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When my son Evan was studying in Israel he sent me a message from Jerusalem. He quoted a line from Psalm 46 (“There is a river
whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells.”), and he asked, “Dad, What river is he talking
about?” So I told him, Son, there isn’t a river in Jerusalem. There has never been a river in Jerusalem. The psalmist is having a beatific
vision; he’s seeing Jerusalem with God’s eyes, the way God does, not as she is but as she will be when God has his way with her.
In a few moments we’re going to sing one of the most famous songs ever written, Jerusalem by William Blake. The curmudgeon, imaginatively challenged, hears Jerusalem sung and thinks, “O come on! Jesus never set foot in England!” Indeed, when I was in Oxford,
after a formal dinner one night at Pusey House, students who had put wigs on two busts in that room put them on their own heads
and we sang, some of us sticking our upper torsos out the windows above the passersby on St Giles Street. We all sang with gusto:
And did those feet in ancient time / Walk upon England’s mountains green: No!, a number of students interjected / And was the holy
Lamb of God, / On England’s pleasant pastures seen! No! // And did the Countenance Divine, / Shine forth upon our clouded hills?
No! / And was Jerusalem builded here, / Among those dark Satanic Mills? No! // Bring me my Bow of burning gold: / Bring me my
Arrows of desire: / Bring me my Spear: O clouds unfold! / Bring me my Chariot of fire! Get it yourself!!
People who write are apt to be peculiar, especially people who write poetry, and certainly one of the most peculiar of them all was that
18th-century Englishman named William Blake. In addition to writing poetry Blake engraved pictures, and in addition to engraving
pictures he saw visions. When he was a small boy, he scared the wits out of his father by telling him how, when he was taking a walk
one afternoon, he suddenly came across a tree filled with angels. And then a little later, at supper one evening, he caught everybody off
guard when without any warning at all, he pointed his finger at the dining room window and announced that he saw pressed against
it the great and inscrutable face of God. On that occasion, his father apparently decided that things had gone far enough, because he
gave his son a sound beating.
William continued to see visions all his life. Needless to say, many people thought that he was mad, and they could have mustered
considerable evidence to support that view. Mad or not, Blake nonetheless found in his visions the inspiration for a series of poems
and pictures the best of which provide us with some of the uncanniest insights into the nature of things that we have ever had from
anybody.
And what does this have to do with you? We look out through the windows of our eyes or we look within, at our own Interior Department, and we see not the great and inscrutable face of God but a house divided, a seething bouillabaisse of a city in rivalry with
itself. And if I can extrapolate from my own experience on the assumption that your life is like mine, we wonder if the world within is
falling apart. We’re religious people, you and I; that makes us prone to the tendency to think that the most interesting thing about us
is that strife, that malevolence within, our sins, and we get stuck there. But God doesn’t have our problems. We forget this. The Most
High finds your sins not the most but the least interesting thing about you. It’s not that they are unimportant; they will cause the Son
of God to set his face to Jerusalem to be crucified on a hill far away. But God finds your sins boring as hell!
Jerusalem, my happy home, / when shall I come to thee? / When shall my sorrows have an end? / Thy joys when shall I see? // Thy
saints are crowned with glory great; / they see God face to face; / they triumph still, they still rejoice / in that most happy place. //
There David stands with harp in hand / as master of the choir: / ten thousand times would one be blest / who might this music hear.
// Our Lady sings Magnificat / with tune surpassing sweet, / and blessed martyrs’ harmony / doth ring in every street. // Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, / God grant that I may see / thine endless joy, and of the same / partaker ever be!* In the name of God, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
— Phillip Ellsworth+
*— Brian Wren, Hymn #620 (LAND OF REST), the Hymnal 1982
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2022 Philadelphia Project
by Brynn Schmidt, Director of Youth Ministry

In the beginning of August, seventeen students embarked
on their week-long mission trip with the Philadelphia Project. Our students set out to serve their neighbors by doing
a variety of projects to assist those in need. Students were
divided into two groups and served at two different sites. The
first group served at two locations in Philadelphia, Northern
Children Services and a local elementary school. At Northern
Children Services, the students worked on a variety of projects
over a three day period. They weeded an entire garden that
was completely overgrown by weeds, and they also cleaned
weeds and plants off of a fence and a basketball court that
had both become overgrown. At first glance, the three projects seemed like they might be impossible to accomplish in
just three short days. However, everyone was determined to
finish each project and worked as a team to get it done on
time. The last two days were spent pulling weeds from the
concrete as well as painting some walls. Students helped to
get the playground ready for the school year for the kids to
enjoy. Although the tasks at the school were not as daunting
as the first site, our students were determined to make sure
the site looked better than when they got there.

The most encouraging part of the week was seeing how dedicated each student was to giving their all to serve others.
Each student understood that this week was not about them.
It was not about how uncomfortable they were, how hot they
felt, how tired they were, or whether they enjoyed their jobs
assigned to them. Rather it was about showing God’s love
to others by offering up their time and abilities. The love
of Christ was indeed magnified as each student excellently
demonstrated humility and put their own wants and needs to
the side for the sake of others. When reflecting on the week
one of our students said that she realized for the first time how
little other people have and how much she takes for granted
the things that she has been blessed with. Overall, the leaders
of this trip left being very impressed with what the students
were able to accomplish and how they conducted themselves
throughout the week.

The second group served at Miss Wynna’s home and were
tasked with redoing her bathroom. The bathroom had been
an ongoing project for the Philly Project throughout the whole
summer as different groups came each week. Our group was
the last group of the summer to work on the project, so they
were able to put the finishing touches on this bathroom.
Their jobs included installing drywall, spackling, painting,
installing a shower, putting up a new ceiling, and adjusting
the plumbing of the shower. In the midst of trying to work as
fast as possible to finish up this summer-long project, students
also were encouraged to spend some time in conversation
with Miss Wynna, learning more about her life story. All our
students did a great job of serving others not only through
their work but also by taking the time to make some genuine
connections to the people around them.
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Welcome Home!
Congratulations to long-time Good Sam member, Andy
Henwood, on his promotion to Captain in the United States
Navy Supply Corps on September 3, 2022. A 2001 graduate
of the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD, we haven’t seen
much of Andy since 1996 when he began his service career.
Having served as the Supply Officer on several major ships,
the most recent tour he completed was two years onboard
the U.S.S. Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69), homeported
in Norfolk, VA, which set the record for the longest at-sea
deployment in Naval history without a port call!
For the next two years Andy is stationed at the Naval Support Activity in N.E. Philadelphia, serving as the Director of
Weapons Systems Support, tasked with keeping all 3,500 of
our Navy and Marine Corps aircraft in the air. His children
Brooke and AJ are happy to have their Daddy close to them
again in West Chester. Welcome back Andy!

Insight For Life Fall Bible Study
Weds evening (Zoom) & Thurs morning (in person)
September 21 - November 17
Rooms 263/264
“Ezra & Nehemiah”
In the Old Testament, God’s people went to the temple to be
in the presence of God. What happens when the temple is
destroyed, and the people exiled to a strange and distant land?
Ezra and Nehemiah give the account of God’s faithfulness in
bringing his people back to their land and rebuilding both
the temple and the walls protecting Jerusalem. The temple
enabled the people to worship properly; the rebuilt walls
signified that once again God was their refuge and fortress.
It wasn’t always easy!
Has your life ever been in a shambles? This study will give
you insight on how to rebuild and where to find the presence
of God in your life.
Books: We will be using a study guide by LifeChange. Books
will be provided to participants on or before the first session.

Family Mental Health Support Group
Saturday, September 17, 11am–12pm

Registration: The registration fee is $17 for the book and other
supplies. Register online or stop by the registration table in
the church atrium on September 4, 11 or 18.

The Family Mental Health Support Group is planning to
resume meeting on the third Saturday of the month from
11:00am–noon in Room 261. This group gathers family
members who have a loved one suffering from mental or
emotional health issues. (This is not support for the loved
ones themselves, but for their family members) The leaders
are Angela Linden, LCSW, and Ian MacDonald, LPC. Please
consider attending this support group that has helped so
many. If you are interested in attending, please RSVP to Ian,
so he may communicate if there are any changes. Questions/
RSVP: Ian MacDonald (ianmac535@gmail.com).
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“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us…”
Every August I get restless. It is a restlessness that comes with
the anticipation that, in a month’s time, a new academic year
will be upon us. It brings with it new conversations, new
friendships, and all the mysterious works of the Holy Spirit.

Our mission remains the same: “To create and foster and an
invitational space where college students and young adults
have the opportunity to be transformed by the triune God,
engage in the Body of Christ, and be invited to participate in a
hospitable community of faith.” This is a call to constant companionship, to doing life together as Christ came and comes
along side us. Because we are assured that the presence of God
does not leave us, we want to extend that presence to others.

Over the summer, I spent much time pondering and praying
over what exactly is the philosophy of ministry behind Katie
and my work at West Chester University. In August of 2021,
we took a chance with some donuts and a question, then the
relationships took off. We kept showing up, week after week,
in the same spot, at the same time, on the same day. Many
of you have heard us gush over Donuts&Discussion, what
many students at WCU now call “Donut Thursday.” After a
summer of prayer and reflection, I believe more than ever the
Spirit lead us into being Incarnational on campus in a way
that for us as campus ministers felt small but for the students
felt consistent and committed.

We get to do that here at Church of the Good Samaritan too.
Our weekly Sunday lunches after the 11am service will return
on September 11 where we can once again eat and fellowship
together. Our post-college young adults small group that
meets on Tuesday nights will continue. And we are excited
to have one more “summer” concert and picnic on Saturday,
September 24!*
As always this work is not possible without your prayer and
support. Please pray that the Holy Spirit is at work on campus
before we ever arrive, and that we will be given the eyes to see
and ears to hear the needs and the hurts and the joys of each
and every student we meet. And please pray that in all things,
we would be committed to returning faithfully week after
week. And finally, our hope is that Jubilee would be in-person
this February. We ask your prayers that this would be so!

The Gospel of John opens with the writer’s cosmic view of
the Creator of all things becoming part of that very Creation.
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us…”
The word that many English translations translate as “dwelt”
is the same word that would have been used in Greek to refer
to the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle was the center of Hebrew
life and worship in the Old Testament, but perhaps more
crucially it marked that God’s presence was constantly with
God’s people as they wandered the wilderness. Through the
isolation and wandering, God would go with them. This is the
notion that the gospel writer wants his first century readers
to first and foremost grasp about Jesus Christ. Jesus was and
is the very presence of God in community with God’s people.
God in Christ was not a passing moment but was to be God
once more becoming enmeshed, and this time enfleshed, in
and with humanity.

Peace of Christ be with you,
Dan Garrison Edwards
*We are always looking for volunteers to help with Sunday
lunches! If you would like to lead a new team or join and
existing team, or if you are a young adult interested into
joining our small group on Tuesday nights, please contact
Dan Garrison Edwards at dan.edwards@good-samaritan.org.

For this reason, John 1:14 is now the foundational verse that
informs our philosophy of ministry not just at West Chester
but on any campus we set foot on. We must ask “How do we
intentionally and consistently reflect the presence of Christ
here?” How can we extend the faithful work of simply and
reliably showing up? Most immediately, it means returning
to the campus of West Chester University on September 1
on the academic quad with several dozen donuts and a new
question and smiling faces.
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Bloomers, Boxers, and Briefs

Fresh, clean underwear is one of the most requested items
from people in need. In recognition of this need, the DIOPA
is organizing the Boxers, Bloomers, and Briefs Drive as our
annual Diocesan Convention outreach program.
Here is how you can help.
Purchase a pack or two of underwear in your size and style.
Then do so for your spouse, or others in your family. This will
provide a rich diversity for distribution through the clothing
closets in our diocese.
There will be a collection box at Good Samaritan labeled and
located in the Atrium.

Mom Set Free Bible Study

Well over two thousand pairs of jeans were collected in last
year’s blue jeans drive. We hope to collect ten thousand pairs
of boxers, bloomers, and briefs this year with your help. This
is an opportunity to show our love and generosity for others
and provide a bit of dignity to those who need it most.

September 21-November 9
9:00am-10:30am
Good Sam Day School

Contact Christine Fantuzzo (chrisfantu@gmail.com) with
questions.

Ever feel overwhelmed by motherhood? Like you’re messing
it up? Not enjoying it enough? Or just lost in it?
Us too!
Join us for an 8-week Bible Study: Mom Set Free Bible Study:
Good News for Moms who are tired of trying to be good
enough.
Childcare provided. Come for coffee and baked goods, stay
for the learning, sharing, laughter and friendship.
Completely non-judgmental space to talk through these important issues and grow in God’s love and grace.
Contact Anna Frederick with questions and to RSVP annapfrederick@gmail.com

Nametags
Please wear your nametags; it will help our new clergy learn
your names. If you need a nametag, please fill out a card in
the window wells near the nametag boards and leave it there
and we will make you one.
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Awards Presented to Fernley Scholars (2022)
T. James Fernley, III (1947-1974) was a seminarian at what is
now known as Episcopal Divinity School (“EDS”). Following
the untimely death of Jim Fernley on June 7, 1974, his family
and friends established a memorial fund for seminary students. Generous contributions allowed the fund to expand
its scope of scholarships for this fund that was previously
administered by a Board of Trustees which included among
them the Rector of St. Thomas’ Church, Whitemarsh. The
Board of Trustees transferred the management of the funds of
the T. James Fernley, III Memorial Fund (“Fernley Fund”) to
The Church Foundation in 2005 and arranged for the scholarships to be administered by the Aid to Theological Students
Funds Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania.

Calling Moms with Littles
If you are a mom with infants/toddlers looking for a place
to connect with other moms and kids, please join us on the
first Friday of each month from 9:30-11:00. We will meet in
the church nursery/toddler room and have coffee and light
refreshments! Any questions please reach out to Kimberly
Lindquist, Kimberly@good-samaritan.org

Since that transfer as of June 30, 2005, scholarships have been
distributed and the fund balance has grown from $227,868.96
to $439,289.21 as of June 30, 2022.
Two candidates from Good Samaritan were among the recipients this year: Chris Micklewright and Amy Crawford.
Congratulations!

Chris Micklewright

Summer Concert & Picnic
September 24, 6-8pm
Headliner: Michael Braunfeld
https://michaelbraunfeld.com
Opener: Hope Dunbar
https://www.hopedunbarmusic.com

Amy Crawford
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Photos from FOCUS Martha’s Vineyard

Jonathan Hobbs Appointed to Lead Youth
Ministry Department At Eastern University
By Richard Morgan

I am delighted to announce that Jonathan Hobbs has been
appointed to head up the Youth Ministry Department at
Eastern University starting this fall. Sadly, this means he will
no longer be serving here on our staff, but Kimberly Lindquist
will take over the leadership of our Family Ministries, and
Brynn Schmidt will be leading our Youth Ministries.
Kitchen Crew

Jonathan has faithfully served Good Samaritan for twelve
years. While I am sad to see him go from Good Samaritan’s
staff team, he and his family are planning to remain a part of
our church family. So it’s goodbye, but more ‘thank you’ than
goodbye. We look forward to recognizing him formally at or
following the fall kick off September 11.
One of Jonathan’s gifts has been developing excellent teams
for the ministries that he has led, and so his transition should
actually be amazingly smooth. Kimberly has been running
the day-to-day operations of the Children’s Ministry alongside Jonathan and is excited to take the reins in the fall and
develop new ways of connecting with young families in our
community. Brynn interned with us during her senior year
at Eastern University and was already acting as Associate
Director. She will be coached and will receive ongoing education from the Center for Youth Ministry Training (cymt.
org) as part of a comprehensive program that will lead to her
gaining a Masters degree in Youth Ministry.

Norm and the Stratas

Jonathan has brought tremendous creative energy, great skills
in volunteer engagement, and an increasingly broad and wide
range of leadership gifts to Good Samaritan. I’ve appreciated
his worship leading and preaching talents as well as everything
that he has brought to our Family and Youth Ministries here
at Good Samaritan. Thank you Jonathan!

Mark Bennett at Focus camp onMartha’s Vineyard with friends

So many strata

Brynn Schmidt
Director of Youth Ministry

Kimberly Lindquist
Director of Family Ministries

Marcia and Norm,enjoying a well-deserved day off
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