The kids have been enjoying the mu-
sic, the games, and lessons and crafts! We are excited to start 
using more volunteers each week as the new format allows 
for a simpler volunteer system. 

The childcare is also back up and running. If you’re here 
on a Sunday morning, go introduce yourself to Samantha 
and Ana - both Eastern University students - who have been 
staffing the nursery and toddlers rooms. 

Erika and Brynn have kicked off Club 56 for the school 
year. We love having the 5th and 6th (and 7th!) graders begin 
in the sanctuary with the rest of the church and then head out 
to their class during the readings and sermon. 

If you have any questions about the Children’s Ministry, 
please contact Kimberly Lindquist at kimberly@good-sa-
maritan.org .
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Good Sam Day School Loves Chapel
One of our favorite parts of our school day is Chapel, this 

year with Chaplain Peter!

Classes worship by singing, saying prayers and hearing a 
Bible story each week.

Two children lead us by carrying the cross and lighting 
the candles.

Good Samaritan Missions Fair 
October 17

On Sunday, October 17 we will showcase the 18 missions 
that Good Samaritan supports. Scattered throughout the 
atrium and hallway outside the church will be tables with 
materials and videos of the work these faithful missions do 
throughout the world. 

We hope this will be a way to inform our prayers for them. 

Members of the Mission Committee will be available to 
answer questions. Hope to see you there.

Journaling 
by Ruth Morgan

When learning to hear God speak to us and moving into 
more of a two-way communication with Him many people 
have found journaling helpful, although this can still some-
times be a one-way pouring out of what is going on for us. I 
thought it might be helpful to share an example of two-way 
journaling.

I tend to quieten my spirit, let the Holy Spirit lead me in 
my imagination and often ask the Lord a question.

(R) “Lord how do I make sure I am always being led by 
your spirit?”

(L) “Tune inwards, not outwards. Cultivate more aware-
ness of the realm where I dwell than awareness of the material 
world. You have done it a little bit and I want you to keep doing 
it. You have the whole of me living in you; you’re not trying to 
reach for some hard to attain thing that you haven’t already 
received. It is by faith that you grasp hold of what is already 
yours. Get used to the feeling of me in you. It’s real Ruth, but 
if I let you feel the fullness of me you would explode.” 

(R) “I want it to flow out of me Lord. I want to see your 
power flow through me to see miracles and healing.”

(L) “Look at what happened when you obeyed me regard-
ing Helen and the chocolates. It opened a door, right?”

(R) “Yes, I see. So you are teaching me to obey. So it’s about 
obeying the inner promptings of your spirit, not trying des-
perately to ‘be good’. Lord I want you to increase my capacity 
to be filled with you, whatever it takes.”

“If we are living now by the Holy Spirit’s power let us follow the 
Holy Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives.” Galatians 5:25
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Youth Ministry
Good Samaritan Youth Ministries successfully kicked off 

the school year in September! We had our annual event where 
teenagers and their families were invited to come to church 
during the normal youth group time (4-6pm). We reviewed 
the calendar, discussed COVID protocols, and shared a meal 
together. The unique feature this year was the fact that the 
entire event was held outside! The youth leaders did an amaz-
ing job creating an outdoor space for the event and we had a 
wonderful turnout! The following week we had our first youth 
group of the year and we continued to use outdoor spaces as 
much as the weather allows. 

While we are definitely playing games, having fun and 
laughing, we are also making connections to one another 
and growing in our relationship with Christ. This is especial-
ly obvious in our worship and small groups environments. 
Christ-centered community is something that the church 
can uniquely offer and so we build our program around that 
concept. 

We are very impressed with this generation’s heart and 
desire to know God more, and we’re looking forward to an 
amazing year!
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